
18. TBIE APOSTLE COLUMBA.

canonization to hallow it as a popishi shrine. The real fact seems to, be,
lioivevcr, that Colunmba was a Protestant, a tliousand years before the
)ieforinatioîî ; and tiat iii bis little sea-girt ]dngdom hie kept thie primitive
faith in comparative purity, %Yhile in its carlier hiabitats is wvas sinking
intolhopeless corruption.

As Vo his vocation, hoe seens to, have been a nxissionary more than a
xnonk, and his so-callcd xnonastery a seniinary fur trainiugr his disciples ini
the Seriptures and in Divine communion, 1.0 fit thein to hb îîis co-laborers
in the great work of carrying Christianity into Britain. Let us think of
Iona, therefore, as a fortress of thie ancient faith, a stronghiold of primi-
tive Christianity, froin whvicli the spiritual r.onquest of our Saxon aucestors
was underiacen sud carried on by flhc sturdiest band of ivarriors thiat ever
ccsubdued kingdoms, wrought rig»hiteousiiesac, obtained promises, stopped
the mouthîs of lions."

In spite of its roc•ky solitude, tiiere is a singular charin in the natural
aspects of the place ; companiosi islauds stud the horizon in every direc-
iiou, tlîeir rock-caverns affording- slielter to nxrad f uliite-win,<red
birds ; the peculiar vclvety greesi verdure, ivhich the xuoist climate nour-
islies, transforxning storxny islands into emcrald geins ; and eneirclingr ail,
an atnîosp)here so caprielous that it altcrnately veils auJ unveils thie lanîd-
scape ivith cloud anJ suushine, giving constant variety to ihie scene. In-
deed, as the Duke of Argyle lis %«id "There an, niot xany places iii
the %vorld iviiere those threce voices, the sky, ftlic sea, the iountains, can
lic heard souuding in fluer harmony than round Colunxba's Isle"

Yondcr -iitlîin near sight, lies Staffa, wit]î its 'wonderful Fingal's Cave.
The tourist 'whio lias vçisitcd cathedral aftcr catlieduil on the Continent,
aud lias bec.onie satiated vitli thse volubk*ý discourse of verger aud guide,
can hiere gaze in silence upon one of God's c-athedrals liiuilt ivithout souind
of liainner or saw, buît far surpassing ail otisers in grandeur ; for "'there
is uothing like this great hiall of columus standing round thcir ocean floor,
aud scnding forthi in ceaseless reverberations the solenin n.usic of its
'iVaves.") Let a party sing "'Old lindrcd7" as wc did, beneatlh these
arches of stone, and as its strains thunder and echo flirougli the '4longr
drawn aisie," lot thin tell us if t4liey ever hecard sucl i ajestic music
before.

ln loua, liowevcr, thiere reigus au implressive silence, broken only cca-
:sionall by the lowing of hords aua the sounds of sluggisli life wliich
issue froni a fewv low cottages by thie sisore We wander amng flic ruins
of the littie catiiedral, believing or disbclieving tlie lcgend that boere is thic
stono pillow on wihicli the licad of Columba rcsted at ni-lit and lhere the
grae ini whicil bis body 'ias laid at lus dealli. We enter the ruiuz chapel,
iuade sacredl as flic scene of fervent; ana prerailing praye, au h oas-
tery vhoe flic Seriptures wcre prefouis -Il- studied ana psutiently tran-

srt';but it is not flic stones of fihe arches or tie tiuîeworn carIving
'wicMost strongly liold our attention. Tt is of Colunmba ent thic Culdees
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