6 THE CRITIC.

ASPIRATIONS.

“Tho thiuge aro nat without
‘Chint T moat wiah to wing
But §f they come at all
Thoy muat apring up within.

I tiest wonld wialnm prize,

Oh to discern atlghty

Midst these bewildering glares
Truth's one clear steadfnat light.

Aud after wisdom—strength
OFf hody amd of will,

I'hat I nny rervo the goud
And telumph o'er the ill.

Aud then to erown all—love!
Withiout it all were vaing
When self's abeorbed by lovo
T'on thousand fold the gain.

Ol windom, love, and atrength,
*I'ix as [ make thee mine,

My life shall sweetly blend
With the ene Life Divine.

Windsor, N, 8., Dec, 1885, AVONIAN,

[¥or HE cririo. }
CANADA'S MILITARY STATUS.
No. IV.

For the purposs af maintaining ivteroal tranquillity the existing wilitia
are fairly efficient « for 4 more onerous duty their sorvices would bo of the
most nugatory character. low, for instance, could they hope to mensure
“swords with the conntless thouswnds who could bo levied in the United
States to carry the Starz and Stripes into Capadian territory 7 As already !
mentioned, the Domininn has e rtainly no other nation to fear than her
Republiean neighhor  The happiest relations now exist, it is truo.  But it
was not always &o and may net always contivue  The.Canadiane havo ouly
conio by their conntry by what might bo regarded as n fluke. There ia !
overy roasnn to helinvn that if the Amerieans hind succoeded in their cfforts
to capture Quehee after their aeiznre of Ticonderoga ant Crown DPoint, tho |
American eagle wonld (o day chelter the entire continent with his colossal |
wings, so determined were the ehildren of liberty to weld the two countries |
into one mammoth republic  Indeed wo might go further and attributo t!lo:
line of dewnreation tn the efray bullet which pierced the body of Mont-
gomery as he gallautly etragaled on the ramparts of Quebec  Nature can
never condone the separation, o oppesed is it to all her canons. Dut an
invasion of Canada by tho United States, which formned so popular a theme
in America from the heginning of the century up to the civil strife, is now
cousigned to the realm of improhhi'ities, and has no special pleaders excopt
the Stygian throng of Rocavites \When tho feeling of hostility to
Capada was uppermaost in the American mind, it can easily he accounted for
by the bitter hatred that prevailed aziinst the British throne. Sinco the war
this foeling of antipathy has hoen zradually subsiding  To-day it has no
natioual significaner  Oply 1 trihe of wretched miscreants on whoso banner
“ Dynawite” in emblazaned v Wold and glaring capitala seck to gain a
cheap notoriety ond some ready fande hy flaunting their anti Pritish flag
whero thete is no danger. Every state of the Union contains a class who
believe the two countrine have 1 similw dastiny  ‘They are not, however,
the devotees of any crend in which this amalgamation shall be sought by
forco of arms  If the marital vit~e rou'1 he performed by mutual consent,
thousauds of true Amevicane won'd Verild it with glad acclaim; but they
would not wish to see the nations linked togother at the edge of the sword,
although very little more irritation during the Southern rising would have
sot the heather in a blaze. In the loyal North, the bearing towards Canada
during the civil ca~nage was, to siy the least, unwarrantedly imperious.
The pross poured out the vials of its onvenomed wrath at everything
Canadian or British, and hurl-d the harshest ¢pithets at its northern neigh-
bors— aud especially at Groat Biitain for the Lumiliating surrender of
Mason and Slidell.  When John Buall had reclaimed the confedorate agouts,
the tone of the Now York duilies was as offeusive to Canadian cars as the
pungent pews of American journalists could make it. United States
generals, t00, oponly threatened to attack tho colony. It was now that the
frontier of Cunada came in for a for a searching inspection. More than one
federal soldier undor the Uniun flvg haughtily pronounced it incapablo of
defence. Thus, with the pussibihity of u rupture, Evgland hurried across
the ocean officers and men tu uphold the national colors, should the Ameri-
cana bo egged on by the virulence of their temper to the assumption of fresh
responsibilities.  Oun the American side of the Great Lakes 1mportant fortifi-
cations wero erected. United States ongineers on ons side of the frontier,
and a staff of DBritish ollicers on*the othor, were cngaged in maturing
olaborato plans for the construction of stupenduous defensive wofks tho
moment the Jowering cloud should burst. In tho then angry mood of the:
hostile powers, these precsutivns were timely; but happily events did not take
such a turn as to call into pliy the latent vnergivs of tho “ Canucks.” That
dangerous period over it now luuks to the student of events as if the United
States would not under any circumstances be very anxious to go to war
with Canada while the conuexion with Eugland lasts, Neifher will sho bo
likely to, after the coiony gets past the chryvaalis stage, unless intornational
complicatious arise which will justitv a resort to arms,  Thoe time was whon'
the American veople wonld wa e revsend at her subjugation.
Tove of conquenst wai  « - 1 c-apt them to add Canada to their
dominivns, W\ uen ey catse LBGIT wal.as 8gainst her1t will be for good and
justifiablo reasons.

But a puro ).

In considering how Canada can bost securo a comparative imtunity from
insults by the koepiug up of a rigorous military systom, it should be borne
in mind that sho has a very poouliar and at tho same timo a very unavoidable
dostiny. As proviously hinted, Canada must, beforn many moro yoars,
looson tho silken cords that bind her to England. It will then bo a matter
of suprome importanco whother the wayward colony romains a true friend
to hor paront, or throws ovorboard the affoctions engondored by her long
attachment to tho empiroe, and gives her hand and heart to hor Ropublican
noighbor. No loss a thinkor than Goldwin Smith assures us that the
immutable laws of uaturo have made such a union inovitable. And if wo
wish to convinco oursolves of the ratiomality of this viow, wo havo but to
unfurl a chart of the American continent, and with ono glance up and
down tho vast aron sve tho indivisible naturo of tho wholo land. It is a
truism that what God has joined togother no man can rond assunder. Tho
sojunction of the two countrios for'the last contury has beon but o briof
proam, & prolude for the snioothing down of animosities, and a paving of
tho way to tho ro-uniting of the continent into ono mighty and homogeneuus
people, alike in origin and institution, and destined to hold a rognant power
in the councils of tho world. No man saw more clearly the certainty of
Canada's dotachment from England,.soonor or later, than the Hon. Josoph
Howo-—Cannda's greatest orator aud statesman. With a sagacity that dces
not belong to overy political chisftain, he pointed ont nearly half & ocontury
ago the absolute fallaey of the idea that Canada could remain much longer
than a contury a scion of tho empire—notwithstanding the vociferous poch-
poohing of the theory by the aposties of red-tapeism. He also had the
presciopce to sco the possibility of the Dominion at somo timo boing an
enomy of Eugland, whon- her peoplo far outnumbor the inhabitants of tho
British Isles—or, in other words, whon she is absorbed by the restless nation
whoso subjects will yet people the earth from Florida to Alaska, and from
ocean to ocenn,

Canadian indepondencs, as clsewhoro stated, will, with hardly a doubt,
bo ushered in with the next ccntury—the only doubt, indeod, being that the
Dominion may have gone over, ** horso, foot, and dragoons,” to the United
States beforo the centuries get out of thoir teons. At all ovents the confed-
oration is dvomed tu a partial dissolution before thio annexation movement is
complete. Under the most favorable conditions for its development, confi-
donca, as Chatham haos said, is a plant of slow growth. DBut the provinces
of Canada might live on from cycle to cycle, and grow groy with age,.and
still be able to proclaim from the house-tops with a patriarchial smile that
they had no confidence in each other, so devoid are thoy of overything that
tends to unification. If we take Nova Scotia for an illustration, wo find
that hor peoplo sre heartily tired of contending for their rights against
series aftor sories of arbitrary exactions, and of being allied to a country
whose commercial correlations bear as much real analugy one to another as
the quarterings on the escutcheon of a German bavon. Throughout the
Maritime Provinces tho samu feoling of estrangement exists, and- intolligent
popular opinion—that sheet anchor of freedom—is hourly widemng the
breach betweon them and the rest of. Canada, and narrowing the gap that
divides thom from the United States, to which the irrestible curront of events
is drawing them closer and closer in the bonds of unity and peace. In
truth one might as woll expect to discover the lost tribes of Israel and
Baddeck, as to find a Canadian constituency without a greater or loss number
of ‘annexationiste. Imporial foderation—so far as Canada is concerned, is
the veriest trumpery. Its practicability is on a par with thoattempt to extract
sunbeams from cucumbers. It is au indisputable thing that cohesion is life
and scparativn death—other things boing equal. But other things are not
equal in Caneda. Secparation from the empire would mean with her a
peaceful sliding into the American Union—the most eventful and: promising
lifo that could fall to her lot. The federation idea will have its day, but
very few in Canada will cherish the delusion. . C. P M
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HERE AND THERE.

The human hoarl must bleed to show its finer instincts.
Had Christ not been crucified, he never would have. boen called divine.

As to comparing Louis Riel to Christ, you mistake, my friends: it was the
thiof at his side ho resombled.

Wo have only the hard rocks where the soa rolls heavily ; the roughness
of & primitiva race produces orly tho hard hearts of tho warrior, slave-owner
and cruel conqueror.

Tho beautiful vegetation of tho sea is luxuriant only in tho resting places
of the deep; it is only when tho human race has plonty of peacoand security,
that tho choicost flowers of the mind expand and give out their most fra-
grant perfume.

Iow any man with a little deed to his own brains can believe in impri-
sonment for debt, is past my humble ounce of brains to conceive. '

It takes away-tho hopofulness and'tho enorgy necossary to a flourishing
trade, it means the long credit systorm—a curso to this, and all other commu-
nitios that practice it. T _ ) .

Shylock’s “pound of flésh” policy belongs to the past; but Nova:
Scotians still hold to it, though humanity averts hor shamed face, and our
common senso is quoted at a discount. . o

T have scon a’ young man in the bright littlo town of Amherst shob
down in cold blood, in an attempt to escapo from a constable who had »
warrant for his arrest for a dobt of four dollars and sixty cents, which includ-
ed tho constable’s fees. -
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