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inwork there, but in the state of socicty fathers of the congregation of Cardinal
and the prevailing public sentiment. X.avigerie. More than 100 priests and
Pastoral work among women is diffi- novices, besides Sisters of Charity, have
cult, and public sentiment prevents a recently entered, or soon will enter, that
large sttendance of women at evening country as issionaries.

gatherings, especially in large cities. —Twelve years ago the matives of
~Rev. H. T. Graham, of Tokushima, the Upper Congo had never seen a
tells of an aged disciple whose sight steamboat. Now there is a fleet of 20
was failing, and so he was afraid that Steamers on the upper river.

he could not much longer read the Bi-
ble, which is in fine print. In order to
avoid this calamity, he undertook the
herculean task of preparing a copy with
Lis own hand., Beginning three years
ago, he has reached the Third Epistle
of John, and has filled 19 large vol-
umes.

—One of the curiositics of domestic
slavery in darkest Africa is that while
the native slave-owner can by custom
compel his slaves to fight for him, and
possesses other extensive powers over
them, he cannot *“legally’’ compel his
slaves to work for him. On the Congo
and its affluents, native (not Moham-
AFRICA. medan) slave-owners pay wages to their

. own slaves whenever the latter ere re-
~The northern h”‘}i of Afrfcf‘l hes the  oired to transport ivory and produce
characteristics of Arab civi 1zumo.n. to the coast. Even Tippoo Tib pays
The people are pastoral and nomadic. .o 1yimeroug slave soldiers under such
They arc restless, fierce, warlike and 000 0ro) ircumstances. The explana-
gugping. They have all the Virtues o) o 1150 gnomaly seems to be that
and vices of the MOSICHTS‘ Many of (01 is & far more ancient and primitive
them have heard of Christ, but most institution than labor.
havenever felt their need of Him. The i )
southern half has po real civilization. —Bishop Tucker, of Uganda, says :
The tribes differ much in the matter of During tl}e lost few months nearly
- -3 40,000 reading-sheets have been sold.
intelligence. The Zulusare very quick- d hi hus? N b
wited. The children in the mission What .oest 18 tcaf: us oone buys
schools show great mental ability, write ® Teading-sheet without a very serious
excellent compositions, take to music z'md settle.d'purpose. A feadmg-shect
wanderfully, have a knowledge of the 15 ot of itsclf very amusing. There-
Rible, and are honest and gencrous. A fore that this large n.umber of rcfadmg-
L. . heets has been sold is most significant.
misionary in Uganda says that the S :
quickness of a majority in the schools It reveals a settled purpose l? the mind
Lot st . Fow Bog. 1 Beeone syt
lishpeople can Jearn 5o rapidly. times 40,000 are so learning. It is, I
~The Belgium Roman Catholics are think, a fair calculation that & single
pushing their work in the Congo Free rcading-sheet will do the work of teach-
State. One order has 5 stations occu- ing six people. Thus we are brought
pied by a dozen priests, extending from  face to face with the fact that in one
the coast beyond the last Baptist sta- way or another something Jike a quar-
tion, The Bishop of Ghent also hasa ter of a million of people are under in-
stalion at Matadi ; and the Sisters of struction in the matter of simply learn-
Chaiity occupy 8 stations on the Low- ing toread.” The bishop tells, too, of
er (ongo. A mission steamer of 7 Dbis wonderful ¢ cathedral,” in which
tons is being built for use upon the nearly 500 trecs are used as pillars, some
five. The Jesuits and Carthusian  of them brought five and six days’ jour-

{riaws are also cntering the field ; and ney, and needing several hundred men
on the eastern coast are found the white to carry them.



