o

920 The Presbyterian Review.

KNOX CHURCH JUBILEE.

Tho Soclal Ro-Union o Groat Success—-Large Numbor of 0ld
Mombors and Frionds Forogathor—-Eistorical Skotch by Mr.
William Galbraith~Addrcsses by Sovoral Clorgymeon.

‘I'ho succoss which attended the semi-centennial celebration of
Kunox ohureh, Toronlo, was vnly what was sxpected.  ludeed, the
oucaston wasono which could not fuil 1u uterest, the position
whioh KKuox church occupivs betngan many respects umguo, A
perusal of the historical skotch prepared aud read by Mr. Williamn
Galbrawth will stow the place whieh the congregation holds in the
history of Presbyterianiam in Upper Canada.

The committee 12 chargo of tho nrrangements was composzed of
the foliowing gentlomen : Messrs, W a1 Galbraith (cbairman), S.
H. Laughlin (secretary), Wi, Suthurland, W, Mortumer Clark,
Johw Dancau, J. W. Cnug, A. Hurris, C. W, Thompson, and the
pastor, Kuv. Dr. Parsous. .

As noticed Inst week, the cclobration was began by special
services on Sabbath the 7th ist., when Rov.Dr. Flotchor, of
Hamilton, and Rev. Win. S. Ball, preached. It was continucd
on Thursdsy uveming when a social re-unton was held, and on
Sabbath last whoen interesting sorvides wore conducted in the
church by tho pastor, Rev. Dr. Parsons, and by Rev. Prof.
MacLaren, D.D., of Knox College, and a special Sabbath school
servico in tho afternoon, conducted by forwmer superintendents,
and by Rev. Alex. Gilray, first nussionary 1o Duchuas streot.

Tho social ro-union on ‘Taursday ovening was u most pleasant
function. From G.30 to 8 tea was sorved in the sprcious lecture.-
hall of the church, which was beautilully decorated with bunting,
floweraan 1 plants. Several hundredsof peoploattonded. Lhe ladica
who presided at the tables woero Mrs. H. M. Parsons, Mrs, W.
Mortimer Clark, Mes. McGaw, Mrs. John Burns, Mrs. R. Scott,
Mes. Sommerville, Mes. Wilkio, Mrs. MoGregor, Mra. Livingstone
Mrs. W, Dathie, Mrs. Knowles, Mcs, Moerschicider, Mrs. D
Macksy, Mrs, W, Gulbraith, Mrs, \Winnett, Muss Craig, Mrs,
'1;‘)‘“‘ Wanless, Mes. John Puncan, Mrs. Armstrong, and Miss
Niven.

Me. Hugh Miller, J.P., bas in his possossicn, and exhibited it
attho tea meeting, one of the tickots to tho farowell gathering
held on the occasion of the departure from Toronto of tho Inte
Rev. Androw King. The following is a co,.y of the words printed
on the tigket : -** Farewoll party to the Rev. Andrew King, M.A,,
by the Ifevo Prasbyterian congregation of Toronto, at the City
Hall, on Friday evening, 25th March, 1845,at seven o'clock.”

Pountic Megrine 1x Te Cuuncu.

After toa 8 great public meeting was held in the church,
baginmng ateght o'clock. The chair was taken by Mr. Wm,
Galbraith, and on tho platform with him were Rev. Dr. Parsons,

astor of tho church; Mr. \Wm. Morumer Clark, Rev. Mobert
Vallace, Rov. Prof. W, Gregg, Rov, Dr. Robertson, Kev. Win.
Burns, Mr. J. L. Blaikie, Rov. R. P, McKay, Rov. Dr. McLsren,
Mesars. J. K. Macdonald, Hugh Miller, J.P., and others.

Among the many old membera of the church present wero
noticed tho following, many of whoin are now in followship with
athor churches, owing to having moved up town :—Rev. Dr. Alex.
Mackay, who joined in 1852 ; Rov. W, S, ﬁall, who joinedin 1845 ;
Miss Jano McArpin, 1859; Mr. and Mres. Garrick, 1871 ; Mrs.
Eltiott, who jninod in tho tirst year of Dr. Burns’ ministry ; Mrs,
D. Cowan, 1867 : Mrs. John Harvie, 1853 ; Mr. Georgo S. Spence,
1860 ; Mc. John Ferguson, 1852, Mr. Alex. Edgar, 1801 ; Mrs.
Alex. Edgar, 1857, Rov. Thomasi'enwick, 1850, Mr.and Mrs.
D. B, Cackburn, 1877; Mrs. John Shaw, 1854; Mrs, M. Shaw,
1857, Me. J. Campbell, 1869; Mr. W, J. Stibbs, 1850; Mr. R.
Nanser, 1874, Mc. David Gallit, 1865; Mr. John McFarlane,
1875, M. James Brawn, 1860. Me. and Mrs. Malcolin Gibbs,
1560, Me. W, B. M.Marrich, 1862 ; Mrs. W. B. McMarrich, 1866;
Me. and Mes, L. J. Dignam, 1830, Mr. and Mrs. Janies Mitchell,
1851 ; Mcs. Mc.Caflrey, 1849, Mr. George McMarrich, 1864, Mrs,
Georgre Mcdlurrich, 186S; Mr. James Fleming, 1S69. Others
prosent were:—Mr. Johu Stalker and Miss Stalker, Mrs. J.
Camphell and Miss E lith C. Campbell, Mrs. R. Westlake, Mes, A.
Camerua, Me. nad Mes. D. Rose, Mr. John Wanless, je., Mr. A.
McR ught, Mea, Camceron, Mr. aod Mes. Joha Inrie, Mrs. James
W cbster (Allandale), Mres. Crowthers, Mr. Henry Swan, Mr. and
Mea, W, Lawrenco, Mr. J. K. Harris, Mr. James Mucdonald, Mrs.
Rull, Me. J. R. Waaless, M~ D. Urquhiart, Mea. T. C. Thomaon,
Miss A, Simpson, Mra. Howe, Mes. George McUonald, Miss
Mangio Campbell, Miss Mary H. Stalker, Mias C. Inglis, Mr. and
Mes, Charles Ashlpy, Mr. J. Scott, jr., aud Mrs. Sellers.

The prececdings began by tho singing of that hymn so dear to
all Scoth hoarts, commencing with these words.

** O Ged of Bethel, by whoso hand
Thy peoplo still ars led.

Rov. Dr. Parsons then read a portion of Scripture, and led in

prayer.

Tur SPEECHES.

The Chairman, iu his opening address, referred to somo of tho
lhmgl: for which tho congregation had such great cause to rejoice
and boe thankfal. This was the jubileo of their chorch, and the
fificonth auniversary of tho induction of their beloved pastor,
Rev. Dr. Parsons.  When Dr. Parsons first came among them ho
hud_ not been long in the Presbyterian fold, but all conld now
testify to tho fact that he was now a true blue Presbyterian.
Through no fault of his own Dr. Parsons was not a Scotchman
but vo doulit he now wished be wasonc. It was causo for grcat'.

thankfulness to Beo present so mavy of tho old members who had
for years been nssociated with them in Church work, For this
they rejoiced and gave thanks, nud they also were deeply thank{ul
fortho presorvation of their church on thonight of the recent

re.

Mr. W. Mortimer Clark then took the chair and Mr. Galbraith
procecded to read an historical sketch of the congregation, (It
will be found in full on tho next page.)

After Mr, Gatbraith'e papor was finished Mr. Mortimer Olark:
dolivered a briet speoch, speakiog of the hallowed memories
awnkened by tho gutherning. Ho trusted that the congregation
would be inepired to renswed offorts in the work of tho Mastor,

Rev. Dr, Parsons thon announced thus Rev. Dr. Roid was to
havo read a paper on the reminiecences of the ohurch, but was
unable to be present on acoount of 1llness, and road & lettor from
that gentleman exprossivg regrat, He also read n lettor from Rev,
A. H. Baldwin, ot All Satnts’ Cburch, who always manifested the
greatest intoress in Knox Churob, but who svas unable to bo present.

Rev. Dr. Wallaco gave a very interesting eketch of the hfe and
labors of sha late Rev. Dr. Burns. He spoke of him as a profound
soholar, & man of deop religious fecling, most gencrous in all his
ways, and filled with a burning zeal for the cauec of Christ. He
gave soveral incidents in the life of the lats divine to ehow the
characteristics of tho first minister of Knox church,

Rev. Dr. Gregy, in a short address, referred to the great success
of the Presbyterian body in Ontario sincs tho formasion of the
first churoh io Toronto in 1820. At that timo the population of
the provinco was not more thao 130,000, and of Toronto, 1,600.
Ouno Episcopal, ons Mathodiat, and one Pcesbyterian chursh were
all tho pluces of worship in tho Toronto of 1820. At that time in
nll of Oatario not more than seven Presbyterinn ministers were
engagod in work, and the Presbyterinns barely numbered 85,000.
When ths late Rev. John Harris was ordained in Toronto it was
almost impossib.e to get miore than two other Presbyterian minis-.
ters to tho place. These wero the late Rev. Mr. Smart, of Brock-
ville, and the late Rev, XMr, Jenkins, of Markbum. When in 1846
-the late Rev. De, Burns, of Paisley, S8coiland, came to Toronto as
tbe Fres Church minister of Xoox church, the populetion of the
oity had grown to 20,000, and that of the provinoce tv 700,000, The
Diosbyterians at shat period numbered 136,000, Tho ¥res Church
hud 83 charches 10 Canads ; the Eetablished Chburoh 54 churches;

and the United Presbyterisns 22churches. Noneof thesechurohes -

had a choir or orgun, and no hymns wero ueed in the ssrvices.
Tho railway had not pencirated to Oatario, and the Preabyterian
Churohes of Csoada had nos then began any mission work It
was not till 1851 that mission work in tho West and Nortli-west
was nodertaken, the firat minister to go out in the work being the
1ate Rov. Dr. Black. In numerical strongththo Chnrohof Eogland
atood firet, she Methodists second, and the thied placo wasoccupied
by tho Presbyteriune, To.day the Methoditts were firss, the Pres-
byterinns sccond, and tho Episcopalians third.

Rev. Dr, Robertson, whom the cbairman desoribed as the real
bishop of tho North-West, gave a characteristic address, dealing
with the early mission work of the Presbyterian Church iu Cavada,
sbowl:ing how the Church proapercd as she was zealons in mission
work,

Rev. William Burns congratalated -the congregstion on the
blessed record of the Church, aud trasted tho fauture might be even
more successful. §

Rev. R, P. MacKay, Messrs. J. L. Blaikio and Jas, Brown also
spoke, the latter dealing with the work of tho Session, and ite
intlaenco on the Christian life of the Church.

Rov. Dr. Parsons on rising to speak was heirtily welcomed,
the large audicnco ahowing their cateem for him by prolonged
applause. Ho spoke briefly and with great feeling of the meny
cvidences of kindness and good-will shown towards him by the
congrch\tion, as a whole, and by thic members individually. He
rejuiced at the mutual good feeling and continued hurinony
existing in the Church, nns for which they desired at all times to
render thanks to the Divine Head of the Church,

Alter singing a hymp, Rov. Professor MclLaren pronounced
tho benediction.

A copy of tho Ban .cr datcd September 24th, 1847, now in tho

ossession of Mr. John Duncan, 576 Ontario street, coutains an
interesting account of the laying of the corner-stone from which
we tako the following .—* Enox Church, in the City of Toronto,
Canada West. This foundation stone was laid on 215t September
1847, in the cloventh yvear of tho reign of Queen Victoria. The
Right Hon. James, Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, Governor
General of British North America, ete. ete. Moy Almighty God
prosper the undertaking! -

Offico Bearers:—Rev. Robt. Burns, D.D., minister; James
Harris, Jobn Ross, Precentors; John McMlurrich, Treasurer;
John Shaw, Sceretary. Besides these were inserted the names of
the Elders and Trustees. Architect, William Thomas.

Dr. Buros in the courso of his address to tho assemblage aaid :
*“To the members of ,Knox church congregation the present
meeting must be deeply interesting. You represent one of tho
oldest Christian societics in the city and‘{\rovincc; and the union
with another body threo years ago formed a new cra in your posi-
tion and prospects. Y oudiscovered in the sentiments ol the Freo
Church of Scotland views congcnial with vour own; and two
bodies came fogether on common ground. Providence hasemiled
on your union and the conflagration which consomed your more
humble cdifico, scema to have cemented you together more
stropgly than before. Weare about to Iny thefoundaticn coruer-
atono of a building which has attached to it tho namoof car

ronowned Reformer.”




