
CO2CERiNGORD)INATION.

a cehurch, is at publie body, the services rcnidcrcd by one wlio is a ser ant to
titis publie body, tnust bc of' a publie. natture. And every inait who public-
]y serves the churches is a "l tinister." XVe have no riglit to take Scrip-
turc dcslig-nations, and apply ttetin way,3 tint authorized by Bible uise; (il'
whicb the unseriptural aîîd unauthorized use mxade of' the terns bishop, churchi,
prcsbytery, ceîtfirniing, pricst, &c., sltuld bo a suflicietit argument.

The ïact is soinetintes allowcd te drop out of .'ight, that the work of a
church is twofold; (1) The iistet'iig iti the churelh ; fecding the chureli
of God; edifying a-ad exhorting ench other;-and (2) The sprecditg thec
gospel ii t.ho world iiround. We endeavour to combine the twe ln Our publie
services on the Lord's Day; and the larger nuinber of sermnons we Ixear,
are intended to benefit the uaenctvcrted; for the reasoît titat uitcoinverted
persons, in large ttuiîbcrs, are always present in our asseniblies. Aiid the
fact of a twofold work beiîtg donc by the sanie persen, and on the s.mte occa-
sion, tends te kceep ont of sighit the distinction in the worlc. The ehurcli is
a cotstitutcd and public body; and neo inember lias the riglit (if publ.lcly
tcachimg iii the church, without the churcb's sancotien or authorxty. 1>rivate
labours iu the ehurehi are alrcndy sanctioned and providcd for, in thc consti-
tution of every chiristian church ;-it is la our Mlagna C(iurt(ch iii.
13 ; Col. iii. 16; 1 Thcss. v. 14 ; Phil. . 27 ; &o., LU-) And labour out-
side thc churcît, and for the conversion of the world, is the duty of cvery
clîristian, as far as hie bas opportunity and abllity. Now this woîk cf gospctl-
My* or cvangclizing is open to every christian, ivitîx or witlîout tixe action of
thc church. For evangelizing without the action of the church, sec Acts viii.
4; for cvangelizing under the sanction of the churcli, sec Acts xiii. 3. Somne-
times onle is bcst, and soinetirnes thxe atber. Somnetimes a brother evangeli-
zixxg on bis own convictions of dlut.y, will sharne a lazy churcli into active wvork
for Christ ; anid sometinies a brother %vill judge it expedient te scck the sanc-
tien and prayers of' the ehureh, in connexioni with bis caterprize. Especially
wiIl this course comnîiend itself, if his work xxccds pceuniary sustentation in
order tl;'it it may be prosccuted with vigeur. The pria ciple con tendcd for, is
that the riqkt of preaching the gospel to the world without, is inherent ia
every tnan's christianity. It coînes to hlm along with the pardon of bis sins.
Hc iiced wait for ne license, appointaient, designation, or ordination, te do
s0. 1le may, or may net, bo callcd a minister by the churches-but a
rainister hc undoubtedly is, according te the New Testanient. lc ny, or
uiay net, have coxifcrrcd upon hia, or ehoose te use, the courtesy-titie of
"Iteverend." If, hewever, lie intcnds te devote bis whole tinte te evanîze-

lizingc, lie will need support ; (unlcss lic is rieh-aad very few ricb in arc
christians; or ratber, very few ebristians are ricli-God knows toe wvelI
what is good for tbeîn 1) This support hoe must expeet only from. the clnreli,
and the eburch (whose corporate rigbts are just as tangible as bis individual
riglits,) cannot be expected te support a work it lias net sanctioned. Se it
cornes about that churclies scnd out their miembers as evangelista. And when
they de send tbein out, it is very proper te "1fast and pray, and lay their
hands on them" (Acts xiii. 3) whcen sending them away. This is ordination
te the work of an evarîgelist. But this evangelist is net an offleer lu the
church, any moro than an nuibassador te a foreign court is, b iteo i
appointaient, au officer la the home government. cHe is net a dencon ; and
if lie becoînes a meniber of another ehurch, ia which it is desirable he should
be a deacon, hoe must bc elected te that office. He is net a pastor; and if
lie becomes such, it must bo by distinct election te that office ; and flhc


