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Editorial Notes and Comments,

Two of the questions raised at the late Teachers’ Convention
should not be allowed to drop.  These are a necessary improve-
ment in the methods of training our childven to speak and write
sood English, and the possibility of providing trained teachers
for onr clementar y schools as well as for the saperior schools.
To prevent the former question from being lost sight of we give
the first instalment of Miss MacLeod’s paper in this issue, and
in order to have some action taken immediately in connection
with the second movement,we would urge upon the Convener
of the Committee appointed by the Convention to call a meeting
as soon as possible. If we were at all inelined to multiply the
number of necessary reforms required to make our system what
it ought to be, we would mention, as next in importance, the
centralizing of school work in the municipalisy.  This we have
advocated before, and now that others have adopted the idea
we will possibly he able to veport vesults other than the mere
making of speeches such as have heen so long indulged in by our
politicians and others, for the sake of the applanse that accom-
panies them.  An ounce of practical suggestion is worth a
whole ton of theorizing about the possible or the impossible.
To keep alive the interest in the necessity for an improved
system of training teachers, we intend publisiing in our next
issue a pertinent article from the pen of ¥ B. Sinclair Esq.,
M.A. of the Ottawa Normal School,

—In alate issne of Harper’s Magazine we find the follow-
ing on the training question which cannot but meet with the
\'le\\a of those who would have trained teachers speaking good

English in all our schools, and it comes with greater force being
writ-i'en by an outsider: There is unanimity of opinion sayvs
this writer, upon another thing, and that is the necessity of
better teachers for all schools, and of the importance of the
teacher over the text-book.  All the conferences insist npon
the necessity of begrer-trained and  better-informed teachers,
and these are specially needed in the primary schools, In
order to improve the quality of the teachers, it is recomnended
that we have more and better normal schools, where men and
women shall be trained to teach, and be drilled in the complete
mastery of the subjects which they way attempt to teach.
This reeommendation is vital, bug the difliculty is decper than
this, for it lies in the wide-spread misapprehension that it is
less important to have good weachers in the lower schools than
in the higher.  As a matter of fact, the majority of the commaon



