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in work there, but in the state cf society
and the prevaillng public sentiment.
pastoral work among women is diffi-
cuit, and publie sentiment prevents a
large attendance of -women et cvening
gatherings, espocially in large cities.

-Bev. H. T. Greliare, of Tokushima,
toils of an agcd disciple whose siglit
iras failing, and so lie -%vas afraid that
lic could flot mucli longer read the Bi-
blc, irhicli is in fine print. Ia order te
avoid this calamity, lie undertook the
ixerculean teck of preparîng a copy ii,
iLiaow casa7cnd. Beginning three years
ago, lie bas reached the Third Epistle
of John, and lins filled 19 large vol-
umes.

AFRICA.

-The nortliern hlf of Africa lias the
ebaracteristica of Areb civilization.
The people are pastoral and nomadie.
They are restless, foerce, warlike and
grssping. Tleey have ail tise virtues
and vices of the Mlosîcans. Many of
thons bave heard of Chirist, but most
have nover felt their necd of Ilinii. Tise
southern lsalf lias no real civilization.
The tribes differ much ia the matter of
intelligence. Tise Zulusare vcry quick-
wittc. Tlie chlldren ia the mission
schools show great mental ability, write
excellent coînpositions, take te nmusic;
wondcrfully, have a knowledge cf the
Bible, and are lionest and genereus. A
inssonery in U-genda says that the
quickness of a majority ia the sehools
bas beon a surprise te him. J3ew Eng-
lisà people enu 1cara so rapidly.

-The Be]gsum Roman Catholis are
pusbig their work ia the Congo Frc
State. O order bas 5 stations ceu-
pied by a dozen priests, extending from
the cost beyond the lest ]3aptist sta-
tion. The ishop of Ghient also, bas a
dtation et Matadi ; and the Sistors of
Clsarity occup)y 3 stations on the Loir-
er Congo. A mission steamer of 7
tons is bcbng built for use upon tlse
river. Tise Jesuits and Caîthusian
frises are aiso entering the field ; end
On the estora coest are found the white

fathers cf the congregation of Cardinal
Lavigerie. More than 100 priests and
novices, bealdes Sisters cf Charity, have
recently entered, or soon wIll enter> tliat
country as zuissionaries.

-Twelve yers age thse natives of
tlie IJpper Congo bcd neyer soon a
steamboat. Now there la a fleet cf 20
steamers on the upper river.

-One cf tlie curiosities cf donsestie
slavery in darkcst Africa la that 'while
tlie native sînve-owner cen by custom
compel his slaves te fight for him, and
possesses other extensive powers over
them, lie cannot "lIegally" cenipel bis
slaves te work for him. On the Congo
and its affluents, native (net M1ohcm-
medan) slave-ownerspay mwages te their
cira slavPs vlienever the latter are re-
quired te, transport ivory and produce
te the coat. Even Tippoo Tib pays
bis numerous slave soldiers under such
peaceful circunistances. The explana-
tion cf thict anomnaly sccms te be tient
wer is a fer more ancient and primitive
institution tian labor.

-Bisiop Tacher, cf lfgandc, says:
"Puring the lest fewv months nearly

40,000 reding-sheets have beca sold.
What doos this tclih us ? No cne baya
a reading-sheet -witliout a very serioas
and settled purpose. A reading-sheet
is not cf itself very amusing. There-
fore that this large numbor cf rcading-
shoots bas been sol iost significent.
It reveals a settlcd purposte ia the mind
cf the people. It mnus nçot that 40,000
people are learning te read, but that six
limes 40,000 are so ]earning. It is, I
think, v. fair calculation that a cingle
roading-aheet wiii do the work cf teacli-
ing six people. Thus we are brouglit
face te face witie the fact that ia ce
Nvay or another somctbing like a quar-
ter cf a million cf people are under in-
struction la tlie iatter cf simply learn-
ing te rend." Tho bishop tells, toc, cf
bis -wonderful " cethedral,> " i which,
ncarly 500 trocs are uscd as pillera, sorne
cf tlom, broughtfive and six days' jour-
ney, and needing several liundred mon
te carry thons.
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