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ave discovered, and God’s truth stands out truth, and then do it;”—yct it has on its fenrful looking for of judgment and fiery
hefore our minds olearly nscertained und side not only the authority of our blessed indignation,” then y~u #hail feel in your
defined, then our only belitting course is to Lord, but the testimony of ull Christian ox- inmost souls, that your deepest need 1s 3
yicld it the homago of unquestioning assent 'porience.  In all ages the men most suc- saving knowledge of the truth, aud your

and acquiescence.” And need it be said that!cessful in sounding the depths of the divine direst
thore are truths in the Bible, and they counsels have been they who wore mostknowlcdge.

aeither few nor wnimportant, which can
never heehme ours in the absence of this

humble, confiding faith?  The Bible is not'

obedient to the divine commoands. In all

rivation n want of %h':\t bleseud
Such, assurcdly, will be your
conviction then. And why should it ay

ages tho men most distinguished for clear-'be your conviction now 7 Is it only tex

ness of insight and firmness of fuith have

that it will b trug, that * a good hop

without its profound mysterics, its dcep:bccn thoy who acted on the principle,'*Obey’ through grace ” is the onc thing needful
things of God, its facts and doctrines which the truth, and you shall find the truth.” Is this not equally truo mow?  Is not thy
baflo human comprehension and stagger|And, ou the othet hund, it is cqually cer- always true # Aud what folly then—uwh
human betiof. Iuteaching us, for example, tain that carcless doors have always baen, wretched folly—to neglect.to buy the truiy

that God, though one in cssence is yet'
three-fold in  personality ; that Christ,
though a man, is yct at the same time God
incarnate; that all actions and events arce
predestinated and fixod, and yet men ac-
vountable and freo—the Bible makes aver-
ments which we are prone, in the pride of
our reason, to dispute, and which, but for
the divine testimony on which thay rest, we
should certainly decline to believe, Dcny|
their divine autliority, and these mysterious
truths will be no truths to you—they will
be to you uncertaintics —nay, fictions. But
bow to tho infallible testimony which re-
veals them, and you shall be able not only
to accept them as true, but to realize their
exceeding grandeur, and feel their clevating
power. Thas regarded and realized, these
high mysteries will cast the spell of their
suﬁlimitics over your souls. They will im-
press and affect you, even as stupcndous
mountains impress and affect the lover of
picturesque scenery. They will appear to
you the grandest objects in the Seripture
Tandseape. And as you look up to their
towering altitudes and down into their
fathomless depths, and catch, while you
look, the spirit of their awful grandeur, you
will bless God for hambiing your pride of
reason, and endowing you with that child-
like faith which doubts not and disputes not,
but meekly bowe and adores.

As the fourth and chief requisite for suc-
cessful buying, there must be a disposition
to obey the truth,

Be our search for the truth ever so car-
nest and independent and humble, there
will always remain to us many things in the
Bible which are difficult and dark—doc-
trines about which we cannot make up ourl
minds—questions which defy our powers of}
solution, {5 arrivg, ju such:
cases, at a satisfying decision? How but
by doing the will of God as far as we
already know it 2 Let us but act up to the
measure of light we already have, and
moro light will be given us. Let us but
obey the truth so far as we already see it,
and the truth yet unseen will gradually
shine out upon our minds. This is the Jaw
of the house. Doing is the appointed con-
dition of knowing. « If any man will do
His will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God.” And although this
is a law which we are slow to adinit, and
even prone {o reverse—although this is a
law whosc two clauses we arc ever ready to
transposc as if they bad run, « Kuow- the

How are we

unsuccessful finders.  In fuct, since trulh:
is given us, not to be argued about, but to
he acted on, it is inevitable that he who
docs it not should not only miss the henefit
of knowing it, but incur the penalty of neg-
lecting it.  Kuowing it but net doing it, he
holds it only to his own hurt. Knowing it
but not doing it, ho holds it to the disquict.
ing of his conscience—he holds it on the
condition of being lashed and torn by it as
by a whip of scorpions. Nay, declining to
do it, he must cre long lose his hold of it
altogether, and fall from konowledge and
beliet' into ignorance and scepticism, Di.
vine truth, as has been finely said, is an im-
perial queen who not only claims to be
obeyed, but cannot brook to be neglected ;
and a man has only to disallow or slight
her royal claims, in order to make her
gather up her qucenly robes, and indig-
nantly depart from him.

These, then, are the lessons which the
text should impress on our minds: Divine
truth is worth possessing; it may be pos.
sessed ; it can ba possessed by us only by
our paying a price for it—even the price of]
united study and prayer, prosecuted in an
carnest, independent, humble and obedient
spirit.

d Are there any of my hearers who have
never yet gone to God’s market to buy the
truth; or who, thongh they kaow enough
to enable them to talk about it, arc still
posting or o the judgment-seat with only
the vaguest notions and the vcriest uncer-
tainty on the subject 2 Bear with me, my
friends, when I remind you that in thus
living on without any ascertained knowledge
of the things which belong to your peace,
you arc not only pursuing a roost irrational
course, but recklessly jeopardising your
present and cternal happiness, So long as
health and strength and worldly prosperity
last—so long as the pursuits and pleasures
of life agrecably occupy you, and leave you
little leisure and less inelipation to look
imward avd forward, you may feel it no
privation to be ¢ without Christ and with-
out hope.” But will you feel the same
whea tromble comes, when disappointments
come, when premonitions of death and judg-
ment come 2 Will it then appear to you a
light matter to be bankrupt of faith and
hope in reference to the eternal future?
Ah! when your thoughts shall turn inward,
and find nothing within but doubt and un-
certainty and alarn, and shall dart forward

and find nothing yonder but a *certain

while yet it is in your offer, or to leave your.
sclves to diecover your loss only when the
market is closed, and the purchase una.
tainable? Oh, do not thus beguile anl
betool yoursclves any longer. Go lorth
with to God’s Word and Spirit, that yu
may learn the way of salvation. lHaw
done with vague religious notions. Ilav
dono with beliefs carolessly taken up o
hear-say and at second-hand. Study, i
vestigate, ascortain God’s trath for your
sclves ; and rest not titt you surcly know
it, and firmly beliove it, and ‘cheorfully dy
it. Sleep over your business if you will
but not over your rcligion. Negleet, if
you will, all other cares and all other cor-
cerns ; but oh, by all that is dear to you
neglect not the caro of the soul—ncgle
not the grand concern of salvation !
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CHURCH AT HOME.

Foreign Missions.

No NeEw YEar for a long period b
begun, calculated in all proLability to e
so cventful, with regard to the future of
our Indian Empire, as this on which w
have now cutered. It has succeeded a
year stained by a most insane and treach-
crous revolt—darkened by atrocities nut
to be forgotten, however painful the re-
membrance ; and signalised by deeds of
heroic prowess and calm cndurance tha
have won for our countrymen an imperish-
able renown. We mourn, indeed, ot
many less known or more illustrious, who
have fallen in this wild and treacherous
strife, but we are not unmindful of the
high distinction with which their memon
is encircled; and we have at least the
consolation of knowing that from the
bright example of the fortitude displayed
by British soldiers, civilians, and mission-
aries in India, during the yecar now
closed, an impulse may go forth animat-
ing other hearts to the same unshrinking
bravery by which danger and death hav
already been so nobly met.

But let us now look forward. It is not
here that we are required to enter iato
minute details, or to hazard conjecturcs
as to the exact form which anticipated
changes in India may assumg during the
course of the present year, but ther
scems abundant rcason to expect that
to a large extent, there may be the reme



