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TUE CONDITION 0F THE WEST
Though thora were saine prodi!.êioes by

pessimitleally inclinai] persoas tbat thu. crop
area lu Manitoba weuld show a declîno tbf.
yoar, owlug ta the low prico o! grain, tho
gi-nertIl lt wus tbat ibaro vrould ho an
leoceaso le the saronge. Tho latter vfew
bas proveci correct, as sown by the tirsi ,lfrial
crop bulletin lasueci this sason, which was
cîrouLsieci lait weoek TbF, shows the total
area, under %Il crops ta ho 1,592,394 acres, ho.
ieg an inareaseof nearly 40,000 acres over lasI
yeor or any proviens yoan. This luarease f.
tory gratitylng ai tho present tUne, lndcaîieg
as it does, that the country fa gaiug abeana,
regardiesa of close times, and show iug that tho
farinera are not disceuraged con accounit af the
low prices which have prevailcil ai loto.

The iucreased crop aoa is ospeciaily ot.
ietactory wbon il la considared that ex-
cessive raie grentiy dolayed oedieg le the
aprfug, making theseasa a laieone. Under

* the3o unfavorable weatber conditioes it
%outl et hava beeu a surprise if theo
crop ares liadt sowe a naduction, aed
the increose would certafuly bave beau largar it
the sprlug bard beau as eonly as usital. As il ia,
fi la probatble thal the iecreasedl area actuolly
savon wilt ho greoter than la showe by the
bulletie, as ewieg te the late season xnany
formers were nat through wlth their seedieg

* and pianting wbee the roture was mode. A
cunsidorabie areà bas bseau put ta crap,
principaiiy ln pc'tatuea aud routa, siece the firat
af June, ait which date roture were made ta
the govenumeet.

'!e inurease le tho orcrp area ibis year shows
ihblMauituba ie makiug gaod progresa, lu

* spi te ai the deprasalon vvhich je beirûg fulb ie
agriculture the world ovar, owing ta tho
geueral prevaience ut low priues. This iu-

* crosne in tbecrop ares means mare than le shown
or. tho surface, s0 far as the generai advauce.
ment ana developineet of the country fa con-
4ereed. The farinera efthis country bave durit.g
the poil yesr or twe beau givneg more atten-
tiue tu stock-roising, daityug, eto., aS tho
progras made in this direcioun, vvbich je net

shwn by the crep aras retures, bas heau more
napid thon ie cnltivoaieg the soit. Iu i aisfeg
baga particnlarby, the experts thia 8eàson show
that the farinera have maude a great advance in
ibis itdustry. Other branches of atack.raising,
as well as dairylng, bave mode goud pragreas
duriug the lait year, and the lor.nars are mncb
lesu dependent thon lormorly upon the grain
crops.

The advaecenent of the couetry in therefore
greater thbn la ahown by tho crop raturas, le
tact, coesiderieg the incresad attention direct.
cd teoatook.raisieg and datryiug, a decrease ie
the crup ar5a, lnstead o! a foir inecase, would
ualtbhave indicated that tho fermera were makt.
ieg progress backwdtrd. i waubd aimply have
indicateci that the inoeaed attention given ta
dairy ieg and stock bail dîro tracelfrm groin

grovwleg. As fi la, bowover, wo bave an ln
4.1ease ail araund, ln grain.aed general crops aa
weib ma ln athor branohes o! agriculture.

The coi ut -y fa ail rlght, ln spito of low prices
and dopression in agricalturo. Low prices
may possibly continue for anather year, and
added ta tbis our crop tbis yoir moy ho a poor
one, in vihici caue wo wlil faet the dopression
mnure keeai>, than ivo yet have donc. But oane
shunta snob untavorable cor.ditioes provail, it
woald not sitop the advancomont of this coun-
try, thouRh progroas wauld ho retarded. In-
decid, the prelont depression may ho regarded
to somna extent as a bleslng lu di@guise. It
has already had a gond effett upen tht country.
The increaaed attention given ta stock rais-
inèz, dairyiug, eW., will bo benefiua.
Many farmner& have beau cured of the
Ide& that they can gel rlch fn a few years
growing wheat atone, nnd with tbf. ides dis.
plaaid thasy aro ln a botter way to auceed
than they woro betore. Tho country vvill
cort.afiy bo more pro3porous wlth tho dafry.
lug and stock interesta well devoloped, thon it
was under the aid systein of giving aimait en.
tiro attention ta whoat.

Anothar very valuabri lesson bas beau i care.
cdi rcgarding the baaie upon which business hau
becn donc in thfa country. A dccided check
bas bean È von te tho tante systeun ot promis.
cunas and .1ulmot unestrictcd crodit business
whizh bas prevaf lai haro. 0ur fariner8 have
heen oncanraged-oven cnticod te go ieta debt
freely an future prospects. As a rosuit of ibis
condition, ibere bas b.-en a great deal of
aver purchasiug, wbich has .uffectedl ail classes,
and this le largely the cause af the troubles of
many at the prenant turne.

0f course It ns8t bc taka iuto considers.
tien ibat this ie a now counutry, and ihat mosi
of aur farmera have corne haro wjth timited
means. At the autant they required building
and fencing material, imploments, stok, pro.
visions, etc., to auatble tbem tu màko a sart
upon their tarins and sustain themelves untit
they coului obbain a ratura froni the land.
Very few now settlera have haci aufll.ient rilans
on their arrivai bere ta onable thern to ma a
fair stat frean af debt. The consequenco i.,
ibat as credit wus geeerably ceily obtainablo,
moet natteurs bave gons intu debt ta enabla
them W niokeastorbon their larm8. Theru was
conseuutnly the temptobion ie the pasi ta
puruhou thiega vehi.h wcre nut antullyu e
essary ta farmnera who werc jast nakinga atart.
Wbile the frec crcdit eyatcm bas therefore
eeabled mauy persona to mako a istart ie
farming wbo wero net je a position te
makre a start without assistance, il
bas at the saine lima eucouraged aven buying
aIl araued. This teudeecy bas nnv rccived
a decided che..k, and business horeator wiil bc
conducteci on a more restricted but saler basis,
as regards credit transactions.

la a new country like Manitoba, whero s0
maey ut our farinera have hardly yet had timre
te establish theiseives, and wherc the majoriý,y
hava made a 8tari with vary limitoci meaas, i.
le but natural that tho low prices ior produce
aboula ho fait ta snome ortent. As regarde tho
Ires extension ut credit Wu uow oeeta, as boa
been tho tuse in Manitoba, il is simpiy a aign
of confidence la the future ut the country.

Credit le itsoît la ail rfght. The systom bas
enablod mony ta start le farmiug hero, who
would net aihorwfso bave bean able ta hogin
farmiaig. Carritd ont, however, as it bus
hoen, it bas workod avii ta tho farmars thein.
seves as weil as ta traders. It bas ecreased
the coai ot goonds, inducad over.buylug, ana
bais a geood deal ta do with the fieanciaily alose
coud ition cf maey peoplo at tha prenant Urnie.

Thero is oery ovîdenca that the farinera are
now praecti%:ing the strictest cenomy. Country
mdruhants report that their sales have lon off
as muas s 60 ta 75 Ver cent. A great doolino
in sales et ail classes of g~onds, epeciaily lu
agniculturalisplaments, bas bean czpartenocd
aIl ovor the couetry. White tbf. contraction
ia guing tu prove the salvattun. of the formera,
it in le the meantime bard upan the commercial
commuuity. Itlef, howover, the oely right
course ta puasu under the circumstances, and
undar ordlnary aircumstanres will spoeduly ro-
store the formera af the country to a saund and
heaithy basis.

Combinaid with ibis general muvement ta
practico% econerny, thora lo the tact, wortby of
note, that tho prices af about ail kfecis of
goonds have dciined vony materiably. thora.
fore, whbite tbo 'price cf wheat fa low.
the purcbasing powoer cf wbeat, buabol for
bushol, in aiment as gr.eat as fi wau
saine years ago, vs heu the grain veas worth
neariy double the prosont rul!ng prices.

AIl tbiegg considoeec, thera ia notbing le
the prenent situation ta mako the future ai the
country appoor glaomy, aey mare than tbero
bas bean at any turne aIne the cauntry was
opeued for sottlement. Ritîser the ceetrary.
Important occurreeces bave transpired which
have rather improved the outluok wit hie the
la-t ten or a doz3n years. Freigbt rates are
-v cch lower ; tho cotl et living bas bau very
greatly reduced ; tawna bave grown up and
raitways bave beau extendeci ail over the con-
try, thus greatly redacleg tbe distac'ce îrav-
olled le hauliug grain andi produce ta market ;
diversiEed fitrming bas giron place te %c conaid-
niable extent ta wbeat.grawieg only. le lact,
there bats baga a decided improvement for the
better le maey waya wiihin the tant few
years.

Ecaeamy la the raad ta prospenity. The
cconomy whi,. le eow evidently being se gen.
tral'y prreticed, ouil certainly bring the fari.
era out ùf aey flnanu.al troubla whi0 h may
now affect a number of thora, and the recovery
wili ho more r..p: i thon may suppose possible.
0f course mucit will depend uron coapa and
prices af farin produce dnrieg the ne low
ycare. There eiay ho lertber drawbackh ta
avercame le the Immediato future os regards
cncpi andi pricea ; but that they wifl ibc duly
overcome, thtre in no ressac ta doubi for an
instant. __________

EDITURIAL NOTES.
TuFastudy ut agrkultnro, whioh la likely ta

ho endertaken le tho publie athoais ot Mani.
tuba, ehbould prove bath use4l, and interest4og.
It la ho .: te imagine any more ieterestiug atudy
thon agriculture. ha is the atudy et nature it.
soif, white as far usofuilnesa, agriculture we
may say la the basis af civilization, comimerce
and ieduatny. Ni reasonable objection can be


