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quested this day to plead. \Ve have, as separate churches, ecd our ownl
mnissionairy instituitiois to upboldl. 13ut ltt sbould not prevenit us froxu saiy-
ing to others engaged iii tho saine glorious wvork, God speed, orfroin. stretching.
forth a lielpinghantid,.tsGodigives us the ability. .1 rojoico, therefore,in the pro-
sont opportuiiity and privile ge of advocating the dlaims of -the British and For-
eign Bible Society, because wvhatevcr denonîjuiational. distinctions niay othoer-
ivise inider a, doser fellowsbiip, there is boere coinnion -rouînd on wliceli we
cati ieet-the union and synmpathy îvhichi, if we are truily the people of God,
ouglit to bind uis together iii spreading abroad Uis reveaLIed -%vil-thie know-
led re of the truth as it is iii Jesus. The B. &% F. B. Society needs no eulogy
frein any one. Its first conception wvas reniarkcable in the Providence of God.
The seed wvas singularly planted, and gradually iL lias grown tmp to beconie, a
iigfhty tree whose branches spread over ail the nations, axmd to the distant
isles of the sea. Its action lias contributed to the formnation. of alinost every
Bible Society thronghiont the %vor]d. The ben elits which it lias coniferred nipon
the world iii the disseiniination of the WVord of God are incalculable. Directly
or iindircctly it lias been the nicans of presonting the Bible to the nations and
tribes of the eartli iii more than 200 difféerent versions, iii almost every knownl
language-the last beiing, I suppose, timat of the eminent missionary, Dr.
Mefat, in the language of Soutli Africa. It seemis to biave been the cher-
ishied wisli of thiat devoted mani that lie mlilit live tili lie could be able to
present, to the people arnong %vhom lieo hadl laboured with so nîncl self de-
niai for more than 50 years, the Bible iii tlîeir oivn tongue. And God lias
mnercifully graxîted Ilis desire.

The object of this Society, thon, is not only to circulate the Bible ar-nong
the degraded or destituite population of our oîvn country, but to stand ready
to enter iii wherever God inu Ris Providence liatli opened up the îvay with
that tree of life whose beaves are for the licalimîg of the nations. It doos this
in the confidence that however higli and insuru-mountable the nîountains of
hîcathienismui and popery, and niallinetanismu, and infidelity, and every sys-
teimi of error inay appear to be, there is power ixu the Bible, wlien accom-
panied by tho omnipotent agency of the Spirit, to level thîen all. " The
veapons of our warfare are nlot carrial, but nliglity tlirouigh God to the pull-
ing, downl of stronghmolds"

lime timnies too ili wlmich we live are peculiar, quickening our expectations
of the overthirowv of overy systenm by wlmich tho empire of ifliquity anmd error
lias been. inaintained and of the coming of the reign of rigliteousncess and
trutlm over the carth.

It is reasoniable to suppose that before this grand consummation the nia-
tions should bein soine nme.sure, pîepared for it by the incorruiptible seed of the
Word being scattercd froin. place to place anmong themn. Aud it is remarkable
that at this finie the attent'on and the lîe-arts of Obristians should be di-
rccted, beyond anythîng, of tic kind before, te thmis object. Buit what niakes
it stili more renmarkiable and astonishing is, that it lias takeri place iii circum-
stances which, to ail linman appreliension, nmust bave appearod of a vcry un-
favourable character. 1 refor not only to tlie shaking of k-ingdomis, and the
overtmrowv of thronoes, iior of aniy of those civil principles and mnaxiiins by
which the ilinds of thie people iii the different countries of Europe have been

atated. Buit I speak of infidelity openly showving itself and spreadincg
its baneful influence, of the industrious propagrtiom of false vicws of Divine
Tri't, of the alaruming progross of profanity anid vice, and of vorldliuess in
every forni ; yet, in the midst of aIl this, the hearts of God's people seem to
be nmore stroîigly drawn ont at the present tinme to tlime extension of the Re-
deoior's k-iindonîi upon the carth, and thie bringing of multitudes of precious
yet perislîing souls to theo knowledge, of 1-im.

Vhîat an evidence is this that the ]and of the Lord is here!1 And when
Ho begins Ris ivonderful eperations iii se extraordinary a maanner, nay we
net hope that tho time to favour Zion is corne, yea, the set tinie whicll He
liatli appointed ; indeed the long expected period of the great and finai stru--


