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Boes and Fioney,

——rn

OFXICERN OF ONTARIO BEE.KEEDPKRN
ANNOCIATION, INS1—

Prosideat, Dr. Thow, Streotsvillo ; 18t Vice.President, S.
T. Potit, Belmont, 20d Vice-President R. McKmght,
Owen Sound ; Scey.-Treas. Jacob Spence, Toronto.

Execotive Coysirtee—D. A. Jones, Beeton; Wm.
Campboll, Cayuga ; S. \Webater, Doncaster ; F. H. McPhor-
son, Booton ; P. C. Dompsoy, Trentun.

Communicstions un tho business of the Association, and
Boe. Keepors' Department of the Canaldian Farmer to bo
addressed to tho Secretary-Treasurer, 251 Parliameont St.,
Toronto.

BEE.-KEEPERS LOOKING FOR COMPEN-
SATION.

In a paragraph on the first page of the last
pumber of Tue Rurar, it is stated that black
bees cannot be kept with profit where Italians
and Cyprians have been introduced, becanse the
latter ere lurger and stronger and are therefore
more than a match for the blacks; and the writer
goes on to stato that several instances have occur-
red where farmers, having fifteen or twenty colo-
nies of blacks, bave had their yards cleaned out
by the yellow bees, and that those who have suf-
fered in this way are entitled to compensation
from thoe owners of the robbers. With the last
proposition I entirely disagree. Robbing is in-
dneced in times of searcity, either by exposing the
honey in the yard, or by having queenless or very
weak stocks. Even in these robbing can usually
be prevented by reducing the entrance so that
only s single bee can pass at a time. Where all
precautions are peglected, sometimes the whole
apiary gets the robbing mauia, tho strongest
stocks attacking each other until dead bees lie
thick in front of the bives and mnay of the best
colonies are ruined. The owner of the robbing
bees is in this way tho greatest sufferer through
the bad manageinent of bis neighbour ; and this
stale of affairs bas bappened before ever there
was a yellow bee in America.

Dr. Dzicrtzon says: * 1lobbing is a bad habit
of bees for which those bee-keepers are to blame
who give them tho opportunity of robbing, by
allowing faulty stocks to remain in the apiary,
and by not being careful in feeding and in cut-
ting honey-comb out of the hive.” Langstroth
says: * When the habit is once formed, it is a
question whuther the bee cver returns to honest
courses.”

If geveral farmers bavo lost fifteen or twenty
stocks by robbing, it is clearly their own fault.
Some men who csll themselves farmers neglect
their stock so that their calves dio of want in
wintcr, and their cows are so ran down in spring
that they cannot rise withoub assistance. It is

. the same sort of neglect which sllows bees to be
robbed, only in this c:-¢ not only does the owner
suffer, but bis want of care domoralizes tho bccs!
of his neighbours, who may bo depending on bee- i
keeping for a living. This is not the only way in
which the reymlar honey-producer suffers from
the thriftless owners of fifteen or twenty stocks.
A case occurred in which some ten or twelve,
stocks belonging to & farmer became affected |
with foul Lrood. A producer who had a ]argo|
apiary in the vicinity found that his becs Wero |
being contaminated On trscing the disease to
the farmer’s bees he found that the owner hsd

usual, and had sold two or three of the discased
stocks. On boeing asked to cure what he had left
or sell them at & nominal figure to one who would
ouro them, he positively refused to part with
them at less than the full price of good sound
colonies.

These are the bee keepers wh) also break down
our honey markets. They aro usnally too pen-
urious to spend even a dollar for a bee paper,
and know nothing of the extent of the crop or of
the demand for honey, and have no confidence
in the business. Tho wholesale price for honey
in Lindsay has been twelve and one-half cents ;
but last summer one of those farmers rushed in
with his honey before it bad time to cool and sold
it at ten couts per pound for fear Corneil would
stock the market. I went fo a neighbouring
town recently to ecll honoy. I learned that one
of my necighbours, a farmer owuing about twenty
stocks, had been there a little while before and
had sold direct to consumers at ten cents and to
dealers at tho same price. After selling about
800 pounds to consnmers at twelve and one-half
cents in quantities of from ten to fifty pounds, I
struck a bargain with a dealer for 900 pounds at
cloven cents. My neighbour had only ninety
pounds to sell and two or three cents 2 pound on
that quantity was not of much account to hiw,
but I had still on hand a ton and &-half and even
onecent a pound wou'd wake a difference of $30
to me.

As to the yellow bees being larger, I never
could sce much difference ; and I am not aware
that any test of their comparative strength has
ever been made. The yellow bees are certainly
more puguacious in the defence of their luves.
A T. Root says: “A dozen Italians will often
defend a bive better than a whole swarm of black
bees.” The yellow bees are always *‘on the
make,” and will work for cents if they cannot get
dollare ; while the black bees are hanging clus-
tered on the outside of their hives, Professor
Cool, speaking of the Italinns, says : ** They are,
in my judgment, less liable to rob other bees.
They will find honey when the blacks gather
none, and the time for robbing is when there is
no gathering. This may explain the above
peculiarity.” Last fall I bought over fifty stocks
of black bees from a farmer, who found he had
not time to aitend to his bees and at the same
time run his farn for all it was worth. I shall
place them in the spring in the yard, right amongst
my yellow hees, and I havo no fears whatever of
their being robbed.

In taking the ground I do in the foregoing re-
marks, I do not desire to discourage farmers from
keeping bees. Al I askis that they give their
bees the same thoughtful attention which the
thrifty farmer gives to the care of his Darham or
Jersey stock, and to pay as ruch attention fo the
marketing of their honey crop as they do to the
marketing of the other products of their farms.
Thare.are thousauds of tons of honey overy year
in our country which may be had not merely for
tho asking but for tho taking, and there are
thousands of families who never tasto a drop of
heney from one end of the year to the other, ex-
cept, perhaps, “just s little for a cold.” If bee-
keepers in & small way were to look after their
bees and their products as they should do, the
large producer would have no reason to complain;
and the farmer who owns fifteen or twenty stocks
would bave no occasion to talk of looking for
compensation. 5. ConxEiL.

Landsay, March 10, 1555.

ASKING SUGGESTIVE . LESTIUNS.

——

The question asked onglt to be such as that i

the right answer sbowld be interesting and useful

telligontly presented inquiry on almost any mat.
ter of bee management will be likely such as
many more in somewhat similar circumstances
will also desire to have thoe information sought.
In first reading the question it often happens that
the reader is at once ready to say . “Now that's
just what I wanted to know.” Indeed, the right
shrewd putting of tho inquiry is interesting too,
as manifesting the working of other minds on the
ssme problem on whioh the reader lso may have
been bewildered, or may have been led to study
50 a8 to satisfactorily solve. And if the light ob-
tained by investigation, experiment, cto., may bo
valuable to those still in the dimvess of doubt,
beo keepers of large experienco assuredly can be
gonerally counted on as remarkably disposed to
obey the good injunction * Let your hght so
shine ”—so that there is every encouragement to
Lope that proper, thoughtful questions will not
remain unanswered. .
QUESTIONS

by several have been asked in regard to whether
or not saltin auny form or at any time can be
fairly regarded as of any resl utility foxr bees.
And if so, then how and when to be adminis-
tered ?

Some bee-keepors express the opinion that bees
that have beon wintered in bee-houses or cellars
will not he as fit for outside next winter as those
that have stood outside in the past, and that this
also applies to the swarms from such hives ? The
theory is that they (by inkerent tradition) know
or estimate from the past winter conditions, and
prepare accordingly. 1s there anything in this
like acclimatizing? If so, should not purchasers
take into consideration the antecedents in view
of how they purpose wintering ?

The why and wcherefore of which way hives
should be faced, or whether there is any real ad-
vantage in aspect, east, west, north or south, or
any other point ? Some bee-keepers of large ex-
perience assert there 1s net m this & particle of
reason for preference. Isthere?

COMING QUESTIONS,

1. In what direction as to manpipulation are
we now to look for next great improvement?
(Of course, in reply only opinion, guess or specu-
lation is expected.)

2. In which depsrtment is advance most
needed ?  Some think ssfe wintering the main
want; some want greater facilities for taking
surplus ; others are aiming for a yet iraproved
strain of bees; then pasturage to keep up suc-
cession of honey production throughout the early
middle and late seasons; and various minor im-
provements are advocated. Of course, nothing
is to be left out that can he fairly regarded as
(even only in a small degree) baaring on the com-
fort, quiet and safety of the *Dblessed bees,” or
the accumulation of profitable results to the
thougbtful owner. Assuredly we are not yel
madoe perfect. It is & small hive, but has room
for improvemert ; and some very large ones have
moro ample outlet for advancement.

FOUL BROOD CURE.

DISINFECTING HIVES—THE CAUSE, PREVENTION, AND
CURF. OF POUL BROOD.

Jacon Srexcer, Esq.; Sce. 0.B.K.A., Toronto.

Dear Sie,—In the January number of Tue
Rurat Caxapias, Mr. R. W, McDonnell asks me
to state whether 1 take any precaution to disin-
fect hives in which foul brood bas been.

In answer to his question, I must say that I
never do, as 1 do not beliove that s dry, empty
hive in which fonl brood bas been over gave the
disease to any hive of bees. But I dv know from
experience that foul brood is cansed by the fotting
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