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to India, and China, and eveh back here to the United States. Person

after person is converted by the silent testimony of God’s Word. Our

PBIZ%SIS is a mighty lever. People who dare not come to ug openly buy our
ibles.

‘“We reach them again through medicine. We have a lospital at
Beirut, aud wo are welcomed as bringing gifts of healing. 'Those who
bave sought healing for their bodies have found healing for their souls as
well. One who has a knowledge of medicine can go from tribe to tribe
with perfect safety, and is warmly welcomed. A great problem is how to
reach the Bedouins, that wild class.  We cannot go among them, it would
not be safe. But we send our native helpers, and as the Bedouins arc
greatly aflicted with small-pox we provide our helpers with vaccine virus.
Then we have a theological seminary where we are raising up preachers of
the Gospel. I have for several years edited a religious paper and have
also beeu engaged on an Arabic commentary (on the New Testament).
We do not dare to tell the success with which we have met, only in general
terms.  If we were to point out cases the persons weuld be marked men.
Any ore who is found to have received Christianity bas his property con-
fiscated, and even his life is iw danger. Most of them either disguise
themselves or leave the country.

“We have a self-supporting church in Beirut with a native pastor
with a membership of 400. Our Sunday-school is attended by 1000
children. There are 92 places where the Gospel is preached every Sabbath.
There have been great results in the past 40 years, There are 15,000 pupils
in the schools of Beirut, all seeking a plane of higher education. I have
heard Moody and Spurgeon preached by Greck priests,

¢ What are the obstacles to the work ?  First, opposition ‘from the
Tarkish Government. At first it paid no attention to the work, consider-
ing that it was a case of infidel dogs quarrclling with ecach other, Now
they have become afraid, and a censorship of the press has been established.
They keep out all that is against their religion, and put all the obstacles in
their power in the way of the publishing and distribution of the Bible.
We are undermining Mohammedanism. The government has closed up
many of our schools, No Mohammedan convert is openly put to death,
but he is arrested on some pretext and then disappears never to be heard
of again. A second obstacle is the power of the Jesuits. They come in
scores, ‘They open schools where we do, they follow our missionaries and
they establish hospitals and colleges opposed to us. The Greek Church is
upheld by Russia and it is hard for Protestantism to get a foothold, but
“they that be with us are more than they that be with them.” A third
obstacle is a want of means to carry on our work. We have to minimize
our work to be within our appropriation.  You ask, why doesn’t our Board
look out for us.  T’il tell you. In Syria there are many families where all
its members sleep under one covering. During the night this covering
gradually gets off those on the edges, and then first one pulls it and then
another. So with us. On the north we have Tripoh pulling on the
Board ; then Sidon wants a share ; then Mt. Lebanon complains that too
much is given the plain, and the plain complains that Mt. Lebanon’s share
is too large. It isn’t the fault of the Board ; rather it isn’t a faalt. On
the contrary, it reans thut the work is a living, growing work. That it
is a growing work is shown by its constantly increasing nceds. Missionary
work always needs four things : open doors, men, means, and the outpour-
ing of the Spirit.

“ Since my return to this country I have visited considerably. I have




