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. TexT:—1 Samuel xxiil,, 16: ** And Jonathay, Saul's son arvse
- and wont to Daviu into tho wood, and strongthened his hand in
God,” Tho bistoriss of the Bible are lesgoly tho histories of the
lives of x’nSividual men and women. So mony of the Scripture
chardetors nro conveyed to us almost as imaginary, ox, at all ovents,
they bocoine men and women with whomn wa dare have nothing in
common, that we lose in large incasure the lessons of their lives.
But tho whole tendency of cho sacred rocord is to bring theso peraon
oges very uear to us. Iv uevor omits their weaknesses or thoir
failiugs, it nover pourirays them as pure and perfect aaints bat as
men and women of liko naturcs and feelings with oursolves, besct by
the samo tomptations, liable ‘o the samo passions, and could woonl
always remombes this and realizo their .common brotherhood with
-oursalves, wa should gain from them now light for life's way, now
strongth for life's duties, aud now courage for lifo’s battle, aud of
no story- it the whole Bible s this truer thau of the story of David,
. tho story, ne doubt on alargescale, but still the story of the commnon
difionlties, the common stm%gleu. tho conunon aspirations of the
human hestt in oll ages and in ull olilnes, There arc ta bo sure
exverionces and vimesmtudes in that lifo of his that are somewhat
strange and thrilling, which acom to cat him out from w, and make
him stand out in an atmosphero of wonder and glory, nud yot there
is nc man on the page of listory, sacred - - - .
or secular, that comes nearer to our frail
Dbumaniry. His lifo was composed of oxperi.
encts vory similar to onr own. We know
him to huve been called the man after God's
own heart, and his psalms in their profound
{amentations, in their wail of tribulation, in
t3e Joyous outbursta of exultation, have been
folt by all men to be the most faithiut record
of the changing conditions which form the
experience of tﬁo soul through overyageand
1imo, and if only we realize that.David was
such » one a8 ourselves,’and was the-temple
of tho earnest hiuman soul s.ruggling as Wwo
liave all to struggle, falling down as we have
ail to fall, und yot fuithfully struggling on -
and up, we shall find his jife full of leasons .
and meaning and direct power to oursclves,
Inthe nccident of his life, in connection with
which our text was written, wo loarn that
the most heroic Leart may sometimes be
ovepawered Wwith fear. - Few men bud o
mors intrepid dagicg than the conqueror of
Golinth, and yet wo find him driven by
cowardly fear into the wood. We are all
subject to such variations of mood."JIt isan
instance, though a.striking ong, .of what is
conimon enough, tho .deep degrcqsion of a
tyue heart.  His zonl was cast down and his
spirit was disquioted within him. And has
‘not this been- true of all- the Biblo's great
and good men? Did they not wearly all pass
similar experiences sprivging from a varioty of causes? In ono caso
it may arisc fromseemingly adverse circamstances in lifo, in another
from-appareat inconaistencies in the ways of providence, in another
from failure in religious work, in another from decp consciousncas
of moral unworthiness, in another from physical infirmity. Theso
ara tho hours in life, 28 you know, when a man craves for sympathy
and if wo have the picture of & trus man in nced of sympathy wo
bave slso tho pictnre of a truo man giving sympathy. Wo all love
Jooutbay, and v .t makes us love him 50 mu*h is just his brother-
liness, and in what can this bo more beaalifully shown than w
strengthening o brother’s heart in God. There is & wholo religion
in that oo shirt phrase.. That was what Jonatban did in the
wood, Therears many ways in which wo can all of usdo this. We
can do it by going to our fricnd when ho is i tronble, doubt, dark.
rhsy or depression, and speaking of God, Hiswoys and His Jealings.
Ws can do semething.to assuro our brotlier in s gloom that God's
w&ys however dark are ways of kindneas, that Hie disciplino is the
discipline of a father. How thou hava we to do this in homes of
sorrow? You can strengthen a brother's hand in God by a practics}
expression of » gonuina sympathy. There is notlfogin this world
of ours moro strengthoning than .tho practical manifestation of a
living sympathy. It infuses now lifo into.the heart snd wo can
conceivo how the very. aight of Jonathan and the grip of his hand
helped and choeréd David in thut lonely wood,

There is nomore beautiful power that & man can exercise in this
world. It is an essential charnctaristio of tho trus man, It is an
easy thing, such a sadly easy thing to woaken & brotler’s faith. ¢
is a sadly oasy thing to'undermine a mon’s principlossud how much
of that is beivg done daily amonget us.  How many young men aro
thero in this cotntry of ours,—I have no doubt there age many in
this city,—who after having their hands atrengthoned in God, ave

- being temptod out.of their faith, oot of the Hgﬁtan’d lito of abolicr
day. ;;DGE‘!\(W dsy o800 this thing going op, and it is an ey
.thing,"ags"Tasld, 16 wesken a man's faith. . The sceptic witb littls
 Kuswledgsank absolutely no conviction can d» that, but it is the
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Pouwer of troo mon alone that can strepgthen 4 brother's hieart in
God., Aro wo using that strength whenever and whorover the
ogportunit} acours, or do wo find ourselved speaking whero wo
should be silont or silont where and when we should bo speaking ?
Jonathon, proved his friendship to David by scoking -him out in that
lonely wood, und it wag no casy thing lor Jonathan to do that.
Romembet he was Jookind for the man though whom he was to
foso hia inheritance. It was a fierols aud brilllantly unsolfish tBlvg.
It would huye doue us alt-good to e beon proseat oy that inter
viow, What passcd thore is not récorded. Wo love to imafine,
but this wo know, that the words that camo from Jopathan were no
aere orthodox commonplaces from the lip, but burning words of
comfort welling up from tho heart. Ho ncets his friond with acalm
brow and wo can fancy Jouathou %mtly. yot honostly, reminding
Dayid of all the past proviaance of God, of all the way by which Ho
had hitherto led him, remiading him of how other good men whom
God bad loved and Ied, had ball to pass through asimilar tripls,
remtnding him of how God had callod'Tiim from the sheopfold, and
how in many a past encounter and in that loncly wood. Ho waswith
hinw I can fancy Jonathan rominding David of an earlier oxperi-
onos 1n hia lifatime when it was his mission to chger the heart of
Jonathan's father, and when he was in degp_dopression und glcomn
to try wad leall bim batk to lifo and hopo and enorgy. Thostory of
that aceno is thrillingly told, as some of you may know, by one of
our great poets. Tho shophord boy.is pourtrayed as trying by
overy meous in his power by rausic to touch that heart, It goes
out in pityiug tenderness to the sufforing monarch, and it _rises at
last into o plophecy and confesslon of ‘God’s love.” If T wolld

willingly suller {for my friend would not infinita compassion more.

so. Divine Jova.is wider, holicr thar tho humar, Bo he at last
profeases tv find relief in this divino love. Can wo not fancy David
with his hand in Jonathan'e meing undor a trec.  This is tho kind
‘Who, toll"me, is my best friend in this

world? Not the man who seeks to shake
m’y faith, tu&mt pcrﬁloxing ucstions inten-
sitying the doubt in which my heart is
alrehdy shrouded, not the man who soaks

to oreato difficulties nud discouragements,
No, but the friend whoso aim it is by sym-
pathy, his prayers, his words and his deeds

to placa my fajth anew, tho man, tho shake

of whose Jinud and the qlow of whose cyo
tolls mo that ju him I have o brother, a
brother lielping mo.to bear my burdens by
taking somo himself. And in doing this wo
knoyw, and it is o good thing to know that
we have the Alm éht y God ou our side.
And if wo think of and His purpose we
will know what to do and what not to do.
We well knaw that it is not God's will that

we slhould never by word or exawple, by
sileuco or speech, stregthen the principle

ot the power of faith. That is not God's
work ; that is the docil’s work. But lot us
consider of overy brother whom wo meet,

. how would Christ have acted, how did He
. act towards anyonc with whom He came in
contsot. These efforta of which T, have
spoken aro within the reach ofall, thupower

to carry a wmessage of Scripture to some
tricd soul, a voico of encourngement and
comfort. Wae can go te our sister in doubt,
dopression and gloom, and tell how such
trials have been transferred to Him, how
weakness hag heen ofttimes changed and may

bo changed again into strength. That divine powor of sympathy
of which Jonathun has left us such a Leautiful example is within
the roach of every man, wotnan and child hero, and there is nothing
in which wo can bo moro Christlike. o ean all do something to
help along soms sister or brother on life’s thorny way. We can all
speak some gentle words of kindness fo some heart-broken,
wounded, trembling spirit. Wo can all speak tho word in
scason for tho causc of God. We can oll of uas do this. Wo
can add to the Dappiness and contribute to the strength of
some brother or sister o’:cr{ doy and sometimes overy hour of
tho day. Wo can drop a littlo seed of kindness along thoir
th. It will spring up and blossom snd grow and one fAower will
ring another. o cao all thua strengthen our brother’s hand in
God. And remember thero are somo to whont the writton word is
well-nigh unknown, but they cannot fail to read the living opistle
that in looks and words of sympathy and acts of sclf-denial,
self-sacritice and charity u they cannot but sce und feel tho Jove
which shines in tho passionato eyc and breathes in the sympatnetic
apirit, and takes living form in the Christ-liko being. They cannot
fail to sco aud appreciato tho besutiful unselfishness which leads
men or women to go from o hiome of comfort down to tho hovels of
ualor laﬁg‘. discla.se and ﬂnd: bits m:!:&x in genﬂ: \grdkmt}
itying Jook and loving sympathy. Wo need not try to think o
ls)ou);o ost,hcx',s‘phlct'uinwghicb_x}‘){a wo had only beon placed wo could
have dono so much. It is not in some ofher spherebut in the sphero

* 1n which we ara placed that we can do good.  Circurastances after

all are very little eithor of helps or hindrances to a spiritual life,
Thero is no ono of us thas can complain that wo havo not around us
abundant opportunities to do good. Lect us try all the time to be
strenfthening somo brother or sisters band in God. I know no

more heautiful opitaph to have rocorded of a man than this,
* Strong himself or hersalf in God, ho or she did much tostrengthen
a brothars ors Qhonhand." Amen. .

No man has aTight to tenst. that God will keep him from all
tronble, God'keeps his child in trouble, which is & befter keoping.
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