
stili water, to wl'hicî lie was unaccustonied 1-le lay ail the trne

ensconce(l between twvo siml stones, hiditig imiiself as closely as

possible from observation, refusing food, and evidently sulking as Nvild
animais do %vhen first 1 laced in confinement. 'l'he enormous size of

bis mouth as compared with biis other dimensions, gave cvidence of the

capacity of these fishi for disposing of a large meal at a tîmie, lbut I nover

liad tie satisfaction of witflessing the operaition of fecding,,, and I fancy

fromn the retiring habits of the " ull-head " famnily, ver>' littie is really
known about themi.

Nov leaving fisli, I must divull for a minute or two, on the

amphibious denizens of the Aquairiumi. 'l'lie XYater Newt, Eft, and

Triton, failiarly kcnovi as Jizaids, althuuigh as repulsive as snakes to

some people, afford much interest and amiusement. 1 niust confess I

have neyer been fond of them, as I have a great aversion, inborn I

suppose, to both lizards and snakes, but I have had Tritons in my
Aquariumii, as the cadets 1 spoke of, frequently brought theni to mie.

The Triton is by no nîcans shy, and is really, grotesque in bis i-nove-

ments, lying sometimes mnidway betiveen the bottoin and the surface,
with ail his legs spread out at righit angles. At other times he suspends

himself in the water, mov ing his feet up and dlown as a bather treads

water, then darting frantically about wvith great rapidity. Occasionally

he sits erect on the bottomi of the aquarium, on his hind legs with his

fore pawvs bent forwvard, like a dog begging. This p osition thle Triton

wvil1 keep for soi-e time. He is also fond of resting on any portion of

rock projecting out of the water, but if hie can by any possibility climnb

to the edge of the aquarium, that is the last of him, as he is te.;,dently

of a roving disposition, and in search of the nearest road to liberty ho

is very apt to be crushied out of existence under foot.

The Tadpoles that were broughit to mie iii every stage of growth,
were, as the auctioneer says: " Too numierous to miention." I occasion-

ally, to please the bringer, kept one or twvo for a short time, or tilI sucil

j)oriod as their tails droppcd off, at whichi stage of theirexistence, if I hiad
not treated thin niyself to freedom, they would have gainod it for

themiselves, as a frog in a suate of mnaturity can only be kept in boands

by -fine wire grating laid over the aquariumi, without wvhichi it is futtic

to kep tiieni for observation. The tadpoio, oiving to the imperfection


