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is woll preparod at sea. The Black Sea, tha
Caspian, and Lake Aval aro all of thom wall
guarded by naval forces. Tho Black Sea
squadron comprises fivo scrow-corvetios and
two yechts, of colleotively 1864-horse power
and 47 guns, with threo iron clad vessels
besides in building; tho Caspian squadron
consists of fourteen sailing vessels and
seventoen steamars, being collectively 990-
horsepower,and 5 guns; aud the squadron of
Lako Aral is meade up of six steamera with
190-borsopower and § gnns, Morveover,
there is tho Siberian coast fleot, consisting
of thirty four steamors of 1820 horsepower
and with 61 guns.
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Russiap Policy inCeniral Asin.

Dr. Arminius Vamboery. writing in the.{2l-
genv ine Zeittng on the policy ot Russia in
Central Asia, says thut it 13 now abnodantly |
evident that this policy, nuiwithstanding
tho constant endeavour to conceal its true
nature and objects, is ono of simple con-

quest. ‘Itis, indeed, n liltle surprising,”
he observes, **that Russinn politiciuns
should allege such motives for their conduct
18 every one who knows Central Asia must
regard as utterly inadequate £nd ground-
less. Russia wishes to persuade Lurope,who
has placed great fuith in her of late, that in
striving toopenaroad fromKLiva todstrabed
she is prompted by commercial motives
alone, ‘To talk of commercial ovjects ina
district where from time immemnorial it has
never been pessible to estublish a regular
caravan traflicisin itsel{ sufliciently para-
doxical, and thoe impracticability of ro.
alizing such a gotion will bo seen from the
fi0t tbat the commercinl roada from and
<hrough Central Asia have always taken a
northerly, north-iwester'y, or s.utlerly, bat
myer o sonth westerly direction, and that
the only traffic which is gaid to have existed
Letween tho Caspran and the Oxus dates
{rom the time when the mouth of that river
waug in BalkanBay. Thewarmest advocates
of tho ¢ civilizing miseion ’ of Russiain Asia
could not have fuiled to gce that, completely
igonoring the above facts, she Legan to pena-
trate tho valleysof the Attrek «nd Ghurgan
2van before tho conguest of Khiva.,  Atter
tho completion of the Klivauc «npaigu this
equivocal policy was naturally pu.sued with
increased encrgy; the Transcaspian dis-
trict was formed, and allitnces were antered
into with the Yomud Turcomans, though
it might have been known beforehiaad that
such alliances would lead to an incessant
state of war, that tho olject of this new ac
quisition was neither pacification of th~
Khanato of Kbiva nor thoe resteration of the
power ol its princes, and that peace would
only he restored when the Russians reached
the fronticrs of o more stible government
—namely, Porsia or Afghanisten. All
these sham commiercial relations betieen
Khiva and tho soanth‘westera shors of the
Caspian have bhitherto resuited 1 two poor
Khivsn caravans, which tho Russian papers
represent in onthusiastic arlicles 28 tho in.
asuguration of o now trinmwph of commer-
cial activity. Tbo good traders of Kbisn,
however, true to their practico of canturies,
were not to bo induced to kelp the Russian
plaps, and the road from Kbiva to Xras-
novodsk has remnined cmpty. In Dorem-
berlzstColonelColuchom:-kileftKrasnovodsk
at tho hesd of a ¢ commercial caravan’ in o
south-easterly, dircclion purposing to pass
throngh tho couatry of tho Yomuds,thoGok-
Jens, and tho Tekkes, to Meshed. . .
He o} oourso kaow better than any ono
that it would bo impossiblo under prescssnt

[

ciroumstances to oross tho steppe in that
direccion. The caravan was prevented by
‘Furcoman hordes from proceeding boyond
tho firat stage of its journey, and a little ex-
pedition hal to bo sent, *in theinterests of
trade,’ to punish theso Turcomans. . .

. . According to Russian accounts, which
alone reach tbe Europeon press, the expo-
dition has erectad & fort at Kuren, and gar*
risoned it with a sufficiont {orce of infuutry,
cavalry, and artutery; but the news coming
from the Turcoman steppes by way of Mery
speaks not of one, but of threo forts, and of
a considerable contingent of Turcoman
horsemen who huve entered the Russian
sorvicoe.,” M. Vambery adds that an agree-
ment between Russia and Englaud as to
their policy in Asia has now become impos-
sible.” +*The first footing effected by Ruse
sia at the mouths of the Attrek and Ghure
gan must lead, a3 a necessary consequence,
to tho incorporation of Metv, and to the ex’
teusion of the Russian frontier to the spars
of the Paropamisos. To remain stationary
anywhere betweeon these points s as 110pos:
siblo as it would be for Russia, if she had
reached the vicioity of ierat, torefrain from
pusbing forward to the northern cxtremn-
ties of the indian passes. . . Noth-
ing is more aatural, under these circum-
stances, than that both in Afghanistan and
oun tho northern frontier of Persin ovents
should be advancing with unexpected ra
pidity towards a crisis. XEven tho most en*
ligbtened enemiecs of England must admit
that, on tho one band, sheis hardly in any
wway rosponsible for tho approaching comph+
cations, and, on the other, thw,, however
peacelully inclined she may be, sho cannot
contizuo tomaintzin a policy of indiffereace
in presencoe of the conduct of Russia. If
the politicians of St. Petersburg imagine
that England will quictly look on while tho
influence of Russia—under the guise of
civilization, trade, or bumanity—goes on ex-
tending to the Bolan and the Xhyber Pass,
they are grievously in error.”

The Cause of Dronghts

In tho older scttled States of the Union
tho inbabitants are suflering {rom a scarcity
of wwater more acutely even than aro tho
poople of Michigan, Scientists agree in at-
tributing the cause to tho reckless and im*
provident mauner in which they have up-
set tho routine of nature by destroying the
agents sho cmployed i tho execution of
her laws. Itis believed that when the pino
woods of Michigan bavo been entirely des-
troyed, and the growth of hard woods has
been reduced by the demands of the agri-
culturalist for cleared land to the mero
patches absolutely necessary for current
use, that lopg continued droughts wwould be
the rule, and those who succeed us will ex:
periance a difficulty in procuring water of
which we little dream.

Just nowr it loaks as if the drought which
will render winter of 1874-5 a mamorable
one m Now Englend annalsis over, but is
not to late to consideritslesson. The Bos-
ton Herald says that, for six months, tho
people, of the Eastern States have tcen
complaining of want of rajin. Hardly o mill
in New England has beenobliged to shorten
its working hours or per..ps shut dowa al
togethor. Hardly o city whose water sup-
ply has not been o source of anxiety for
weeks, threateving to fail utterly if relief
did uot como from the clouds Hardly o
farmer whose cattlo have not been saved
from sufferiog by an extrn amount of labour
and expense ! proniding them with their
daily drink. Water hae beon an articlo of

commorco in many of our towns, and the
situation was growing worse day by day.

There have been severo droughts n wintor
bofore, but not often one of such length

oxtent snd far reaching influonces. And
wo can blame only ourselves and aucestors
for 1t. In old times a drought was the
direct result ofa limited rain-fall, but thero
has been so much less than usual this year
28 to cause all this trouble. In the last
century new England was pretty wellcover-
ed with trees. and the rain that fell soaked
into the ground, ran slowly down the val-

loys and finally reached the ocean. Now
the land ie stripped of trces, the bhills and
mountain rogions even, whero the gources.
of our rivers are, have been bared to the
scorching rays of the sun, and nearly two

thirds of all the rain that falls evaporates

before it reaches the seaboard. This has
dried vp the riversinto brooks, the brooks
into mere rivulets, with dusty bottoms, for
months. This has ruined many of our
trout brooks. ‘T'his, too, by causing the
sudden departure of the snows in spring,

causes many destruclive {reshets. 1ln the
thick Maine woods the gradual moelting of
tho enow lasts for weeks and keeps the
rivers at & high pitch, while tho sireams
whoso head waters flow from a country sirip*
ped of trees riso and fall with the sudden:

ness of mountain brooks after a shower.

The reckless improvidence, due to cupidity
and carelessness, which has made so much
of our territory a hideous expanse of rag-
god, rocky, worthless fields, is the cause of
curdronghts. Improvidence must bear the
blame, pot Providencs -—Muritime Trade
Rcricw.
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Axomier CuarLesve.—Private Tammadge,
bolder of the 44ihh Cuallengo Cup, nas re*
ceived a chollenge from Sergt. dicColl, to
shoot forits possess:on. It will beromiember:
ed that the Match of May 24th oniginated in
a challenge from Sergt McColl, who did not
tako part in the competition on that day.
The reason for this seems to be that the
letter fixing the dato was taken out of tho
post cffice by snother parson of the same
name, and was not handad to its rightful
ornor until the day after the match was
shot, Coanzequentiy, McUColl desires anor
ther chanco Me. Tucimadge, who is to
sail for England with the Wimbledon team
on the 19ty, has fixed thodate jor donday,
14th, Ilo has alrezdy won the cup twice
with the highest scures ever made on the
range, and we cannot but hope that he
will do g0 again, os the cup will then ba-
come his personal property. The competr
tion will, however, bo keen, as, in addition
to Sergi. MoColl, Major Hambly and
Sergts, Bennot and Marsh have aleady an- -
nounced their intention to compete.—Bel
lecille Intclligencer.

Feance now scems to bo the reservoir in-
to which the gold of the world is pouring.
In the first three micnths of the present
yoar the imports of the precious metals ex-
ceeded 350,000,600 francs, or soventy mil*
lioa dollars, and aimost four fifthsof the
whole was in gold coin and bullion. The
sources of this supply wero rmuch morc
various than may bo supposed, for much
less than one half was sent England. The
United States contributed about ten million
dollars, and vast sums were also received
froty Germany. By thelast reccived roport
of tho Bank of France the cashlocked up in
its vaults was 1,535,000.000 francs, or §307,°
020,000, whilo the Bank of England a} the
samo time held only $103,600,000.



