
REVIîIV OP A SERNON.

othier lndwe anticipate for our coin-
miiity a tuie o? illinînatîon,pcaceandl

Sonie of the sermons from the To.
ronto press wvhich we have seen, are
ot'the very humbdest arder, printeci, we
inay flot say published, bectuse of the
occasions on which they hîad bccn dcli-
veredl. The sermon before us was
prcaclîcd bcforc thc Prcsbytery of To-
ronta, on the occasion, we happen to
knowv, of a Presbyterial visitation in
Vauglian-the first of a course a? visi-
tations which thatPrcsbytcry je about to
pursue. It niay have been viewed as
possessimg soine importance on this
ncaunt; but it lias solid nrts of it8
own, which justify the judgment on it
which the Presbytery lîad formed wheu
they requcstcd the author ta publisa
it.

Ia au early age or the Reformned
Chaurch of Scatland, Presbyteries Met
every week or fortiiight, andi a sermon
or critical, discourse wvas a part o? their
istated exercises. Such frequcncy of
ineetingt suite not the localities of Min-
idtcrs in Canada, nor, ive May say, the
general engagements of ninisters in our
day. But, we are certainly highly cul-
pable, ifat aur less frequent meetings of
]Y'ebyteries, na discourse bie de]ivered,
or such a anc only, as migbt be given in
the ordinary course a? pulpit instruction.
Mtinisterial communion should extend
beyond the intercourse which takes
place in the ordinary business of Church
courts. United prayer and mutual ex-.
hortatian are Most important parts of
it; and ministers arc Miost in the %vay o?
being instru cted, whien tbey bave placed
tliemselves at the feet o? a brother, who
lias been previously appointed ta ad-
dresa tbem. The very exercise of the
preacher's gifle in suci, circumsta.nces,
coming forth, as lie may bc expected ta
do, willa the fruit o? study anud prayer,

lis an indirect influence o? a fàvoura-
hie hkind; as hie hearers, througii syni-
pathy anal canlation, may hie excited
ta cultivate, more dihig-entfy, the hest
gifts.

Mr. George lias honoured the occa-
sionl of hias preachmfg and the b-reihien
%vhomn lie addressed, as hie (liscourse
is characterized by deptlî au oniginality
o? tlioughit, and energy and point ia the
application o? the truth. IVe cordial-
hy rccommend it ta aur readers, beiag
assuredl, that bath miinisteTs sad peocilt
May read with advantage his expositioni
of the doctrine of the Cross, and tic
scriptural mode a? prcnching it. IVe
have, however, objections ta some pars
ofthe structure o? tue discoursejas well
as ta saine a? its sentiments and style,
vhich ive shall state. Sermons which

are submitted ta the oye, muet ho more
carefulIy prepared than those whîich are
addresscd ta tic 'car only; if, at least,
the preacher would gain a favourable
reception ta the truthes which lie brings
farwvard. And it is aur duty, flot tliinh--
ing of aur vacation as critics, but scek-
ing the saine abject ivith the preacher
himsel?-tbe advanceînent o? Divine
Truth-to rcmind hinm, when ho fails ta
do it justice in bis mode a? expottling
it.

0ur authîor's text is the declaration
o? tic Apastle: ii ie preachi Christ
cruciflcd," 1 Cor. 1-23. le introduces
the discaurse, with samejudiciaus ne-
marks an the character o? the Apostle
Paul, in connexion with the apposition
wbicli be encauiened at Corinth. The
Apostle »%ts Manifestly the principal
instrument which the Lard cmplaycd
for planting hais Cbarch in the wvorlà;
and hie cliaracter, even on this accouait
ahane, is a Most intercstirg subjcct a?
contemplation. The tirne wvas, wheri
aur artiiodax divines gencraily apoke of
the inspircdl iritcrs a3 thongh thiey hand


