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The original specimeos of wbat Sir William Hooker in bis

Flora Bor.ali-Americana, publisbed as a rather dubious ment-
ber of the gemmas Sikeu, under the name S. Meniiesii, were from

the shores of Puget Sound. Within the hundred years and more

that have passed since Menzies gathered this, plants of just this

type have been collected from almost every part of the western

haif of North Amorica, and ail the way from the humid seaboard

woods and huis to the banks of littie streams coursing down the

çlopes of desert mountamns in the remote *ani arid interior of the

continent; front the levol of the sea to near the alpine summits of

the Rocky Mountains and a thousand miles inlaind. No type of

higher plant lufe romains specifically one and the same throughout
so vast a range, and so great a diversity of geokircal and climatic

conditions; and, quite as wo should expect, these irland plants from

one region and another, differ both (rom the. original type, and from

one another so widely and variodly that no unbiaçed mind would

over regar tbem as being ail one Sieve Mrnsiesiis A low almoqt
matted orne (mom Idaho, at a point 8,oao foot above the sea, looks

likte Chickweod; another from i ,ooo, feet i Colorado, loo<,~ more
like Mvunai lieerat, while a third away up in Assiniboia

rosembles orne ofthe most upright and delicate of Stellarias. A

prolomged and caroful study of the material of this kind now ex-

tant in~ ti. larger herbaria bas made the distinguishing of eigbteen

species of tiais aggregate a necessity; and the characters of tbem

bave lately boom given ini Volume Ont of my LeaiefýS. The group

is out of all harmony with Sieam, asi ovon Hooker toIt, wben ho

laad but the one species in, band. It is every way more like either


