
glory, and turned the whole thing into l>eter than King
Solomion's inies,-a fairyland of forest, silv'er force,
necklaces of dianiionds, %vrcathes of sunshine ; glittering,
sparkling, tviiklitg.. A smnali boy wvas full of iiischief.
He strtîck the tree 1 was admniring, and Io ! %vith a crack-
ling crash the crystal beauty ias gozie.

I)id you ever observe how delicious tue air is after a
snow-storni ; hio% it is alive with life, full of clear and
cool atmis, sparkling and dancing in the sunlight, with
inany.coloured beamis glancing hither and thkither ?

Now, set a glass jug of wvater in your roomi at a teOm-
perafurc of 22*. l'ut a thermioiter into the jug, and
let it stand untouchied. The temiperature of the water
%vill show 2:!" and stili the water is not fro.en. But
shako the miter, and instantly it turras into a mass of
spongy ice with the therinointer at 3:!*.

Look at the evorgreens. WVo despise thein in sum-
mner, and say they mean poor soi]. IVe are glad of thei
in wintcr when we have nothing else. Mben tlîe
prophet sang of "linstcad of the thorn shaîl corne up) the
fir-tre" it Nvas flot tic same SpeCies as ours. The inost
valuable of our evorgreens is the pille. The spruce, too,
is uised for building. 'lle hienilock looks well, but is
not of mnuch use. Lt grows on the vcry poorest of land,
and is scarcely worth the trouble of cutting down, except
for roughi fonces, and the inside coverin 'g of roofs. Its
bark, however, if not botter than its bite, is at least better
thin its woo(l, and is miuch prized by our tanners. A
young lienilock looks liglit, graceful, and féathery, and
swayslbeautifully iii thiewitid. An old oneis sturdy, rough,
deeply-.fuirroied, gnarled, brokoen, and top.blighted.

'l'lic fir is l>tter for staves of baskets auîd casks than
for boards. 'l'lie tarnarack, is chielly used for fire-wood,
and even then it is bcst for kindling. WThen green,tbougli vcry resinous, it l>urns with difficulty. When
dry, it consumes quickly, and throws off lighit burning
fragmients called Ilflankers " wvhich are dangerons. Our
codar, tbough unsightly and zig-;zag to a degree, may, be
exposed to al] sorts of usage froin timec and the %veathier
without the sligltcst synîptoni of decay, exccpt perhaps
the bark dropiping off. It ks almnost indestructile. It
grows iii marshy land, and crops up ver>' (lnscly- A
cedar swanîp is our fatrmer.s'jo)y. But our farniers; would
do wvell to shew a little providence for the future.

Every troc has its own forni and miner of groivth,
s0 that now, wlien we have not a leaf to guide tis, wc
still can know it. Every troc lias its life and history,
told on its face and by its surrounidings. In skcetching
thern in, always remnember this. No tivo trees,-no two
blides of grass alikec no two clovt.r blossonis -- o tivo
flakes of snlow. Our wondcrful world ! An clin troc
that bas grown iii the forest, wvill die when transplantcd
to a meadow;--die for ver>' loncliness and grief. Lt
cannot do without its friends.

AN OLD GRUJ.

INGENIOLIS BOYS.

IIW lOT%.

Look, at a Mali of Canada and N'veSt of Laike Superior,
you will sec a chain of smiall lakces. Lakes and rivers
mnake a chain froîn thcsc, westward and northward. fiar
iîîto the hicart of our North4Vest Territorics. Scattcred
lierc and there tliroughout this vast region are nuiers
of Indian Reserves, and at somne future timie I miay tell
you soniething of thc Iifc people lead on theni, but at
present 1 arn just going to give you an instance of hio%
dexterous these Indian boys arc that dwell iii the far
north.west.

There is nothing to show that the Indian in his; native
state liad anything corresponlding to our skates, but these
have been introduced for mnany years by white traders,
and Judian boys know their use and value. But skates
are vcry dear indeed in this part of the world, and miany
an Indian boy longs in vain for the sliîing steel bars
that are such a help in mnoving over tue glassy lako or
river. Not being able to purchase, the boy sets to work
to make theni out of suich inaterials as can be got on ani
Indian Reserve. Blacksniiths' shops are generally not be
found there, and even if they werpe, i lias no more
nîoney to pay the blacI,ýmith than to pay the store-
keceper, so he niust trust to simpler niaterials.

First lie gets a piece of wood and faâshions it roughly
into the fori of the body of in old-fashîoncd wooden
skate. At this stage it looks, somethiing like this

Next hie takes a sa% and saws a long slit <lown his woodeîî
body ; or if a saw bc xîot obtainable, hie digs out a slit
with a kunife.

Frorn sorne source lie bas obtrincd an old piece of
hoop iron, pcrhaps a piece froni a Hudson's Baiy Comn-
pany iroi-.botind packing case, or fromi an old pork bar-
rel. This hie rubs i)atiently on a rouigh stone uintil it
looks like this

anîd then lic drives it into the wooden body. If the
fates are agrecable, the iron sticks firrny iu the %vood;
if not, hie must tîgliten it by including a piece of old rag
as lie (drives it iii, or drive in a few catrefully kcept iron
nails beside it. The skate is now near conipletion.
Four more nails are driven into the sîdes of tlîc block,
'l'd to these lie attaches his thongs of dccrskin and the
skate is coniplete. Sinice lie lias no boots, but wears
nioccasins, a screwv in the bcdl is out of the question,
and the wvay lie gets about on the ice shows that these
horne-made articles answer tlîe purpose for whichi in-
tended vcry well.
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