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eminent lawyers, several of whom. are now on the Bench, he
started his career as a reporter. Hie was fortunate in the judgce
in whose Court ho sat, the great weight attached to the judg-
ments of Vice-Chancellor Wood, afterwards Lord llatherley,
giving a reflected importance to the five volumes of reports
whiZh bear the late Lord Justice's naine. Tfhe first4 of these
volumes was prepared by Mr. Kay alonie; the remaining four
were publishied in con 'junction with Mr'. Vaughian Johanson. In
those days a good volume of reports was frequently the floun-
dation of a large practice ia the equity courts, and Mr. Kay,
whose industry was inexhaustible, gradually acquired one of the
largest businesses eve' l)ossessed by a junior in Lincolni's Inn.
HFe was appointed a Queen's Counsel nineteen years after bis
eall. lus career as a leader was commenced in Vice-Chancellor
Wood's Court, where iii his carly days lie had sat as a reporter.
lie su bsequently practised before Vice-Chancel lors Giff'ard,
James, and Bacon. It was before the last-namcd judge that hie
practised longest and acqiiired the îuost marked aseendency.
lis chief opI)orent was Sir Il.enry Jackson, who was appointed
a judge and died beflore lie took bis seat ou tbe Beach. la 1878
the proportions of his practice justilied himi in becoming a
'Special,' and during the three years that l)Ieceded bis appoint-
ment to the Bench in 1881 hie occupied at tlue Chancery Bar a
position scareîy less distinguished than that held by Sir Ilorace
iDavey and Sir John lligby in later years. For an equity law-
yer he possessed a considerable measure of oratorical power.
lie submitted bis argruments in vigo rous language, and cmpha-
sized 'bis points with the grestures of or-atory. Even on the Beach
bis utterances were marked by a fervour îlot common in the
Courts. While lie delivered bis judgments bis body was scarcely
Iess active than bis minul. le was appointed to the Beach on
Mai-eh 30,1881, in suceession to Vice-Chancellor Malins. Nearly
twelve montbs, therefore, have passed since lie became entitled
to retire from the Beach on a pension. Hie proved to lie one of
the most valuable judges of the Chancery Division, being rapid
in bis methods, sure in his judgments, and conscientious as to
the smallest details of bis workl. His firm. and ready grasp of
facts enabled hlm to secure in the hearing of witness cases a
larger measure of success than Most Chancery judges bave
obtained, whule the vigour with which hoe addressed himself to
the taisk of isimplifying the precedents of the Cbancery Division,
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