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ACAUALUiiIh treatise 011 Hastings iia0t1flOf
~fI~1~ithe best known essay.' of tliat gifted and versiatile

wriîter. It is safe bo say thiat thic person-ality of
IWairr.en Hlastings would ho almost unknow'n in ou

day but for 'Macaulay. Thlis essay takzes its place
aogMaeaulay's inost interesting p)roducetion. The

tfJautiior paints the charaicter of HaLstings quite sucecess-
fîilly; it is truc, lîowcveî', that lie sets forth inany actions of
Hlastings wvith too ineli lenieney. MWe <arc given ai faitifil, por-
triyýal of Englisli rule in India - of the inuer %vorkings of the
]nldfili Couilil and tlic prinecly mnagnificence of flic native
ji)11100. WcV- are giv'dn a truc account of Englislî d1elredations
and natdive int riguies.

Warren, iHastings. tflic seion, of an ancient and distingtuislied
famllily. %vas horul in 1732. lie -%vas the, youniger son of a youniger
s;cl. if we îna.y ho pernîiitted to use thec phrase. Ilus mother
(lied a few dlays after his birth, so lie Nvas left dep)endent on his
~rani.f-tcr, is fathoer being already dead. I-e attended the

ilgesehlool until lie was ciglit ycars old. Thon his uniele toolz
liarge of hlmii and sent imii to 'Westminster sehool. W lieh

1%7«s sevenlteon ]lis uniele diod, liaving appointz-d a friond of blis
guardian of flie boy. This friend desired to be rid of blis un-
weleoie protégé, so Ilastings -as given a. elerishiiplu ic heEast
Ind(ia, Comlpany. and sent off to lîidia. In 1761, after elevenl

~-asof studious industry and carefil. management sp)ent in
Ind1ia, hie becýa-ûe a ninomber of the Indian Council. lu thlis posi-
tion lie ftcquitted inîiseif with bionor.

Tri 1764 hie returned to England. Illi ad accewmulaied a
moderate fortune, but this; was soon lost by carcless manage-
ment. lie aeted very generously towairds his distressed rea

tives. After four years spent in England hie agail obtaiued a
position fron flhc Comnpany. and dcparted for India, iu 1769. In
1772 lie wvas ap)pointed Govornor of BeglTn this, position lie
met the first great diffieukly of his carer. The native prince of

l3nal ez han- Msulaan.l a. man of integrity ac-
cordimïg to the Tudian standard of xuorality, was ujet to thle
Bnglishi Governor. ]Tee had a rival iu the perisoii of Nuncomiar,
il flindoo Brahninii. wvell. kîmown ly bis erluinal. intrigues. At


