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EDITORIAL NOTES.

There are now engaged in the Atlantic trade 130 iron steamships valued
at $100,000,000, and an innumerable number of smaller steamers of which
itis difficult to estimate the value, “*The highway of the ocean” is no longer
metaphoncsl language, it is literal, ves, very literal. )

Have you read “She,"” by H. Ryder Haggard, the author of “ King
Svlomon's Mines 1" 1f not, b all means procure a copy. * She” is one of
the most fascinating and original buoks which has appeared in the present
day. It is so far_above the ordinary novel and so full of plasing and
unlooked-for surprises, that an extended review of it would simply spoil a
rich literary treat,

Dr. Grant, Principal of Queen’s Collcge, in a recent address gave the
students some wholcsome advice as to the duty of honest electors. He
denounced the party machine by which men were nominated as candidites
for parlisment, and referred in scathing terms to the bribery and corruption
resorted to in order to gain pasty ends. If Dr. Grant were to run an
clection he would feel that the theme of his discourse was one that could be

aalt with to the advantage of the people on at least fifty-two Sundays of
cach year,

Street begging in Halifax has come to be i positive nuisance. Go
where you will ajong the main thoroughfares and you will encounter a knot
of young urchins, one of whom, in whining toncs, begs that yon will give
him a few cents, “The business men complain that the nuisance is no longer
confined to the streets, but that the little beggars are besieging their offices
and on various pretenses requesting assistance, snd 100 oficn a few cents
are given to get clear of the rascals. The police should check this growing
love for filthy lucre among our juvenile citizens.

8t. Valentine was said 10 have been distinguished for his love and
chatity, but the origin of the present custom of selecting a valentine on the
14th of February is uncertain, it probably being an old pagan custom.  Our
young peaple who ob.erve the time hunored sending of valentines should
use and not.abuse the custom. Sweet missives angd highly perfumed sachete
are appropriate valentin 3, but grotesque pictures and sentiments expressed
1D Coarse lanZuage shouw..! never be sent by any per-on, as such wis-called
valentines wound the seumibilities of the recipients and make an otherwise
Pleasant custom an intolerable nuisance,

The German Army Bil npon which the gaovernment is now appealing
to the country, sigmfics an increase of 135 wmen for the next sevea years
to an already huge standing  rmy, and an annual exper ditare of 26,500.000.
The German people will probably accept this Lew fipost without complaint,
but when the great chancellor, Bismarck, goes over to the majorny such
useless expenditures will he done away with,

The British people are somewhat too conscrvative, They uphold certam
changes in the constitution, but when it is proposed that Lord Salisbury.
the leader of the Gaverument, who has a seat in the House of Lards, should
be alluwed to speak in the House of Commons, a perfect hubbub is raised
and the suggestion sugmatized as ultra radical  Why ultra-radical 2 Surely
the leader of the Government which depends fur its existence upon the
continued confidence of the mumbers in the House of Commons, should be
the mouthpiece of the Cabinet, and, so far as we cin see, the objections

o | urged against sach a course are without weight and savor of fussilism,

Some idea of the extent 1o which mechinical ingenuitv and efiiciency
have advanced may be had from the folls wing stalement: Tt is now pos-
sible to construct a complete sewing machine in O miame, or sixty in a
hour ; a reaper every fifteen minutes, or less, three hondred watchies o day
complete in all theic appointments,  More important than this even is 1he
fact that it is possible to construct a locomotive in a day.  From the plans
of the draughisman to the execation of them by the woitkman, every wheel,
lever, valve and rod may be constracted from the metal to the engine intact.
Every rivet may be driven in the boiler, coery tibe in the wbe sheets, and
from the smoke-stack to the ash pan a locomotive may be wrned out in one
day, completely equipped, ready to do the work of & hundred horses. With-
ont such machinery and the skilled lubor to operate them, the civilized
world of to-day would be an impossibility.— Craftsmun,

————

We had thought that literary log rolling was distinctively characteristic
of those American writers who use their positions to advertise themselves
and their friends, and who appear to work on the principle of * scratch my
back and P'll scratch yours,” hut we arc sorry to learn fram the rovelauons
recently made by Mr. Cullins, that a class of British magazine wiiters has
adopied the same reprehensible method of obtaiming notuiety  These
would-be sifeviry * 48 are of the ppnion that people believe what they
read and that judicious puffing coming from a seemingly uninterested suurce
will gain for stcond rate contrbutions the stimp of meri. We regret o
say that some of our younz Canadiin writers have had recoutse o this
method of bringing their names prominemily befors the pubhe : but we do
not believe thata cheap reputation gained by fulsome seifl wraten notices
can be of any permanent advantage to an aspirant for licra.y bonots
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A traveller in Nova Scoda when visiting rem: le districts is sometimes
struck with the odd names given to children, and many of our clergymen
base their best aneed tes ap o the na nas gtven o babigs acopuism, The
parents in one famly living in a Cap: Braon fstung vinag - namnad thar
cldest daughter Victoria Regind, aid, havioz ¢ -me frow tie United states,
they named their son atter two disttogashed presidents, thtowieg m the
name of the Dominion's capital as an offact.  lae lad now deagiss i the
name of Abraham Uly-ses Ouawa ——.  Novel as is this name 1 isthrown
quite into the shade by that of a young Windsor buy who was christened
Joseph Curaglius Theephilus Shack Eoci o Abandego. Sesater Van
Wyck has been severely criticized in Wasamzwon for nronmg Lo daughta
Happy New Year.  But, alter all, whats mmanaae?  fuas the pueroauve
of parents to follow their own sweet will 1 th: cuuee of names for ther
offspring.

‘The following rather extraordiniry ptragraph apacared in the Liverpool
Mercuri as a * Science Note” :—The explosion of an ostrich egg w the
hands ot a sciemific mw is not a common accurrence, and the recent
accident at Yale College has excited considerable comment.  Mr. Buer,
at the Peabody Museum New Haven, Conn,, was bonnyg a hole m an
African cgg. weighing about three pounds, waen 1t exploded and knocked
him sensceless, injaring him severely, and wounding some of the bystinders.
Such explosions on a small scale are a conmon madeut on the Cnnese
coast. A common fashion of preserving hens’ egus for sea use 15 to pack
them in lime, and if properly packed they will keep sweet for months , but
they are not always thus packed. Sometimes a vessel leaves a Chinese port
with a large supply of cgas, warsanted to keep all the voyage home ; but in
a week or two they begin to go bad in a most exttaordmary manner.  The
lime has such an effzct on them that 1t generates a peculiar foul smelling
gay, and the moment the shell receives a crack it eapiodes. At finst the
explosions are rare and very mud; but in a few weeks the ¢ preserved”
eges 2o off with a report 1 ke a ustol, with aa ever-increasing odor and
frequency, and are fisally relegat d 1 the stilars, whe fiad conwderble
amusement with them  The exploston at Yale, waoich lus coded so
disastrously to Mr, Bauer, 13 doubtless due t, thy same cause: bat the

strong shell of the ostrich egg has intensified the evil result,



