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Miggion Hield.

A Nova Scotia Hero.
M RBV. A, W. M'LEOD, PH.D,

Born in Baufi, Scotland, in 1815, the next

oar ho was brought to Picton, K.S,, whero
ﬂn parenta altorwardsresided. *' Littlo John-
nio Gedidio ™ was carly dedicated to God by
his godly parents, with the secret desire in
thoir hesrts that one dsy ho might preach
Christ to tho lostones in the °*regious bo-
ond.”

‘Though reticent and gentlo boyond nost
boys, thero was in him a determined porsist.
ence ; ho would sct his faco like a flunt,
kindly, but with indomitable porseverauce,
until success crowned hin effort,  His ability
was known only to thoso that saw benesatn
tho quict oxtarior the spirit of tho lad. His
fathor being a clockmaker, *“Johnnio” could
not get ntch assistance from him, but, hke
many of tho worlid’s best men, had to work
his own way.

At 92 ho graduated, was licensoed to preach
and sottled in Cavondish and New Loundon,
fn tho Prosbytery of Princo Edwand Island.
Lovo to Christ impolled him to go to the
heathen, but there was no O}wning. and no
means, sad, worst of all, no clesr disposition
fn the mind of the church to sond tho Gospel
to tho hosthon. Howe work roquired more
men and monoy than could be obtained.

How love makes one work, despising all
difficulties, liowever groat, when tho causo 18
Chriat's! Did John Goddio forgot his darling
mirposo, whilo ongrossed 1n pastoral duties at

vendisht  Not for vue moment. e laid
tho matter before the throne. He kept it
there. ‘Thon he wroto and preached on mus.
sions aud tho nced of tha lost world. 1ls
lotters in tho local papers and in the Presby-
terisu Banner attractod attention, and weto
discussed widoly. The agitation hegan. Ho
won msny of the people, thon the Prosbytery
of Princo Edwand Islaind, and finally, after
an appeal to all tho Presbyterica, ho won the
Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Nova
8cotia to his views, It way decided to occapy
somo field in tho far away South Scas, and
Mr. Johu Geddio was appointed to ropresent
tho church as her missionary. This unport.
ant stop was takon in 1844,

His work should be appreciated more when
it is known that missions at that time wers
unpopualar iu this branch of tho church, rare,
and exceodingly ditficult to operate. The
church that he toved to hold the ropes,
while he ventured into the dark mine, con-
sisted of only 80 coungregations and 5,000
members.  Travol was tedious in the extrome.
Think of aight days’ tossing ou tho sea from
Halifax to Boston, 170 days from Boston to
Jlonoluln! Did his herenloan labors quell
his ardar or hindor his offortst On the con-
trary, they atimulated him to greater dili-
ﬁenoe. Fire destroyed his liouse in Caven.
11h, death snatched his two little girls away
shortly before his leaving home. But Christ
a8 with him.

Aflter a Uriof rosidenceo in Samos, Mr. and
Mrs. Geddie settled at Anclcaubaut on the
jsland of Ancityum in the New Hobrides
group. Ile was the first missionary to begin
work there. Toeachors from Tauna had pro.
coded him, but accomplished nothing. The
vast, dark aystem was intact. Look at it
Womon woro treatod as degraded slaves,
beaten, sold, or killed at the caprice of their
husbands. Iafauticide wes univerasl. Can-
pibalisnu  prevailed throughont tho oeatire
group of islands, Fathors killed and ate
thar own childron. Chiefs killed men for
thar food, Gods, called natinasees, terror-
ized tho wslands. Their sacred mon made
diseasos, sent storms, took life, at the will of
tho natmassas. When & man died hus wife
was lmmcdmal{ strangled by her cldest son
s0 that she might accompany her husband to
tho laud of darknoss. So common was this
common practice on Anwmtyum, that in a
ro;mluion of 4,000, not one old woman could
» found. Nowhero on the globe was degraila-
vion nore completo or the first chapter of
Romans moro literally illustrated.

The Presbyterian Reviet.

camo whoro otherwise certain fajlure would
rosutt. His faith in God and quict herofsm
swept away ovory barrier, he could not bo
terrifiod from his post. Heathen {ntrigues,
intrigues of vile traders, intriguos of the sac-
red men, could not move him. Trusting in
the Lord Jesus Christ for streni;!.h, ho toiled
on. Now aclubis aimed at his head by a
mau angored Decauso tho sin of strangling
widows is denounced ; now a band ol mon
como to tako his life, but return without lay-
ing hauds on him. Now a brother of tho
chief of tho istand, named Ku‘ulo, watches
behind a tree near tho mission house to kl!l
him ; at the critical moment, .'.lm mundever'’s
arm falls powerleas at his side. Not lon
aftor, ho conlosses his sin to Mr Geddio, ap
yiclds his soul to Christ. Then the fiotco
chiof Yispi surrendors to Josus and turns his
powers on the onemy ; then alittlo Iater, the
old Chief Nohoat gives himself to the Lord.

Thus, by thoe stroug blows givon, heathen-
ism began to totter. By persistont teaching
aud holy living, by quist suppression of
lioatnen customs, ono Ly one, tho entiro aYs-
tem gave way, churohes were built, tho child
ren trained in schiools and in godl{ homes,
Aucityum becamo a centro from which light
radiated to other islauds all through the
gronp. It beeamo a crown of glory in the
anuslsof missionary endoavor. Tho voteran
Dr. Geddio, taken 111 at his post, having seen
heathenism buried and his successor estab-
lished, ssiled to Australis, and died a fow
days lator at Geolong. Tho opitaph, writton
by his co labourer on another island, Dr. Ia-

is, i ofton quoted in showing what God
ﬁid throngh one activo sndeavorer for Chrisc,
" When he lauded in 1848, thore wore no
Christians hero, and when ho left in 1872,
thoro wore no heathen.’” Nova Scotia has
many horoes and heroines in her illustrious
roll of honor, and of thuss, in the momorics
aud hoarts of her best children, Dr. Johu
Geddio and his dovoted wifo occupy tho fore-
most place.

AMONG THE LEPERS.

The Hard Case of the European
Lepers in India and the East,
and what the Mission might
do to Help Them, if the
Necessary Means were
at Command.

AccoRrniNG to the conclusion arrivoed at by
tho Government Commission on Leprosy, the
diseaso is not of a very infections or contagious
character ; aud, with ordinary and reasonablo

recautions, tho healthy may avoid coutract-
ing tho diseaso even if brought into contact
with the le As has been atated in former
papers, nnder the abovo heading, this conclu.
aion is fully borne out by tho experienca of tho
missionarics, who work amongst tho lopers,
whilo suffering from the worst typosof the dis.
nase, and during the worat stages of it; at.
tending to and caring for the hog\lcss ;dressing
optn sores, and such hike ; and handling the
lopers with impunity.

Then again, thoro is tho other significant
fact,—appsrently hoalthy persons—natives
and non-natives—do fall a prey to this terri.
ble discase. As the saying is,—*' tho loper
dies, but leprosy lives on.”

Tho dissass is undoubtedly endemio in India
and tho Fast, and in somo other lands as well.
As far as the uatives aro concerned, their lia.
bility to contract or escapo tho discaze very
rmbably depouds largely su their habits of

ife; diet; the sanitary conditions of their

surroundings ; their hi%f‘ or low vital tono
predisposition to attack, not so sufficiently
understood as to be provided against or coun-
terscted ; oven their fatalism mag' intorfere
with their use of procautions; and, possibly,
heredity,although that, as a cause for the con-
tinuauce of loprosy, is not laid much stress
upon by the Leprosy Commission, indeed it
has been almost iﬁnomd and set asido by them,
as a csuss hardly worth tho taking into
acoount.

But the habits aad conditions of life of the
non-uatives snd Eurasians, tho better class of
whom live as tho Europeans do, aro so diffor-

tary taint ay be taken for granted. 1t s
not oasy to dismiss the idea that the contraot-
ing of tho disesso by Kuropoans cannot bo
ultimately, or rather iminediately, traced to
contagion iu some form or other.

Wheu it s vealized how freely the lepors aro
allowed to ﬁo about among the healthy (their
veing socisily outcasts docs not hindoer their
doing s0), the existonce of dangor is hardly to

bo iﬁnomd.

There aro many contributive causes to this
danger, for instanco: the cominon uso of
tanks and water suppiies ; inocutation through
flics or somo other medium ; and in tho con-
ccalment, cspecially in its inciplort stage, on
the pa-t of the lopur, on acconnt of the sup-

disgrace, aud consequent misary to him-
sclf on tho oxistenco of tho disoaso occoming
known, thero lies a very great sourco of dan-
er, as not boing #o easily guardod againat,—
opars solling and handling foed, ?mp‘ring it
for uso ; acting in the capacity o houschold
servants ; handling and fondling tho children
of the family ; in all such ways thero may bo
danger whoro least suspectod, If tho discaso
wero of a highly contagious nature, it would
arroud through the whole community, Kven
slightly contagious as it is supposad to bo,
thoro must bo a cortain amount of danger
abroad. And that tho risk of contagion, oven
if slight, is a very roal one, scoms to bo proved
by thoe number of Europoan lepors that have
fallen victims to the disease.

Tho torm ** Kuropean” ombraces Europeans,
Amcricana and Eurasians—that is persons of
mixed race, —in short, all non-natives, or thoso
of mixed race of whataver nationality.

There are a large number of such afflicted
with loprosy in ludia and the East. Maby
cases aro known, but it fs quito understood
that tho known cases do not comprehend the
whole, nor nearly the whole of the sfllioted of
this class of lopers ; and besides those remain-
ing in tho countries whero thodiscasewas con.
tracted, it is more than suspected—in fact it
is well known, that a good many in their sore
distress, botake themselves, for rofuge, to their
nativo lands, carrying with them tho germs of
this loathsomno and incurable disease, to the
danger of their healthy fellow-countrymen,
while the victims hido themselves sud their
troubles in back streets and out.of-tho-way
})laces, their whereabouts perhaps unknown to

riond or relative, to languish and dieof a dis-
caso obscuro and unfamiliar to tho people
about them.

It is all very patiful l—and they are of our
raco,—our own “kith aud kinl” Who has not
some friond or relative in those Jands, liable
to such a fate as this, but for God’s graco!
Surely, sarely wo will not let our brotherly
love fall short of brotnerly kindness, —how
should tho love of God dwoll in us §f wo did?
—woro we to make no eoffort to succor thess
poor afllicted onos.

The pravision made for tho native lepars is
no provision {or theso poor Europeans. Some
would rather die than avail themsolves of it,
—rather than be forced to comsort with the
natives in tho asylums. These asylums are
no graud edifices, with facilitics for classifica-
tion. They are, for tho most part, but a fow
huts clustered togethor,—huts, such as the
natives aro used to, only clesner and healthier,
but hardly homes for Europeans—sick Euro.
peans.

Is it much wonder their whole natureshould
revolt (rom tho prospoct of such a fats? All
their lifo long they have been accustomed to
tho hebits and amenitics of European house.
holds. Many of them are cultured and ro-
fined men aud women, to whom their habits
of lifo are a nocessity—a second naturo and
not a luxury which they might forego. Buch
a life as tho native heathen livo to them
would be abhorrent,—a fate compared to which
doath itself, howover lonely and pitiful, would
bo preforred as happincss by them. No won.
der they shrink from it, and flso awsy in
soarch of rost !

Homes aro boivg provided for the nativo
lopers, by the mission, to the extent the funds
are forthcoming. Thenk God for every hoart
He inakes willing to aid these poor things—
they are sorely in neod of all the help they
cau got and a groat doal more ; aud it is hoped

With strong faith 1 Christ aud & brave ent, that it is difienlt to account for their  that cach year as it comos round may have its
g heart aud fiem puspose, Mr. Geddio attacked  falling victims to the discase, on that score;  talo to tell of increasing sympathy and help
v this gross wickednoss, Ho carnod on lis  and so faras purcly non-natives src concerned,  for them j—their cass is as hard a onoas can
\ . work with such skill anud tact that success  the unhikelihood of auy possibility of heredi-  bo, unless it be tho caso of the poor European
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