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8 THE CRITIC

CITY CHIMES.

Amopg tho many costly and clegant gifts presonted to Mr. and Mrs,
Merlin on the occasion of thoir marrisago was an elogant mantol clock given
by the Grafton Streot Chursh Choir, cach of the high contracting parties
having been old snd popular members of that highly cfficient miusical

association,

T'he first concort given by the Orphous Club this season was n warked
succoss. Tho chorus work being for tho most part admimble, displaying se
it did careful treining and attentive practice. In No. 1 the voices woro woll
balanced. No. 2 was cqually effective. No. 4, which is a charming compo-
sition was not up to the mark owing to the volumo of tone of the altos buing
grootor than was nocessary. No. 8, tho chorus for malo voices was woll ren-
dered, and Dr. Slayter did full justico to tho part sssigned him. No, 10
displayed in a spocial wanner thu excellent training of tho elub, the pisno
ond croscondo possages boing renderod almost faultlessly. Nos. 3 and 9,
which woro rondored by Miss Laino displayed artistic work, and that lady
way Lo assured that smong hor list of sdwirors aro some who can fully
appreciato-vocal talent of hor standard.  No. 7 by Mrs. Hagarty, was sung
with much fecling and was apprecisted by the sudience. Horr Klingenfold
took chsrge of No. 4, and did it in his own oxcollent style. Taken sll in
all the concort was ono of the hest evor given by the club, and the public
will look forward +with pleasuro to tho other concerts which are to follow.
Mr, C. H. Porter, tho ablo and genial conductor, has gone for a short trip to
visit his home in Bridgeport, Conn.

On Sunday night the *“ besutiful ** began to fall in a way that scemed to
indicato a fair prospect of sleighing for Chiristnas, but the hope proved delus-
ive, likelmany another, and on Monday morning all wasslush again. Awong
those whoso devotiona may be supposed to take the shapo of very sincoro
and carnest potitions for a white mantlo for mother earth msy no doubt bo
reckoned the hotel koopors of Bodford and other resorts of the customary
wintor drives. If Mr. Morrison of tho ‘‘ Bedford ” bo among tho pious
{ftitionors wo heartily wish him a favorable dispensation. Bedford snd the

alifax people who resort thither have sustained some loss in the departure
of Beech of the Bellevue, but it has fortunately beon fully mado up for by
tho advont of Morrison. Mr. Morrison has the advantage of a larger house
which, now that he is becoming sottlod, is roplete with comforts, enhanced
by tho excellent stylo in which his tables are laid, and in which his dinners
and other meals aro cooked and served.  Mr. Morrison’s gonial reputation
when lessco of the Myrtle House at Digby is wide-sproad, and those who
have visited tho Bedford entertain no doubt of its being sustained. We
sinceroly wish Mr. Morrison a good sleighing season this winter to give him
the start he o well merits. A more plessant resort it would be difficult to

imagine.

The McDowell Dramatic Company has received valuable reinforcements
in the persons of Miss Fanny Reeves (Mre, McDowoll), Mr. Hight and Mr,
Sterner who opened at tho Acadewy of Music on Monday evening in the
% School for Scandal.” A splondid audience was present who greoted Mrs.
MeDowell with a tromendous storm of applause whon she first mado her
appearance on the stage in tho character of Iady Teazte.  The part
of Sir Peter Teazlo was capitally played by Mr. Hight, while Crabtree
received full justice in tho hands of Mr. Sterner. Mr. McDowell took the
part of Charles Surface, and played it wel), notwithstanding the snxiety
attendant on the first night of a now play, which he must have felt. The
other characters wers well taken, and as a whole tho performance may be
considered the most finished which the company have given hero during a
long and euccessful season.  Mrs, McDowoell as Lady Teazlo was splendid
and in the sccnes with Sir Peter loft littlo to be desired. The play gives an
excellont opportunity for the display of dress, which is always attractive to
the ladies. Without tho strongtk added to the Company by the recent arrivals
Sheridan's charming comedy could hardly have been presented. Tho scenery
was nob quite up to the mark, in fact it was unfit for such a plov. The
¢ School for Scandal” swas repeated on Tuesday evening and will be given
again to-morrow a« tho matinee. *Qur Boys” was givep on Christmss day
st botk matinee and evening performances. The matineo was attended
priacipally by children, there was a fair sprinkling of ladies and gentlemen.
The first two acts of * Our Boys" went smoothly, hut in the last act the voico
of tho prompter was heaid rather too frequently. Miss Fannio Reoves ss
Mary Molrose was charming, and Miss Morgan as Violot was very sttractivo,
Mr. McDowell's Talbut was good, as .lso the Charles of Mr. Gibson,
but Mr, Stornor as Middlewick pleased tho audience immensely. Mr.
Hight a3 Sir Geoffroy was excollent. The two prizes, a girl's hand sleigh
and a boy’s sharp shooter wore won respectively by Miss Emily Angrovo,
daughter of Capt. Angrove, and Mastor James M. Hamm of Dartmouth.
¢ Our Boys” drew a crowded house again on Christmas night.  * Pique”
was given last night and will bo repeated to-night and to-morrow.

Much has becn said at different times about the carcless way in which
women carry their purses and watches. No doubt much that has boon said is
true, but tho following articlo recommends itsolf to our judgment for the
roason that both money and watch may get lost together, however, we give it
for what it is worth, as some of our lady frionds may liko to adopt tho plan :—
¢ It is a lamentablo fact that but one woman in ten can recach her pocket to
put her purse in it, Sometimes it is doposited in the soat of the car;
sometimos it is left on tho counter of & shop ; sgain it is so carefully put
away at bome that soveral weoks are devoted to its search, and it is at Just
discyvered in one of Charloy’s coats that ho hus put sway to ge to the
cleanor’s. Wheredo you keep your watch? Hanging at the side, forgotten

at home, or tucked in soino myslorious way in tho bosom of your frock just
50 you can't got at it without unbuttoning the bodico and cansing o blush to
oome upon the frce of the messenger boy 1 Bo wiso in your gonoration and
mako a syndicate, 8 combine of watch and purse. Thoy aro very futching to
look nt, and tho littlo wateh peoping out from the cornor of your purso is a
constant remiuder to you that time is monoy.  Yeu will cluteh your purse
with groater vigor whon you kunow it contaius your time framed iu small
diamonds in it ; then, too, you will not bo likely to lot it go, as you will
want every woman who has not grot the combination to ses how lucky you aro.”
A botter plan wo think would be for wotnen to insist upon having plenty ot
seneiblo pockeis in their gowns, and if theoy mako a dotormined offurt they
will get thom. Women haveo as good a right to pookets as men have, although
tho latter havo onjoyed a monopoly so long that it would seem strauge for
tho weakor sox to bo put on a lovel with tho lords of creation in this reapect.

Vory swell and very olaborato ara tho Christnins dinnors now propared
by she leading hot~ls of Halifax, indeed so marked a foture in holet m1n.
agemont havo theso becomo that mauy who are out ofl' from their home circlos
aro glad to avail themselves of the bountiful hospitality of the hotel proprie
tors. ‘The Moeesra, Hossloin's spread at the Halifax hotel on Wedno-day
included, in addition to a long list of salads, all the delicacios that could bo
obtained, and one and »ll of tho livo scoro of guocsts who sat around the
Hesslein’s board, pronounced the bill of fa1o all that could be desired nnd

the cooking porfection.

Christmas in Halifax passed over very quietly. Wo had the poorest sort
of weither thatcould be mixod, and the streois becamo so slippery during
the latter part of tho afternoon as to wakoe walking a dangerous amusement,
Tho sevorul churchos wero well attended at tho morning sorvices, and the
various attractions in tho sfternoon and evening were woll patronizad.  All
tho charitable institutions woro kindly remsmbered by those philanthropic
peoplo who mske it their duty to see that the poor and necody are mude
happy at this fostive scason. The Exhibition Rink was oponed both after-
noon and ovening. The ice was good, and tho 66th band furnished music,
A large number of skaters woro present in the afternoon. An onjoyable
ontertainment was givon at the Siilor's Home, where sixty-two sea-faring
men took tea and listened to the concert which followed. Tho prisoners at
Rockhbead had a jolly good Christmas dinner, and the aldermen in charge of
the varous city institutions did all in their power to make the inmates happy

COMMERCIAL.

The weather continues to be unsatisfactory, in that it has largely rotar-
ded tho progress of trade and the delivery of gouds ordered Retailers have
done a vory good business in all lines, but we doubt w) _ther the aggregato
will como up this season to the average for the past for« years.

Tho following aro the Assignments and Busjness Changes in this Prov
ince during the past weck :—M I7, Esger, whol. druggist, Ialifax, sssigned ,
N. H. Brightwan, baker, Awmherst, assigned to J. R. Loearney sud W. T.
Pipes i trust for benefit of creditors; Geo. Ii. Forsyth & Co., wholesalo
grocors, Halifax, Geo. E Forsyth cousent to Eliza Forsyth, his wife, to do
business in lier own namo ; Jas. A Freoman, general store, Kempt, consont
to Heresa Frooman, his wifo, to do business in her own namo.

Bradstreet's report of the week’s failures :—

Week Prev. Weeks corresponding to

Dec 20, week ~—~——1Dec, 20. - ——— Failures for the year to dato.

1889 1889 1883 1857 1856 1859 1888 1887 1872
United States.. 330 %70 3L 267 312 11353 10082 2404 10213
Canada........ 38 23 10 34 10 1578 1670 1279 1158

Dry Goons.— Another dull week has passed in the wholesale dry goods
trade, owing to the protracted spell of unusually mild weather, which has
provod vory sorious to country trado and rendered collections slow. In
consequence remittances have been very unsatisfactory and no improve-
ment can now be oxpected till after the turn of the yeir. Cuttons aro quiot,
the only fcature of any note being a new arrangement made by the millsin
tho Upper Provinces for the export of grey cotton to China. Woollen
goods ave dull and unchanged, oven the sorting trade being at almost a
stand still.  Most wholesale houses have ordored their travellers home, as
wany country firms rofuse to order their spring goods.

IroN, HardwARE axp METaLs.—The situation in iron and steol of all
grados continues very firm. Most holders, howaver, have overy confidenco
in the markot and are aot offering, as they feel certain that higher prices will
rulo later on whon buyers find themselves compolled to roplenish their
stocks. Bariron is steady. Tin plates are not changed, though it is believ-
ed that prices would bo shaded for large lots. Canada plates are firm with
prices tending upward. In metals the strongth reported last weok has
beon well sustained, copper boing firin.

Breapsturrs.—Tho flour market has continued quiet, a steady jobbing
businoss being transacted. The tone is steady on the wholo and figures are
practically unchanged. Beerbohm's cable reports *cargcs off coast—
wheat firm, corn quiet Livorpool spot whoat and corn firmer.  French
country markots firm.” Tho Chicago wheat market was strongor and
advanced 3c. In New York wheat advanced 4¢. to Je.  In St Louis and
Toledo wheat was firm and oats have rewmained unchanged.

Provisioxs.—Loc. * provisions havoe beon quiet with nothing of interest
to report and very little business doing. Drussod hogs woro quiet and oasy,
owing to the provalonco of unfavorable weather. Lard in Liverpool declined
3d., while pork, bacon and tallow wero unchanged. There has heen no
change worthy of noto in tho Chicago provision market. The hog market
thoro was firm and advanced Gc.  Lhe cattlo markot was fairly activo and

steady.
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