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NATLIRAL 11ISTOrLY.

INSECTS.
I row sweet to niuse upon tus sicilI displaycd

<lnfinite skili !) id ait that ho hati cinde ;
'Irotrace ini Nuture's niust mnute design
The &%~nature a' 1 starnp of lo*îver DIVIIIO."

ElWilore groatib.sa Là te Nztro*s WOAks cany'c1,
in art ana beauty il idi %vcl] suppliLd:
Ina sttiali t .ucc the inore peri*etîoiu'as hown
iudiviat is exquite ini iit.IC'B donc."

Iiisects 'have bren rcckoned by saine
anîoîîg the marc imperfccîly farîncd of
Nature's works ; but in this most nuaxerous
ciss of aîîimated beings, wlîere shai wve
fiîd a single instance in Nritii this is Mnalle
Io appear ? lu1 ail that proiligiauis variety
i,&at exis! Letteen the scorpion aud the mite,

Mcert.aiîîly behold ini the structure of in-
unkis aliandant evidence, or the Most ex-
phste skill; anti if by meanux, of the micro-

Wiwn e ,extetîid aur iese.irches downtvnrds
through that mnute order of beings, tilt we
arrive at those invisible animalcules ribicit

"te comîputed tu bce tyetty-.seven millions
of tiaoc sitîler titan a mite, the saine evi-
4etices of wisdonm and design presen t teons-
swlhes ini eoery gradation, andi ail ideas of
iralierfectioli ce.se.

Seurolt the toast path CreStivû Pouwer bas trod,
llor plarn Lje rootàtpa of th, apparent <3od !

..ILi:uot ut tiih rii~ lon, that sueb anu
n,çïii1mte researcher iliîto'ature's %vorks nu

the excellent Mr. Boeyle, sitoulti observe,
itiat, bis %'oiidcrsb divelt tiot se lnuch on

nature's clocks as bier wùtce."- ti several
kCIitisof these creatitres, invisible berare to
martai eye, it is tnt oiîly easy te clîscver,
.by 'neaît Ga got Magnifier, tlite exte'rnat,

*pî:artaceof tieir mýoutits, their hotus,
their trutiks, and oetier muejubers, but te
verynmotioncf the-irhca.rtaatd ungs!; Nori,
as it lins beenl rcnîarked, as these littie aui-
talts tire discovere-t te bc orgtiised bo4ies,
boty ilse and subtie inust bc the several

Spari-, that comlpose tuent? Floi difflouit:
te touceive te e'ctrcre nîinuteness of the
atuscleîs necessary to te motion of the lîcart,
the glands for te secretion of the fluitis,
the stoniach andi boiwels for the digestion of
the food!, te linieuess, of the 'tubes, nerves,
4rteries, veins, andi aliove al1, of te hiood,
the 111n L, linol siil,~vih ns
be -inliitely sucre sa titan any of titese!
Itere te utmost stretch of imagintition is
brouglit to the teýst, ivithout Weig aille ta
fbrm aisy adettiîeconception; but the.se in-
cunceivalile wonders, insteuul of con v"5itig
sayidea of' imperfection as Le the skill'ot theè
trtist, mnust, from, wvhrt tlîey muake iotapoenr,
ispire tite attentive obscrsyer ivith very
digbent ernotians, ani force hina ta exclia

"V~zoI, owwonilrous th=ni'

71'to licauty and symîîuuotrytryoie of thoe
Mitite obijects, sa vicei, arc surptltillg
ittdeçtl. Wbat a deaorl u d thcy
semis ta undurgo unîiivr the înîîgic.workîngL-
gi.ass? C reatu reg tht berbre seemeti silt!
andi despicabie, now * uppfenr the prideuf
nature, wliercin site hia% bestowet Maure
nie anti cilicate art, and dis1ulayed inuve

ioueytho ricit euîbroidcr-y ntd ele-auit
leauties andi garniture of col ours than i
auîy of Lhe larger a)c4vies of alnais. o
EvYen thedust ta t aditeres te the buttwr-ly's
%vitig, andi ta whiclî it uwcs te bc'auîîful
tinti' and variegateti hues whicli ad'orn it, ib.
sii to lie an ilnusumerabie collection of
extreinely smail fenthiers, as peiféet ini tle.-
structure andi symmnetly of' the arranmgemîent
astiîey arc, beutiful in tie coluirin 'Tite degrcpe ofstrengtk anti agil'ty wviuich
nnuiy a te inscet tribu passesï is amazilig.
A flua,%wîlL trait' a chijan a hnidred ti:î.cs
fieavier titanitiseif ; and te ve!ocity cf a
suite, ini proportion toits sixe, '15 tdit te out-
stîip Llîat or a la ce-horse.

Wlisdoni of Nature.-.A cukelunfer, re-
spect beiing hld ta its size, woulti ho six
times strouger titan a bai-se; andi if the
clephanit,ns Liane lins observuti, %vere strong
in proportions te te stag-buu, it-wouti lie
ai)le te pull up rocks by tie rotît, and.i te
leve! mnouatains. Wcre the lion aud' the
tîgerimfaUmmg âità ns svift furatliîaT magni-
tud-, ns te toindela auti the carabus, lie
tlting coeWhave escapeti thent hy î»'ecau-
Lion or Nffihsteud thoein by sszength. Cautti
the viper and -rattesmiake inove wvils, a rapi-
dtiuy andi forceý equivalent ta itat of tîtejirlus
andi scooéMna, whe could i ave avoideti
their venousous bite ?-SecrsEuîlo-
inl'iI ______

dI{RISTMAS EVE.
A TALS.

"There nowv, 1 atu sure it claes look
pretty," cried' little Ilucr. Grain, as lie
tinisîteti pu t h ie greeii leaves of îa-y tîngl
bollv itito the %vitidow% of site iieat cottage
un ;vii lie dîveit.-"l What a happy day
to-morrow wvill bul 1 I visti it %%aý conte.
0f ait the days in te year 1L like Chtristmnas
day best, Don't you giýt-andfeiier ?" TVite
perqon vitam lie addreZsa in th e clum-
ney cornet-, biu. large Bile sprcati open on
bis knees. At liis feet %vas aineboy about
live years aid, trito w~as intcutly vvatcling
itie lire, anti itih is grandfatîer's stick c-

cîtsionally thrusting fresit bits of fautl uater
the saucePan ils. whieb was his faters suit-
per. "i de indeed, like Cbristmnas.tiay,"
repliei te old. man,"4 1, anti every one,
bave goond reason te do se." IlWhy se,"1
Pskt<e Tom. Conte andi sit d1own by me,
Bob,~ andi tell tige why you like Clhristmas

____ __ _r

day.> fobcrt diti ns lus broter desirett
lii. Il Becaustc," said, lie, Il every body

looks sa lhappy, and tao belîs. ring 80 swect-
iy, andth Ie citurcli hautis se I1 rctty,%Yitla ait
tihe evergreuns about it, andi ive have sllait a
comifortuble diinner."-"t Anti wlîy do yott
like it greaia t îquired Toin. 'I B3e-
enaise," rettirmieti iis grandfatiier, 44 iL i5 the
diay ont w'hich our blesseti Saviour %vas born ;
te day on whicii the Soit of God camte in-

te te worhd te save ivretcheti sinners froua
thea ilisery andi putdislment thsat %vibre their
due, andt to recoîteilo them te his liaavenily
Fatiter. Oh, il. is indeeti a day to inako
ar lie-rts rojoice !" "9 Diti net Lte auigel-e
sing %itit joy %wlten Christ ivas b irti 1' saiti
Rtobert. Il Yes," anisered Lte Clid 'n,
unte of the blesseti spirits brouglititue glad
tîdings Lu the siîep1îerd, andi a ritale coin-

Ila of thtein joineti in a hymît cf prai-ie ta
Gud -î i od-wl! towart.1 ina. W bat

fliercl'ure nînde te amîgels glati siould, sure-
Iy inspire uis, for' %viase salvatiou Christ,
camne, ru t the u tnustgratitude andi delight.'
Il Oi do, granduatda, read ail about ît,'
crieti Tlon), "l i. ivi promise te sit; very,
very slut!." The: olItuait put an lus specr
tacles, which Robiert, iad jtist wiled, ndt
taking the gospel of St. Lu te, rend aloutl.
.llme intcresting, aceotînt containet in te firbt
andi second chapters.

Titus emigage'J, tinta gildeti insensibly
away %vith thte chiltireti, but ne notse, ivith
the unother. SIte hati again anîd again
mniddd te fite swept up the eartm, antt ar-
rangib- te suplier table;- atît nari baving
utairesseti lier baby, suie helti im ini lier
arns endcavouring to luit iim te sleep. Site
ut flrst iistenled attelitiveiy ta wviat ivas
passiag bptre-n te cbitireut and lier faither*..
but lier fears beg-ana rise at lier husba nd's
dehay, nd ti axicýty for bita absoîbeti every
otîter feelisg. Site .vent repe-atedly Le the~
tour, lookiet anmd lîst-,.ieti> but nu sotui,
e'icept tibu heatiy <lashing' of the %vaveti
ng', .t thea cliii', andi the hoUcti imoams of
the %vi.iai- be er cr. Site î'iewed, %vitht
enetreaseti appr!tem.ion, te appearance of
the s1cy. Cloutq oit clotuts s2emeti rising.
Lte mous) ila vain struggled Le break forth.
undit ant unusual %vcight illed the air. At-
ieugth accnsion.ti ltshelms of liglittnîug, dartedi
athwart te gloonal andi the sea heaved; itat

le;uti aif te mt te dtîrlittlss Vinat irait
suaspeiideti over it. ', $utruy, fatiier," sai(l
site. as $,le turîjel,. sili, Mort atarmiet, frotta
lite dcor. 64 surely iL Lire.tteîs te be a v.ery
hat uight., Oit thiat Thaoui4ts wae cQnws
honme u What eau htave kept bina out so.
long ? R1e must have seen te sterm um o-

ing ui." Tte Clid man rose as she spoke,
anti folliet by te boys, walked -out ta.
inuke bis own observation. "t hovll bc
d1reatiful niglat indue, &aiLd hoe, "i ftuci


