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'WINNi]PEG LUI4BER INTEREST.
Froin tinte to tinte, during the past

suinir andi faîl, ,titte.iieinth of a iiiislead-
ing nature have appeared iii print regaird-
im, the luimîbier intî'rcst of Winnipeg,
lnuchi to the annoyance of the iiaîîuifac-
turers and dealers coiiiced with that
brandei of businîess, aîîd soine of tiiese
sante statenients have beeîî of sticb ant ex-
aggerated cliaracter, tlîat ..il iîîquiry into
tie actual filets places thrni in the posi-
ta of the inost awkvkward kind of gucss.

i ng. ]..uinber iinilis ]lave as a rid shut
clown fcr the scason, aîîd tic exact fig-
uires regardiîig suanufactures anti inîipor-
tions are not a inatter dificult to oh-

,ain, especially as every facilitv Lits i'eem
afforded the rî'prentatives of TuEi. Co3î-
3IEICIAL in securing the saine by tic deal-
ers and inanufacturers iîîterestcd.

Ini reaching statistics ont this braîîch of
tride we cannot give exact figures regard-
ing luniber tîmat niay have been iniliorted
by private iîîdividuals or firmîis for their
owl uise, 110or do we inelude the diflèremît
classe.- of liard wood used iii carrnv'e anti]
furniture manufacture, but uur figures
only represcat sawed anîd dressed lumnber,
wlîieh lias been or is heing used for build-
iîig and sucli purposes.

In local mîaniufactures oitly oxie saw
mili lias run steadily during tme season,
and its products, since the Openiiîg of
1882, aloiît to 9,000,000 feet, 1,000,000
of wvhich 'va. oak. Other two inanuiifite-
turers whlo ]lave only rut) for a smîîall por-
tion of the season, ]lave produced 4,500,-
000 feet, înakiîig tlîe total product
13,500,000 feet. The lumiber purcliaseti
at otlier rnills iii the North--wcst and liait-
dled by parties ini Winnipeg figures up to
12,500,000 feef, mnaking the gross trade
in doîncstic luinber for this city during
tlîe present year 26,000,000 feet.

In reaching figures o11 luniher inîported
froîn Ontario and the Unîited *States, wve
nave consulted the luinber dealers aîîd
inanufacturers of the city, and tlîeir ag-
gregato importations for the season reacli
29,500,000 if. The hexviest importer of
tbe t velve lias a gross of 10,000,000 feet,
and the liglîtest was 7150,000 fect. The
aniounit importcd by private parties we
eau onl1Y approxilliate, but we believe Nve
a-e safe iii fixing the figures at 3,000,000,
whielà vould bring thie gross importso
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the seasoîî up te the presenýit date to .32,-
500,000 feet Ili tiiese figures wve do0 ilot
include imîportationîs madle hy the calta-
diama Pacifie Railway direct, and the ag-
gregate of these wlîicll have passed

throug Wiiuipcg iust reach several
million feet for building purposes, îîot to
mntion the millions of tics and otlier
roughlinhîler. The total huinber trade
for %V inîiipeg for 1882 up to tlie present
date kç somefwlat iii the îieigliborliood of
58 '50,000 feet, wlien we confine our-
selves to transactions of purely couner-
cial parties, aiid it nitist lie reinetiered
tîmat the importations for theî year are niot
conipleted, and %vlieîi they are the figures
Nvill pr-nlitlly reach 6.5,000;000 feet.

Accepting tliese figures as represcntiîîg
the luniher business of 1882, let us loulk

aliead and sec what the prospect is for
1883. 'l'lie local dealers and nianutfactur-
ers have arrangemecnts mîade for getting
out the following quantity of logs during
tlîe present winter. For the use of tic
nîils of the City about 16,000,000 feet, to
whlich miust be added 7,000,000 feet noiv
on1 hiaîi, witli whicli to Commîence Op)era.
tions as early iii sprisîg as possible. Tlias
a total of 23,000,000 feet of logs wvill Le
at the' cisiî'îsal of city inanufactuirers,
wliil is wîitlîiî 3,000,000 fept of the Ca-
pacity o! tlîeir ixilîs Tliere arc seven
ilils whlo ]lave coiitractc<l thieir products

for the Winiîpet, imarket for 1883, aîîd
the gross capacity of thiese for the seasoxi
is soinewherc îîear 70,000,000 feet. Ar-
rang-ements have beemi mamde to geêt out
for tiiese inilîs duiiîgt, tlie winter over
57,000,000 feet, or witiî 13,000,000 feet
o! tlieir capacity. Tîmese figures give a
grand total o! 78,000,000 feet of luîîîhcr
nmanufactu re( iii tle North-west, wliiclî
ivill bc available for tlîe Winnîipeg nmari,-
et during 1883. Shîould the imiportations
froin the United States and Onîtario for
tlîat yeur show a correspoiiding incase
over 1882, tlîey would rèncli over 97,
000,000 feet, whiclî would raise tIle total
luuiber trade of Wininipcg for the coniiîg
year to 175,000,000 feet, or micarly three
tiiîies as great as tlîat of the presexît year.
'rîere is reason to believe, liowever, tlîat
the inîiports of 1883 will not imierease as
rapidly as local mnîufactures. The înilling
capacity of the Nortli-west lias niado rap-
id growtm during the presemt year, and
railwa-zy communication lias, aîîd is still
opening Up lumaher districts of the couin-
try whviicli )lave lîithcrto beemi closeo to
the Winnipcg mnarket, Making a liberal

allow'aîce for tic gain wlîich loral mtn
factures will niake ont imported goods
thmere is çvery reason to believe that the
supply o! Itittiber available for tlîe WVinni-
peg market in 1883 %vill imot lie lcss tlîaî
130,000,000 feet, Theso ligure-, semu, al-
îîîost fabulous, but tlîcy are hased upoil
carefully collectecl statisties, aîîd are cer-
taiîily tiot iii aiiy may exarngeratcd. Theî
lunibler trade of a !iew City is onîe of theî
miost reliale ind(exes to its prosperity,
aîîd wvitI the forcgoing figures before pîs
%ve uiay wvitli safety challenige aiîy City oit
thc Aiericari Continenît, or in fact i the
Umiverse, to show sucli uniuiistakable
sigîls of rapiui growth aîîd devcloumenit

OUR RIVAL STOCK EXOHANGES.
If counpetitiom is the lifc of trade Winnii-

pcg is goiiîg to have soutec hife iii coiinec-
tion Nvitli the establihment of a Stock
E xcliaiige. Twvo conipanies are iii the
field for thc liomior o! attendiîîg to tlîe City
walits; ini tlat Enle, anîd froni the notices
iii the Gazette of October 3cd, tlîe ainis and
objects, anîd even the iauîîes, o! the twvo
conipamies are so inucli alike, tlîat it is
dillicult to se liowv both eau secure a
Charter. The îîost markced d1itlQrence bec-
twceeî tlîc two is the ainount o! capital
stock iii ea'li, one hein- 8$50, 000 and
the other ""10,000. It is unnecessary to
state to tliose wlio ]lave had any exper-
iencc ini stock excîmanges t,.at the capital
of citlier is altogetlier inadequate to wlîat
the waîits of the city will bc wvitlin a
short time front thc present date, unm1ess
the operatioiis of both inîstitutionîs are to
bc very linmited in tlieir scope.

In the organiziîîg of hotlî o! tîmese coin-
pallics, it is evident tlîat suflicient public-
ity lias iîot heemi giveil. to the proceediîîg,
aîîd sufficiemît opportuuîity has flot beeîî
allowed for tic gezîcral business public .to
express their vicws upon what tic city
requires. No persoiî will deuîy the riglit
of a mîumher o! mcn, un<ler « ic laws of
tmis province, to joiîî theinselves togetlier
aîîd apply for a charter for the comîduct
of any le, itiniate business, but the- inîo-
tuent tmese ni fttteiuipt the organizatioii
of a stock exclamîgc, thcy are touchîing a
matter iii wlîicl every business mani iii
tlîe City lîolds certain ri-lits, aimd tlîe riglits
of the public niust Uc looked after iii pre-
ference to those of any liuniited îunmber o!
iiîdividuals wvishiuî to forui a coilipaiuy
for tic purpose of nîakin- profits ont tlîeir
iiivestincîmts. One of tic conîpaiies mnade
an attempt to reînedy tlîe evil we coni.


