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Somie forty years ago, a farmcer by the naiae of S- purchased a lot i
the vicinity of P>-, and proceeded iii the erecticut of a house. le nuirricd
a girl of the village, and wvlile lie stocked bis farmi with flocks and implenients
eof husbandry by dint ofexec~rtiont3 and labour, ho filled his bouse iwith a
itumber of' turdy boys aînd girls, who grew apace, auîd hieki out the promnise eof
giving, much assistance te tieir parents, ere many years hiad pasfed away.

The land iii this ueiglîbourheed. is not well adaptcd to agriculture, and
S- had mucb difficulty in providing for his increasing famiily, front thc
prodnce of' bis lirm. iBut it wvus a well wooded country in those days, and
vegetable fuel beiug more in denmand iii the H-alifax mnarkct than at l)reseuit,
ho %vas enabled by transporting a quantity of this coiimiodity to town during
the winter seasen, to increase bIis flunds, a tlîing, miuel to bc desired durîng«
that inclement period. Hie was aise distinguisbed for his inchanical ability,
and the various inîiplements uxecessary te husbandry ln Nova Scoti, were
rtianufacturcd by hini, during the ivinter cvenîings, and disposed of' te his
neighbours for fitting remuncration. [lis wife was competent to assist hun ini.
t'he management of his farm, and did so, but if runtour be flot as l'aIse in this
case as inin any others, site io by right should have beon the wcaker vesse),
asserted her privileg as the stronger, and usually came off vietorious. Ris
doniestie lif'e could itot have Ifeen a happy one, if Tradition gives us a correct
account, and we fear in titis case hier peu was not dipped lu fàlseliood.

I)eubtlcss ail difieulties inighit have bec overconie, and iindustry lot t but i

littie time for dcspondency on bis part, had tiot bis wif'e becui possescd of a
most unconquerable teniper, suficient to fetter bis boat cxertiono, and
unaterialy affect his prospects of couifort or indepeiidence. She had broui,,Itt
him some smail property at ber inarriage, aud this wvas a fruitful source of'
provocation on her part, as she ntagnificd the inheritance beyond its fullest
extent, and perpetually taunited hini ivitî t fl good hoe lad derivcd front his
niarriage with. lier -a very questionable bondit, as the poor mîan's iîtuuost
convictions would frecly have allowed.

The property, whose possession eoing throughi a channel of' peace and good
will, miglit bave ben of' great assistance to Iiiuî in bis efforts for maintenance,
was a continual source otf discont'ort. Ris homne conscquoittly wvas umade vcry
unhappy by thes incessant bickoinigs; but still ho pursucd lis course of
hoiue-t industry, and toiled liard enough for the support of lus imily, te, have
satisfied the wishcs of any wonman Icss doinoiering and ill..tcmpered fluai
herseif.

His labour %vas unireîîîittituîg. ii field anid forest niigbit bo scen thîe forni eof
the hardy t'armer as ho clîecrily wliistled te tue accomipatiniîct of bis spade or
his axe, forgettiiig lus cares, iti the diligenice wherowith lie pursucd is toil;
and whatcver nmy have been lus temptations on other greunds, ' idlc bauds'
gýave Satan ne inducementt te furîîiih it witli cimployîuctut.


