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Notes of a Trip by a Commercial Representative

% Along the Main Line West
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phe towns i Manitoba
vopthwest Territorles are,
eveeptiong, situated on seme
mbway, having, as o general  rufe,
come Into existence after the con-
struction of the mllway and location
of the statlon,  These stattons are
usuadly placed at a distance of from
soven to twelve miles apart, and it i3
a notlevable fact that in most parts of
the vouniry there 18 n town of consid-
erable importance at every second sta-
tion, the intermedinte one having only
one ur possibly two stores and o fow
dwellings.  This rule, however, does
not hold good on the main line of the
Canadian Pacifle Ratlway, as at most
of the staxiony there i3 o very ‘falr
alzad town with one at irregular dnter-
vl of wuch larger dimenslons. This
may be nccounted for by the fact that
the country tributary to the main Hne
was ¢he first to develop and the small-
er towns have kept pace with the
growth in_the surrounding countny.

Poplar Point and High Bluft are the
omy lowns ‘between  Winnipeg and
Portage 1a Pralrie. These are ®Hoth
smalt places, but ghow signs of growth,

Mention hid Leen made of l’orts\ge
la Prairle in a prev.ous issue. West
of this town Burnside and Bagol, are
the next stations reached. These must
also be included among the smatter
places along this line.

MacGregor, the mext station, {8
very good busineas polnt. Al the dif-
terent kinds of goods required by ghe
tarnrer are to be had here, there dbeing
two or more dealers In most  lines.
Several changes in ownership have oc-
curred in the last year. ‘Phos. Stin-
son, fruits and _confeotlonery, sold out
to Moeckel & Course; Geo. Freeman,
confectionery, biscuits, etc., sold out
to James Plerce; P. W. Mantin dought
the general stock of Little Bros.; H.
Dunbar now owms the blacksmith dus-
fness formerly belonging to John Lit-
tie; E. B, Turter opened o dbutcher
shap. I3 A, Rose, of Douglas, bought
the bakery business from Mrs. George
Rogers, and James Mawtin started in
toots, “hoes and groceries {n a oland
which he had fitted up for the purpose.
White there are large quantitles of
wheat grown dn this district most of
the farmers thave also some cattie to
sell each year, and one authorky esti-
mates that there were at least” 1,000
head sold from these parts last searon.
Quite a number of these were young
cattte which were sold pamily on ac-
count of lack of feed and also to make
up for the shortage in the crop. An-
sther source of revenue 4o the settlers
here Is the sale of fire wood, of which
a large amount ds shipped drom  this
“tatlon every winter,

At Austin thore are  two  goncral
storvs, two hardwares, two confeotion-
ery standds, dakery, harness shop, drug
store, Jumber yard, three Implement
warehouses, butcher shop, a flour mill
of 170 bharrels dafly capacity and two
eevators,  The land surroumding this
wn was originaliy all covered with
dud or scrud, but a darge part has
oW been cleared off and is being cul-
tivated,  The farmers ‘here ralse In
additlon to grain large numbers of
catth and thelr funds are also swelled

Jobn McElrea Block, 8ldney, Man.

by the proceeds Tecelved from the sale
aof tre wood taken off thelr land svher
clearing # for oropping.

Stdney s alse ’a mixed farming
distriot and, llke MacGregor and Aus-
Un, ships out & lot of tirawood eawh
year. ‘Ihis business has fallen off
somewhat this last year owing to the
cextonsion of the Canadian  FPacile
Rallway branch  from MacGregor,
which runs through part of nhis dis.
trict and shortens whe haul  ¢or the
farmer constderably. A station, known
as Edrans, has ‘becn opened Just
north of Sidney, but as there has been
only onc general store opened there
the merchants of Shilney still recelve
the moxt ot the business Ik 1s quite
probable that other stores will be
started at this new town and secure
thelr shave of the trade, but as Stdney
s surrounded hy a good dtstriot which
i3 ‘becoming better settled each year {t
s not likely that any decrense {n the
volyme of hustness will result.  Two
new stores were opened last year and
soine butldings  erectedd.  John  Me-
Elrea, grocer and hardware merchant,
created - substamrial brick block, the
front portion of which is occupled by
Arkell's drug store, started ast fall,
and the rear portion by Mr. McElrea
for worage purposes. On the upper
flat s a large hall, seating 300 persons.
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Jas. White's Planing Mill, Carberry, Man,

planting of addltional trees, such as
white spruce, Banksian pine, Scotch
fir, atc,, as soon as feaslble,

Mention has already been made of
¢, J. Hurt's fiour mil. This was bulit
o little over & year ago and 13 equip-
ped With the latest fmproved machin-
ery of thz universal bolting system.
This makes & cleaner and better tlour
than the old style, economizes space,
and uses very little power. The mill
18 lghted with electricity and has a
power holst connecting the different
floors. This year & wheat drying
wachine was added.

The plaring mill started two years
ago by White & Parrott 18 now owned
by Jas. White, H2 manufactures all

Flour Milling Plant of C. J. Hurt, Carberry, Man,

——

A. GlllIs aizo built a two story brick
Dlock, which fs occupled by H. E,
Hamikon, implement dealer, and John
Bolton, who started a bakery and con-
dectionery business dast summer.  ‘The
tlour mill of Geo. Rogers has heen pur-
chased by C. 3. Hunt, of Carberry.
Carberry is the largest and most fm-
portant point betwween Portage 1a Pral-
tle and Brandon and comes well to
the top of the list of business places
in Manltoha. It has many fine dbuild-
ing-, both business and resideatial,
and is 2 clean, bright and attractlve
looking town of about 1,200 of a popu-
lation. It has many large stores filled
with the newest goods, offering a wide
range from which to select, Mhe coun-
{ry tributary to this polnt is one of
the cholce wheat seotions of Alanitoba,
and un ldea of the quantity of grain
raised may be formed from the fact
ahet there are eight elevators here as
well as a flour ‘mill of 180 barrels dajly

capacity.  In addition to the graln,
nearly  every farmer has  some
stock, and in certatin sec-
tlons stock ral~ing is gone

into quite extensively. There are sevs
eral cattle buyers at this point and
one of these estimates last yoar’s ship-
ments at from eight to ten thousand
head, but many of these, no doubt,
were brought in from points naarer
seme other station. About six miles to
the south of Carberry Is a district
known us the Sand Hill reglon, which
i3 covared with spruce trees, and is
Httls or no use for settlement. The
Forestry asseclation arve petitiontng
the depactment of the Interfor at Ot-
tawa to reserve this land as a central
Manltoba park, and o undertake the

lines of goods required for bulldings
in the way of sash, doors, mouldings,
etc., and has worked up a good busl~
noss,

Some business changes have occire
red during the year. J. Slemon bought
out C. N. Des Forgss, butcher; the
firm of Smale & Treavor, butchers,
is now Treavor & Lee; Beck & Stacey
opened a restaurant and confection-
ery stand last year and report having
dene a good business.

Douglas {3 the next town reached.
There are several stores here dbut it
{3 hardly likely that this will ever be-
come a large town as it is too close
to Carverry and Brandon,

Brandon has already ‘been mention.
ed in this journal recently, It Is the
second city in Importance in Mani-
toba. and from its rallway connection
is lkely to assume importance 1n the
not very distant future as a distribut-
ing polnt.

Still proceeding westward along the
wain line Alexander is next reached.
The district surrounding this town is
best adapted to grain growing, ul-
though most of the farmers keeb some
stock and have a few head of cattle
to sell each year. The crops in this
section Jast scason averaged about six
or seven bushels to the acre, but this
low average is due not alone to the
unfavoreble scason, as a dastructive
hafl storm swept @ portion about two
miles wide and six or seven miles
long. Jas. Forman, hardware and
lumber merchant, reports a good
business in Jumber during the year, a
number of good butllings having been
erected through the country.

' the country.

G. R. Kerr, harness maker, has sold
out tn W, Rabe, who also handles
boots, shoes and men's clothing. A. F,
Elllott, general merchant, s retiring
ftom bhusin:ss and H, Higgins has
opencl out with a stock ot grocetles,
and will shortly add clothing and the
other lines belonging to a general
stock. W. Dickson, general merchant,
has been here for many yaars and has
worked up & good business, W. Gold-
smith handles agricultural implements
and D. A. Mcllquhan has o hardware
store and also sells farm implements,
while J. Birtles takes charge of +he
fresh meat supply for the town and
dletrict.  The farmers' elevator at
thls point was burned last fall, leaving
stlll two clevators and a flat grain
warehouse,

Griswold has long be2n known fav-
orably among business men. It is sur-
rounded by a good farming country
and thz business done each year by
the merchants here represents a large
sum of mon2y. It has four clevators
which go 1o prove that a large
amount of grain js raised, although
the crop was a  light one this last
year In common with other parts of
The A. E. HI Co., Ltd,,
H. A, Scarth and Speers & Paul have
general stores, cach carrying a  large
stock, and J. G. Humphrey has a fur-
niiure warehouse, Alex. Speer bought
out the butcher business of A. H.
Speer, but with the exception of iy
change the merchants now In busly
ness here are the same as at the time
of our visit a year ago.

Oak Lake Is somewhat larg-r than
the last two places. It has one strong
drawing card in the flour mill of
Leltch Bros., which is among the fin-
est in this western country. ‘This is

I 250 barrels daily capacity and turns
out a very fine grade of flour, “An-
chor Brand” baing well Rnown to the
trade. The crop yield last season
averaged probably about twelve bushe.
els to the acre, and even with this
short crop about 400,000 bushels were
marketzd here, There are four eleva-
tors and the mill to handle this crop.
The country to the south of the town
is sandy, and while therc are some
kigh ridges of fair farming land, this
portion is, on the whole, best suitad
to mixed farming as there is o great
deal of hay land: the northern por-
tion, however, Is 2 very fine farming
section and no further proof of this
need be shown than the handsome
and substantial bulldings of the farm-
ers. Tha weckly “News' i3 now oc-
cupying new quarters and the Pres-
byterian congregation erected last
vear a Drick veneer church at a cost
of about $£4,000, $1cluding the furnish-
ings, which comprise seats for neavly
d).  The cut we show of this church
was loaned by the “News." A num-
ber of very good farm houses were
bullt last summer and & dbrick church
erected about efght miles north ot
t;xe town by the Methodist congrega-
tlon.

The dlatrict from which the town of
Virden draws its support is rolling
prairle land, best suited for mixed
farming. Within a radius of about
four miles of tha town the soil Is
sandy, Lut beyond that it is heavy
and admirably sulted for wheat grow-
ing., While most of the farmers own
some cattle, they have not as yet
many to sell, but each yaar they are
Increasing in number, vecognizing the
fact that mixed farming 4s the surest
and most profitable. There are four
elevators and a  mill here, which
shows that this i3 & good grain mar-
ket, but the amount of wheat
shipped out this year was
far short of the ordinary
output. This decrease is due to the



