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m; A1that is sublime in the perfections cf GodI1 And Public devotion has a powerful tendency to prevent
ike :what ar*e the perfections of Goci, but the qualities 1the mind fromn adopting extravagant notions of
uld ý4n bis nature which render him the lovelicet pattern things, froîn rtînning inttu crude and unwarrantable
Ica 'ý-of moral excellence of which the mind can form, a fancîns rcspecting tie object of worshîp. But cen.
all .4'conception? laI adoring God, we are just contem- cciveocf an ardent but tintutored mind tort entirely
it -,plating, with awful reverence, the principles cf ta its own feelings in regard ta the service which

na ýtbe highest mori.lity, exercised in the amplest and it is ta psy ta its Mlaker, and yen will net fait to
ed -j most efficient manner. Imagine the Creator di- conclude that there is great danger of itu falling
a ïvested of wisdom, and benevolence, and justice, into supcrstitious notions, and if once these notions
hit -'lthree attributea svhich enter inte, and indecd con- acquire a hold cf the mind, they will encreuse in
de '.îtitute the elements, flot the elernents merely, bat strcngtli tilt at last rational piety bie aitogother ex.

ýt,the very essence of morality, which constitute, tingîîished and a set of notions be substituteil in its
le lihen in operation, morality itself; imagine the reoon adverse aliko ta individual comfort, and tu>
kt icreator diveated cf these attributes, and hie would the progress of the species iii generai, in ail that
)r -umo longer bie the fit object of reverenco and love ; is improving and beneficial.
It ,wvhite the worship cf sucb a being, could worship Sncb, thon, wvould bie the evil consequence
ir {be paid Mim by rational creatures, would have ne wero the public services cf religion forealcen by
Lt 3,connectinn wbateier witli tho promotion cf right ail. The greater part of mankind woua fait into

f Onduct, tliat is, of morality among men. On the a stateocf thoughtlcss impiety; this, &gain, would.
i. -ýc«ntrary, worship of this kind would deteriorate prepare the way for the widcst diffusion of dioso-
,f ilhe moral character of the worshipper:. it would luteness, and immorality cf eonductand manners
't ..ýink instead of elevating man as a social being. white minds of a more retiring and sober eust, alive
e ý'But the mmnd when occupied in fearing God, in te the sublimities and extacies cf devotion, would

I. ',dwellîng with love and gratitude upon his unremit- gradually sink duwn into the inoat abject and ir.
r '±mng goodness, or in trusting, witli humble confi- rational superstitions which, in tlieir turn, would

2ience, upen the rectitude of bis decisions as the become the parent cf ail those miseries that
ý.;judgeocf huma» beinge, is certainly, employ- superstition bas neyer failed te preduce wberever

.,ed in an exercise that is in its tendency virtu- it luis takion root in the world.
,pue. Put an end te timis communion with God Some, however, who will readily admit t.hat ail

'teas we undoubtedly shouid, among aIl who this would unquestionably ocur, were public élevo-
,;-.are much engaged in the business cf the world, tien and public religieus instruction entirely laid
'ý;b proscribing the public assembling cf ourselves aîemytlbicmetdntaamtesr
.ktog-ther, and the encouragement afflorded te moraIs maaemong usat present, tliere can be no great
ýýby devotion would speedily cesse, white the finely dermu either te thme individual himself or te the
'ZUombined principles of morality, would be threwn community, inforsaking the assembling themmelves
4mt tt c"opeeisraiain together at those stated times which, are set apart

SBut, in the second place, were the public or by the church for the worship cf God ; that, in
dînances cf religion decerted, a consequence soine- short, mnmny a one wbo absents himself from aur

tecwhat différent in its nature, but not less pernicieus assembly, mayble as advantageoumlyempleyed êese.
13în 'te effects than those we have already mentioned, where.

would ensue. There are mindeso ferrned that de- la the remarie we made impomi devation in gene.
V~otion May bie said te bie necessary te their very rai, at the commencement cf this discourse, it w»a

~being. By this we racan that there are minds shewn, we think, upc» just and acknowledged
~whieh are ccntinually receiving deep and solemniz. priLncip!es, that it is the duty of ail men ta wcrship
mmn. impressions from the view cf their present Goà, and te attend with the profeundestreverence,

Scondition, and the tbought cf tho condition fer te those instructions which God bas graciously
.wbich they may bie destîned, as well as fromt the caused toble recorded for their moral and religion.

amppearances cf the world around thein, and the improvement.
--igenera aspect cf Providence. Now the point at present before us in, whetber

Now these are the minda that te Mnost delight any individu al can bie sure that his religious state
'4bath in private and public devotion, and they de. shail prosper, if hie desert the bouse cf Goa, ailliez
.4rive inost aduantage fromn it. Suppose, thon, that habitually or for an insufficient; reason, a reason

there were ne place where the Dame cf Goa was which he cannot assign as an apology te hie ami
publicly recorded amongst us, the efrect with per- conscience, or which is more important atill, ad

Ssonnef the charecter wenow refer to, would bethat ought neyer te bie overlooed, cannot assigfl to
theïr devotion would degenerats int superstition. God himself, the judge cf ail?


