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LOVE 0F BOOKS AND READING.
BV A. E. W1NSHIP.

A book is the home oa' the thought it domiciles. Thoughts
miez only in newspapers are merely horse-car acquaintances,
besides whom we sit for a moment without knowing the maame
or occupation of the man; while those found in library-books
are no mnoe than incidentai vacation friends, whom we enjoy
for a time and neyer see again. We ean ouly ltnow thoughts
and love them intelligentiy when we have their home withiin our
own library to run in upon them iu a friendly way, sitting in
sweet converse with them for a moment or a day, as inclination
dictates.

It is hardly worth whule to claini acquaintance with a man
whoxn we have met but once, however keen our enjoyment of
lis coxnpany : neither is it quite honeat to dlaim acquaintance
with an author, however great our appreciation, unleas we have
for our own the book in which he dwells. Whittier loses in
a slight degree his hold on the love of his readers, because his
homes change froni Amesbury to Danvers and the Bear Camp
River. It would certainly have lieit.htened the pleasure of all
lovera of literary men had he a permanent home, with wife and
chiidren like Longfellow, to whose home, overlooking the Brigh-
ton meadows and the winding Charles, multitudes make their
pilgrimage. How much Walt Whitman, Bret Harte, and
.loaquin MSiller lose by leaving in the public mind the idea
that they are rayers, 'while Curtis's hil iside home, and Hol-
Ian d' s Thousand- Island residence intensif y their friendships.
Every one apprecidtes the weakness of t he musician s hold
upon the comimunity because so seldomn inlinked with any
home name. We listen, applaud, and admire the great
artists with voice or instrument, but neyer think of
them again until another brief concert-season arrives. And
when they pasa the years of best vocal powers, they live
only in occasional reference. A historic incident divorced from
ail locality has no value ; no more have thoughts and expres.
sions that we do not know in their home, resident in some book.

We. need to call a hiait ail along the educational line, and see
if we have not gone quite far enough in cultivating a love for the
hand-organ element in reading, creating a passion for type with-
out inspiring a love for good thought elegantly expresaed. We
want IIelen's Babies or T/rat Husband of Mine to cali at our door
and give some timelyjingle, and then pass on ont of sight and
sound. What have the achools doue to remedy this?1

orTeachiers devote fülly one.fourth of ail their time for the niine
or en ear ofa upi's chol-lfeto teaching reading;an

wha t do they teach, even at the best. 0f course, there are
honorable exceptions, but the mile is that they simply teach the
child to read aloud, a thing that nine-tenths of them will neyer
do a dozen times in their hife after leaving achool. They are not
taught ta love readîng, ani least of ail to love books, for the
thing is impossible in a reading book, which. changes ita seiec-
tion sud style of selection every day, being a hop, skip, and
jump, from ballad to oration, fmom dialogue to epic poem, from
bymu to story.

Even our high schools and acadernies usuaily teachi from Eng.
lish literatures that have brief selections rather than entire
essays or stories, though thiere are a few works that reme-dy this
evil ; and when an extended poem is studied, the teacher not

în frequently goes to the other extreme, teaching s0 minutely as
manner that they cau neyer read in life, and jr a mariner that
wiil neyer germinate a love for good reading or good books.

A sehool that turna a pupil into life without a well-establish-
ed habit of reading the best things f rom a love of them, has
faiied iii its mission. The public must demand that the achools
teach the pupils to read profitabiy. Every child who goes out
of the grammer shool should have read intelligently under the
supervision and direction of the teachers, one or more of the
best works of each of the beat authors. How can pupils be ex-
pected to appreciate the value of a book when the school itself
does mot appreciate it. Where is the grammar achool with a
library of standard books of a literary or avocational nature !
We put tens of thousands of dollars into a school-huuse to en-
ahrine a mayar's name, and possibly a few dollars into a f -w re-
ference-booka, but not one cent into a iibrary.

Many a man lives on a cheap-restaurant style of coverless
literature, or at best on a round of lîaarding-house style of
library accommodations, simply because hia love of good books
was flot cultîvated in bis school.days. We have no sympathy

witlh the unipardonable extravagance of unreasonably elaborate
bindings, and aven less in the purchase of a 'ltimely " book
which. chances to be thre rage, but the puroliase of which cite
will regret ever rrfter. But every child ought ta be taught to
love to read and re-read the works that are immortal, to love
those books in a comfortablc hoine-like binding, ta love to make
the sacrifice requisite to ownl them.

Fellow-teachers, do we love the best literature, and rea it to
the exclusion of ail that is transient ?Do we own books of per.f
marient literary menit ? la our home-librarY an example to our I
pupils ? If not, let us begin the work of library.building, the
work of choice reading at once, and teach hy example as well as

preceow committeemen, do we appreciata the neceasity off

school.room libraries of the best literature ? Do we, in select -
ing teachers, inquire into their own reading-habits, and thre
character of their book purchases ? Do we make a place in aur
curriculum for the best teaching of raading ? D)o we, in our
achool visitation, by our inquinies and advice axait this depart.
ment of education suffiricntly ? As critica, as parents, do wve ini
the home, with the peu, in tIre Sunday-school, or in the pulîit,
as circumstances may direct, enforce the uecessity of driving
out of existence the twelve .3candalous New York city wveeklies,
with their thrEe million circulation, by supplanting, the love of'
them with a love for the best in literature ?-Joiernal of Eelý,'(y-
tien .

THE ACME 0F ]KISINSTRUCTION.
The public schools of Philadeiphia-soma of them at least-

have achieved the unenviable famne of having " about the vilcat
plan of education that was ever devised." So at least ani in-
dignant parent says, and the proof oifered is, we trust, sufficient.
We cannot bring oursal'ves to think that any school work (an
be worse.

Hearing his little girl sobbing over a rule which she was try.
ing to commit to mamory, hie invastigated the m-rtt-r and fouiÎd
the words ta run ini this wise:

"ulIe for Short Division Rule dash one write the divisor at
the left et' the dividend, semicolon, begin at the ieft haud,
comma, and divide the number denoted by each figure of the
dividend by the divisor, comma, and write the quotient be.
neath, pariod. Paragraph."
." 2. If there is a remainder after any division comuma, r.ýgard

it as prafixed ta the next figure comma and divide as before
period. If any partial dividend is les than the divisor, comma,
prefix it ta the next fig4 ure, comma, and write a cîpher in the
quotient period."

"Paragraph Proof period dash muitiply the quotient by tIre
divisor, comma, and add the remainder, commna, if any, commsa,
to the product, period.

The teacher's ohject was not ta reduce this particular ten
year aid girl ta idiocy or insan.'ty by the quickest possible me-
thod ; the aim was simply ta inaure 'the " correct " writiug and
pointing of the rule in the recitation rooiu. Ail the chiidren
had ta study rules that way ; and though a Philadeiphia lawyer
could not easily foilow the sense of a mule throughi such a jargon
of words, it seenis that Philadaîphia chiidrerr are Compelled ta
or, rather, they are compelled ta memorîze the jargon sud tire
sense is disregarded. lit the course of his inquiries the parent
fouind that if a comma was left out in writing the rule, though
the sense reinainad ninchauged, the pupil suff-red as much in
bass of marký; as thaugh she had committed a vital blunder.

t. more thoroughly foolisli perversion of arithmetical instruc-
tion could not weil he coniceived. And the professional stupi-
dity and formaliam which could devise such au outragpous me-
thod of taaching one subject is fromn that achievement alone
demonstrably unfit ta ha trusted with auy branch or department
of instruction.

Taking the echools as they mun, good, bad, and indifférent ta-
gether, it is speaking within bounds ta say that two-thirds of
the work doue in them mi ght be wiped out and aboliahed ta the
benefit of the chiidren. They might then have time ta learu in
a reasonabie way some thing.s worth their while to kçow, in the
learnin g of which in a proper way thev would be edrrcated ani
not stultified, as they are under the more or, lesB mitigated
Philadeiphia fashion now prevalent.

The Royal Agricultural Society is about to offer prires for the
invention of a mechanicai means of droining laul dand anc of
the abjects aimed at will be the introduction of an automatic
excavating machine, capable of workirng on the land which now
suifera fromn want of proper drainage.
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