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accustomed to deal. It lias ail the cnormity of systematie cruelty to
children ; it is a cousriracy by representatives of civilizcd nations
aigainst simple tribes of mcn who know not what they do. On sucli an
issue the humane and pitiful Of Mvry Dnie-Protestant or Catholie,
Christian or unclîristian-sbouild unite their common protcst.

The proofs that the rum, traffic among the African tribes tends to
dcstroy ail other dcpartmcnts of trad(e, are so numerons and so well
known that I need nlot dwell apon them. It is cnough thlat this ac-
cursed evii blights ail hope of the Pl-esc-nt generation, thiat even thosc
who hiad: begun to gather about thaemi the comforts of civilization lhave
gone back to barbarism-that womnen iho hiad lcarncd sornot1ing of
modesty have 'again discarded clothing tlitt ail their resouirces may be
expended for d1rink. But flic evil is flot confincd to the present ; it
incapacitates flic people for future commerce and thrift; it casts a
bliglit upon those ývlhose hopes have beci» turned toward, Central Af-
ricat as a great field of truc commerce. Nover beforo lias Christcndom
made SO gratuitous a- concession to, the sordid gains of a few unscrupu-
ious business firmis-one wlîicl imivolveil so great a cost to national
lionor, to the fair name of tue Clhristian Church., and to the best in-
terests of millions of nîankind.

No doubt great discouragements beset this question, and many whiose
sympathies are reaily touclied are ncvcrtlîeless hopeless of resuits. We
may be very sure timat flic representatives of the liquor traffie are
quietly but effectively exerting their influence to tiart, every effort
made in the interest of lîumanity. 1l amn informed that at Washiington
an agent is exnployed by flic " liquor interests," ivliose iwhole tinie and
energy are employed to býaflle ail attcmpts supposed tu confliet with
tlieir business.

But, on the otiier biaud, what are some of oîîr encouragements to,
effort ?

First, the fact that so mucli bas aiready bec» done to arouse public
sentiment ou the subjcct. 1 refer to, the various publie meetings ivhich
have been hield in Londoni, andi especially to the formation 'if a work-
ing committce represeîîting the Missiouary Socicties of Great Britain.

Second, that the constituencies represented hore are so vast and xnay
be co, influential. Mr. W. T. Uornaday, of Washîington, D. C., lias
pertinently asked: "11Who are the more powerful, thic traders who de-
sire to, enricli tlîemselves out of the palm oil purchased ivith gin, or the
Chîristian nations whichi were eprcseuted at the Berlin Confercuce,
witlî tlîeir 368,000,000 of Christians ? America lias sixty-five foreign
missionary societies, Great Britain seventy-two, and the Continent of
Europe fif ty-seven, ilot including those of the Ronman Catholie Church.
Are they ixot strcng enougli to, cope with the rum traffic on the
Congo?"

A third encouragement is found i» the fact tlîat a united movement


