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> EDITORIAL NOTES.

Pr1ZE-~TwENTY DorrLang.—In order (o secure for the Christmas Number
of Tur Ciuric first-class 1cading matter, wo have decided to offer a prize of
twenty dollars for the best story, with the understanding that we are at
liberty to select and publish the cont:ibutions of those wio may compete for
thoe prizo. The story must not exceed three thousand wonls, nor be less
than fifteen hundred. ‘Tho requlam etaff contributors for Tus Critie will
not compete for tho prize. Tho stories wilt be submitted to a committee
of three gentlomen, and the prize will bo awarded by them to the person
sending the best  The nom-de-pdume of the wnter should he forwarded with
the manuscript, the writer's real name being withheld until the wemn de-
phuone of the prize winner 18 announced in Tug Cuirie. Stories to be for-
E\)-:ndcd tlo the Editor of 'I'ng Cuuric, 161 Hollis Street, 1ahifax, not later than

ct, 15th,

‘The fuvor with which lawn-tennis 15 niow regarded by our young peoplc,
and the increaging populanty of the game . Nova Scoua, would wdicate
that it is to take a leading place among the amusements and pastimes durning
the next ten years.  Gentlemen like the game, because, winle affurding them
-the mecans of pleasurable exercise, it does not debar them, 8 io cricket,
from the sucicty of the ladies.  The fair sea appreciate the game, because
they can engage in the spourt as the eyuals, and not the infeniurs of theit
more muscular brothers.

What guud reason exists fur the present division of the schoul term in
ﬂ_nis province, we cannot ascertain.  Somce tune ago a reason fur it was
givin—whether a goud une or nut it houts BOlL DuW tu inyuire. as its
cugency, if it had any, is confessedly no longer puicewiible, indeed it is as
obsolcte as the laws of Lycusgus. As all our Inspeciuts of Schuuls, and
many others that give thought to weaknesses in vut educational legislation,
are very proncunced in theur preference of one long term an cach year as
cumpared with two short ones, it scems impossible that action in the matter
will be much longer delayed. .

“ The people of Prince Edward Island are awakening to the absolute
necessity that exists for better communicatiun between the Island and the
mainlard during the winter munths.  Senator Howlan, with charictatistic
energy, has succeeded in procuning from the New York Submarine Tube
and Tunncl Co., a dcfinite  propusal, shereby the company undertakes to
construct at a cust nut exceeding §3.000.0u0; a tunnel between Capes
Traverse and Tonentine, frum edge to cdge of the board ice, a distance of
four miles ; the work to be completed within two years.  As the cengincer
ing difficulfics arc not great, we may hop.o 1o sce the work undertaken at an
carly datz. A Dominivon subsidy will be required, and should be granted
without uanccessary delay.

amount of land which they will recommeml the Ontario government to
secure for the Canadian side of the International Park. It will be about

; four times the amourt appropriated Ly the Americans, and will cost only
jabout one-fourth as much.

It will be many years, however, before the
Canadian side can be vide as beanufud as the Ametlean, although it affords
a much hetter view.

¢ The number of feamale deks anployed in the inside Canadian Civil
Serviee is annuatly increaring, and it 1s aftirmed by those best qualified to
know that as respects (licier.cy, these pen women are equal if not superior
to those of the sterner sex.  As civilization advances, woman's sphere of
uscfulness will widen and xtend ; and if the revolution be accomplished
without blunting her finer sensibilities, and detracting from her peculiar
femiinine graces, mankind as well as woman kind will be the gainers thereby.

The credit of Nova Scotia aud that of the Dominion of Canada have
recently been called in uestion by the action of the firm of Messrs. James
Grabham & Co., 10 Moorgate St, this firm offering for sale bonds of the
Nictaux ang Atlantic Central Railway, guarantced by the Dominion and
Nova Scotia Governments,  As no such guarantec has been given by
, tither Guvernment, and as the representatives of the Company disavow
any knowledge of the affair, investors are at a loss to understand the true
inwurdness of the transaction.  So far, no explanation has been made of
the mystery. . .

W. Scott, Publisher, London, has just brought out a selection of the
poems of the marvellous boy-poet, Chatterton, who perished three mouths
befure reaching his cighteenth year.  To this edition is prefixed a ver;,
interesting bivgraphy of Chatterton. ‘The latter scems to have been treated
by Walpole with the tyrannous arrogance which rude-minded men in high
places usually show to struggling genius. Walpole is even said to have been
indirectly the cause of the poor boy's early death. It was of this unfor-
wunate that C oleridge said : ** Had he lived he would have been as farabove
Shakespeare as Shakespeare is above me.”

The clections now pending in England, have again brought into active
operation the socicties advocating and oppusing the passage of the Deceased
Wife's Sister Bill i the British Parliament. ‘Those who favor the adoption
of this measure i Britaw, have been for many years actively engaged in
sccuning s passage through the several parhaments of the Colonics, and
having thus paved the way for its becoming law in the mother country. they
are deternuned to leave no stone unturned to accomplish their purpose,
‘'he ophonents are making an active canvass against those known to be
favorablu to its adoption, hoping thus to outwit their adversaries,

The Ontavio wovernment has decided to postpone the crection of the
pew Parliament buildings for a year. The cost, as first cstimated, was to
be 8750,000; but later estimates show that it will exceed Sl,ooo,opo.
“Tlere is a curious juke in connection with the location of the old build-
ings, which most of our readers may not have heard. The buildings stand
on oue of the corners of King and Simcoe Streets, ‘l'orouto, the other three
cernas being cccupicd by Upper Canada College, St. Andrew's Church,
and a hetel.  This corner is therefore called the corner of the four ‘ ations’

-legislation, cducation, salvation, and—well, another ‘ation’ which tem.
perance people say fullows the frequenting of hotels.

A comparatively shutt thwe since the world's petrolcum was thought ta
be lunited, but in later years the discoveries of inexhaustible wells of oil
have followed in quick succession. According to a London paper, the
petroleum field of the Russian Empire is of alinost irncalculable vastness
Sput's encyclupedia cstimates it at 14 000 square miles. In the region of
*he Caucasus and the Caspian alone there are three oil-bearing strata, run
ning direct from the Crimea to the Balkan hills, a stretch of 1,500 miles
lung and ten broad. At Bahu the sapply scems absolutely inexhaustible.
The more the ground is tapped the faster the fiuid seems to flow. Many
pumping wells hase been wothed for years without the level of the oil
being luwered in the slightest degree, or the wells in any way affected by
discharies fium adjoining fountains, proceeding from greater or lesser depths,
The peninsula of Apsheron is probably honey-combed with thousands of
oil cells. Ono of these cells has already given 1,500,000 barrels of oil, and
yet the pump draws the oil as freely and as ieadily to the surface as when
the basin was first tapped by the buring ten yearsago. In America a depth
of 1 ovo fect is thuught nothing of in Loring for 0if , a man is not particularly
discomaged if e penctrate as fac without discovering petroleum.  In Baku,
Luwcver, an engineer, begios to look for it at 100 fect, and no well has yet got
lowcr than 825, In 1883, two flowing wells in luss than a month upheaved
veatly 30.000,000 gallons of oil apicce, from a depth of yoo feet, and when
they were finally plugged, to “curk up ™ their supply for future use, they
were still fluwing at the rate of 20,000 gallons of oil per dien.  In Amer-
‘ca there ate a number of wells in the Bradfurd region 2,000 or 3,000 feet
|decp. America has 25,000 drilled petroleum wells, Baku only 400,

oy 3 e L4 - . . . .
I'he Conadian Niagma Falls Commissioners have decided upon the




