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McKINLEY ADVODATES.

Tho great mjority of the Uttra Republican
journals of the Uaited States, eepacially in the
west, attribute tho causo of their great party de-
feat ot the late Congressional slections to the
McKianley hilt and i ultra taritlf provisions,
and mawy of themn spesk in anything bat flicter.
ing terms of tho biil aud its framuer. Some fow
go 8o far as to take as an itsm of consilation
the faor, that among the dofeated caadilates
wag Me. McKinloy himsolf. Thore archowevera
very fow journals which have still a fworable
word for the McKinloy bill, and tho attempts
made by such journuls o discover some other
causs for tho great Ropublican rout than the
passtay of this bl aro amueing in some instan.
ces aud idioticatly silly in others.

Among the silliest of silly defonces of the Mec
Kivley bill is that of the St. Paul Journal of
Commerce, which is as follows :

«The McKinley bill was an innovation, It
contained new features. Thu belief is general
that it means higher average duties. It is not
understood and cannot bo untilit has been
tried.

The people of the United States are believars
in the fundamontul policy of protection. They
acs 113 ravly foe fess coaly, Should the
next coogress establish a freo trade taritf
it would be re.uked more vigorously than
McKioloy has beeu. The taritt on linea, tin
and some lines of woolen goods was. in theory,
especially obnoxious. Practically nonoof us
koow anything aboutit. But it wasan jonno-
varion and was sat down upon.”

Iike a lawyer fightinga case, which he knows
to be hopeless, and of which he knows heis on
the wrong side, the Journal of Commerce feels
bound to say somothing for its clicut, although
it would have been botter to have letall goinsi.
lence, than furnish tho above puecrile attempt
at a defence. The article of the Jonrnal comm-
ences with a statemont that ““The peaple of the
United States are not fond of innovations.
‘They do not take kindly to changes,” a state-
ment which isa libel upon the progressive record
of that great nation. The birth of the nation
was a startliog change, and a staggering inno-
vaticn upon the mediweval or ultra conservative
forms of government, which were in existence
in the latter half of the eightecnth century,
Almost every great progressive movement in
the nation’s history has been attended with
some startling change or innovation, so that

now it islooked to by the outside world as the’

pioneer of political and social evolution, Yet
the Journal of Commerce, in order to defend a
petty act of tariff tinkering, would try to make
its readers beliove, that the United States was
a fogyized nation, with s people of fossilized
and counservative notions, and cannct see how
inconsistent, as well as opposed to fact such an
argument really is.

Among the many startling innovations of
United States history, prominence mustbe given
to that most startling of all Abraham Lincoln’s
cmancipation proclamation, which according to
the argument of the Journal of Commerce must
have been distasteful to the people of the Unit-
ed States, instead of being asit now is pro.

claimed asono of the great and glorious acts of
tho na iou's hesd. The fanovation of freeing
the laborer was accomplished a quarter of a
century nyo with the voice of the Awmerican
people, aml their voice at tho late clections
sounded liko an intention to freo his labor as
some not distant date. The Journa! of Com-
meree had better jnterprot the warning aright,
and in view of the coming crach, propare to
“stand from under.”

NO HOG QUARANTINE.

Threo weeks ags Tne Cosysrerar, under the
hoading of **A Lusson of th s Season” commented
strougly upon the neglect by our farmers of
the profituble branch of hog raising, and refer-
waost this fall,"when cur farmers have an abuad-
ant supply of rough grain, rout crops and other
red tothe anomalous atateof affnirsin theNorth
first class hog feed, besides a consi-lerable portion
of wheat ina bleached and damaged state,
all of which can only be mado profitable in
pork raising, and at the eame time they are
without hogs to which it can be fed. “Vo wore
pleased to note ufterwards, that the articlo in
question was quoted by almost every joucnal in
Manitoba, showing the intercst taken every-
whoere in this very important subject,

Thero is no sense in the policy some people
ia this country wish followed out, namely of
hiding, or rather denyiag the truth of adverse
crop roports, whon they really contain truth.
The people of the Northwest can well afford to
allow the fuw unpleasant truths about their
country to be published, for they are trifling
compared with the advantages it offers,
both for settlemont or investment, and they
follow a far safer policy, when they do admit
uppleasant facts, for the truth inthis as in
every other matter will come out best in the
end.

It is no doubt a pleasure to a patriotic Mani-
toban to tell that the Northwest this year has
raised o crop of wheat aggregating at least
15,000,000 bushels, but it is only wisdom to
admit, that owing to a wet fall, and other un.
favorable circumstances never before experi-
enced in the country, one-fourth of this aggre-
gate is so badly damaged as to Lo unfit for
milling purposes, or rather uafit to be used in
makiug the class of flour usually expected from
Northwestern wheat, It might also be wise as
well as truthfal to admit that the bulk of the
damage sustained is due to farmers of limited
means, and with insufficient labor help, trying
o raise and gather in crops far too large for
the facilities at their command.

It is the burden of damaged wheat thusadded
to our plethora of rough grain and roots, which
makes the hog question a burning one at pres-
cnt, and one which will require special and
prompt measures to successfully, or even with
partial success, grapple with it this winter.
With this fact steadily inview Tie CoMMERCIAL
has started into the subject, and with a practi-
cal desire to discover what had best be done
under the peculiar cir:umstances. Ao agitation
on the maiter would be simply folly, althovgh
thero existed points on which the Dominion
Government could render valuable assistauce.
Qur course was clear, namely by acalm and

intelligont corcespondence with the Dominion
anthoritics to ancurc if possible cvery assistance
which could be expected from that source, Tho
lotter of the publisher to tue Honorable the
Minister of Agric.lture, and tho prompt reply
to the samo will be found eclsewhero in this
issue, and proves the anxioty of the Ottawa
Goverament to makesomo concession, although
that concession is only a partial help out of tho
tomporary difficulty iu which our farmers are
nov’ placed.

T'o any onc familiar with tho traasportation
of hoge, it is well known that the quarantine
heretofore enforced in conncction with their
import from the United States, entailing a
delay and supervision of twenty-ono days at
the bouadary line, was equal to a prohibition of
such imports. By the concession now to bemade,
this will be avoilled, and the rich hog raising
couatry of southera Minnesota and Iowa opened
to our farmers as a purchasomarket. In thoso
states thero is a vory short corn crop, a shorter
crop of oats, and almost a famine in root crops.
Hogs by the hundred thousaad will have to bo
rushed into markot there this winter for want
of feed, anda very large proportion of them
will be such av United States pork packers will
not buy at any price, and a market even at
reduced figuves for them will be hard to find.
It is just such hogs as the packers refuse that
arc wanted in this country. Those that ave
too poor or too young to slaughter, and they
will be abundaut in the states roferred to,

The question of the cost of importing is one
requiring consideration, but it presents no
ditficulties though no great advantages,
Such hogs under present market quotations can
be bought in Iowa and Mianesota, brought to
this province, and after paying the present im.
port duty, cost the importer somewhat over a
cent & pound less thanthe figures ot which
they could belal’ down from eastern Canada,
with the prices prevailing there. Besides
neither Oantario nor Quebec have any hogs to
spare, and raisers there are not prepared to
soll any unless thoge ready for the butcher, and
such are not required by our farmers.

The coucession thus mede or tobe made by
the Dominion Government, is a reasonable one
at this time, aund it gains some in value
from the promptitude with which it is made,
Itis one which should be taken advantage of
with equal promptitudo by our farmers. We
have had a Farmers’ Union in bygone years
doing some very scnseless and unnecessary
things, buat this is 4 matter on which farmers
should uunite for mutual profit. Every section
of settled country should have its hog im.
porting urion, and its ropresentative ap-
pointed to go to a southern hog country and
secure for members of the Union the necessary
imports of hogs. Tt is more than likely, that
the government order in council on the subject
may limit the privilege to hogs for fecding and
breeding, excluding fat hogs ready for slaugh.
ter. These will probably be still subject to the
quarantine or bonding arraavements. Be that
as it may it will not interfore with imports for
the farmer, The poorer and lighter the hog
the less the duty, when it is based upon weight,
and plenty of the kind wanted can be had
within 500 miles of the Manitoba boundary,



