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ino tananimity of opinion in the proWesion as to, the
relation ofialcohol ta the living body. Tbreequarters
af a rentury ago it was prescribeti b>' aIl physicians,
recommended by frientis on aIl occasions, andi taken
by everybody. This tiniversal beliefin1 its efficacy
haci obtaineti for a couple af centuries or miore belote
Dr. Harvey discovcred tht circtulation ai the blooti,
which was annaunced in 1620. Tht scientific kmîow-
ledge that was so inuch esteenicd andi so carcfully
guarded by the learned classes ai the ancients was
weUl nigh obliterated during tht period extending froni
the scventh ta the fourteenth centurite. Undcr such
a rgine coulti anything tise than an ainiost universal
belief in alcohol be expecteti; and espccialiy when we
reniember that the method of distillation or concen-
tration was dîscovereti, and its protiuct iaunted, in the
lace of a degraded and debaseti civilisation as the
elivir oflet~ Blut how carne this most seriaus mis-
apprehension ta obtain such universai acceptance?
A portion ai the answer is fount in1 tht preceding
paragraph. Ignorance and superstition had taken the
place oi reason andi spiritual rectitude. TIhe re-
mainder cf tht answer miust bc sought in a consider-
ation of-the relation that alcohol béars ta tht living
*organism when brought into immédiate contact, whicb
appears ta have been wholiîy misuniderstoad by the
entire méedical world. The increased, feeling ai
strength that is experienced wben it is introduced inta
tht vital domain has been erroneously supposeti ta be
afiarded or supplied, by tht alcohol. Hence the con-
clusion that it was tht elàxmr of life. Andi, though ai-
mast immediatcly it proveti itself ta be inimienscly
destructive to bumnan 111e, it was stili erroîîeousiy sup-
posed ta, possess food properties, and to be indis-
pensable as a rcmedy in tht hands ai tht médical
profession. Their premises werc wrong, andi conse-
quently their conclusions were errancous. Withîn
tht last twenty or thirty years immense strides have
been madie in correcting méedical errors, and insteati
of the action being ascribed ta the substance taken,
as was the univcrsal custom, it is now known ta be on
the part ai the vital farces acting within us. This
changing ai out primary premnise enables us ta un-
ravel ihis alcoholic mystery.

Ifa sponge is saturated with alcohol andi applied, ta
the back ofithe bandi, in a short tîme tht surface ta
which it is applieti becomes reti, andi if continued for
saine time a blister will appear. Tht redntss is
causet by the blooti, under contraI of tht vital intelli-
gence or nervous energy, being sent ta the part ta
protect the living tissue frain contact wit1à -an offensive
poison, and, as it cannot remove it, it being outside
the vital doniain, a ban-ler of water is thrown up tinter
the cuticle for tht pin-pose af separat ing the offensive
substance fromn that part ai the body. WVhen alcohol
is taire» inta the stomach a siniilarly directeti action is
establishet. Under contrai afibis vital intelligence
tht absorbent takes up tht offiensivc material, whîch
enters tht circulation, andi is carried ta the depurating
organs, thé lungs, ski», liver, kidneys, andi bowels,
where it is expélied from tht vital damain. Tht lire-
sence ai the alcahol lu the stomnach bas aroused tht
nervous energies ta vigorous action, the circulation is
increaseti, and there is a rapid expenditure ai power,
which gives a feeling of increased strength, similar ta
what is experienced aiter a labourer has commenced
bis day's work having had a previaus night's rest-
And ibis manifestation of force bas heen inistaken for
a production iustead of an expenditure of power.

There il this difference ir. tht cascs citeti. The
labourer expends his farce through 4he motor organs,
tht muscles andi tendons, wbich is in strict accord.
ance with the design ai nature; whiie tht expenditure
iii expelling the alcohal is ilegitimale because it is an
expenditure af i ti farce--tht stomnach, circulating
systeni, and depurating apparatus being cailed inta
vigotous action-without an adéquate retamrn in the
shape ai digesteti food, which is the prtscribed duty
ai these organs. Vital power bas been expendeti un-
naturaily in resnoving a substance that could flot un-
dergo the nectssary transformations ta rebuilti the
structures of tho- body. If tbis energy had been ex-
pcnded ini digesting a properly selected foodi, a reurn
in tht shape ofimateria prepared ta repair the variocs
structures wouid bave been madie, which is "Is in
strict accerdance with the design of nature.

Tht testimomy of medical men adduced. by tht
Superintendent appears to tht casual observer to'be
overwhelmiugly couvinciag ; but when il is cou'tidered
dma quiset as atreag aut a=y cau be oleèred on the
0"hs ida ptoviug cooclulwy that it is morng Io

prescribe alcobol, we art Ieft- in dotabt s0 far as tbey
are concerntd. Alcohol is giiodqOer se, or it is not,
irrespectit'e ai the opinions ai mnedical umen. li bas
been pretendet by sorte assunmîng niembers ai the
profession that la vast difference in its effects wouid
result if prescribeti by a doctor imsteati ai the indi-
vidual hiiseif. Nature mnakes no such nice distinc-
tions. Shc always recogiîzes it as an offemîsive iii-
truder, ta, bc carrîcti outside the precincts ai the body.
Ifitle quantity is very lianited there is less superfluous
work ta do,anti it is mare easîly accomnptished, lience
there is comnparatively little ihjairy inflictcd ; while, if
the dose is a large ont, or il toa frequently repeateti,
the harm donc is praportionate. We easily tistin-
guish the rocks, while the pebibles arc often unobserveti.

___________A.

"TU1E L/IST SLERI' 0F ARG YIE.11

Sucli is tht title ai a painting b>' tht late E. M.
WVard, R.A. Tht subject is taken froin the following
anecdote af tht Marquis ai Argyle, wiîo w-ts belie-dted
on the 27t), Of MaY, 166L. A few Imaurs before his
exelcution, an intimîlate acquaintance wlao, fromn fear,
had gone over ta tht persectiting party, calleti at the
prison ta set hinm. Thmejailer said thit he coulti not
admit hini as tht Marquis was then asleep. "IHt
cannat bc asieep so ritar lus last hour," sait tht other.
"Camne, andi set for yaurself, tlicti,' ausbwerecl the
jailer, anti taking hinm ta hîs cell, he opemîcti the door,
antiusheretihim in. There-like Petertlue night be-
fore lus intended executioi-irgyle, sa soon ta faîl
asleep in Jesus, lay sleeping as sweetly as ever babe
slept in its unather's bosomn. In great anguîsh ai
mind, the visîtor went home Itnd saiti ta bis fimily,
I have just seen a strange sight-Argyle soumtid
aslccp within a few hours ai ettrnity. How différent
it is with nie! From fear o ain I have denîcti my
Lord."

The painlting referret ta, is-cxcepting one or two
slight dciects-..ver excellent ont. It represents tht
Marquis asieep in a rude beti. Light cames in
through a window at tht hcati. Tht visitor stands at
the foot gazing on hum. Bchinti hini is the jailer.
Tht last namned is in tht shadow ai tht niassy door.
Tht light thus-accoriing taa rule in htistorical paint-
i ng-falIls on tht pri ncipal figures. In tht background,
throaîgh a»i open door, %ve sec a table prepareti for a
inutaI. 1 miy here remark that wben Argyle's bodly
waisopened aiter de.ith,it was founti that tht food whicm
he bac! taken shortly before he suffereti, was quite
digesteti -a clear proof that the camuîncss whuch he
showed in tht closing scent was not niercly outward.

IlTht Lasi Sleep ai Argyle" is interesting on several
aiccounts, apart from its merits as aworkofaiart. It is
sa ta Canadians. Ht, whose iast sieep on earth it
represents, was ont ai the ancestors af our Governor-
Gencral. Truly, it is a high hon our ta, the Marquis ai
Lamne that on the rail of "lthe noble army of martyrs"»
-among whom are so niany ai Scotîa's sons anti

d;ughters-tht naine of Argyle is fount more than
once. May he walk in the footsteps ai bis martyreti
ancestors, ira so fair as they walket in those of Christ.
Most appropriait ta him is tht counsel in Voltaire's
tragety ai Za0re:

Il- songe du -sang qui couic dai' tes veines,
C'est le sang de martyrs"

(4" Thinit on the bloati ihat flows in thy vains,
'Tis mnarty rs' blood.")

It is inîeresting ta 1resbyterians, ye.- ta every lover
of civil and religiaus liberty. Worthy ta be hi in
reverence is tht blue banner of the Covenant. Wîah
few exceptions, tht Cavcuanters-notwithstaniing
their seerning: gloomines, stubbornness, and harshness
-%%ere aIl noble men. Tho'se ai thein who wert also
noblemen, have bestowed ten thousand times mare
glory on their titîes than they have received froin
theni. Tht Cavenanters helpeti greatly ta, plant the
trot of civil and religiotis freedoin of whose pleasant
fruit we naw eat. Gratitude shoulti, therefore, malte
us deal gently with them wherein they errtd. ln jus-
tice ta th= eni should-as far as wc can do so-in
imagination, place ou-selves i» their circumsistms.
%Ve should always act on ibis principle la judging tht
sayiwags andi doingit of our fllow beings. 'Me subject
cf this paper is ont of eight pictures which the artist
painted for the Brstish Houst of Couues. h adonis
tht corridor of %bat building. Pltasing it is te set
orne so hîghly honoureti, who was sent b)- bis eneniies
out of the worid, because in th* irckmio "hb wus Mot
fit t@skW la ou mo% " wu m of b . He

was ont Io whom the world was not worthy."1 The
dealh ai the artist-which taok Place towards the close
af last year-was a v'ery sati onc. lie dicd by hi s own
banal, si i saiti while iii a state of insanity, the effcct
of lbodily illness (ron whirlî he hati only partiy te-
covcred.

A small engraving af titis painting appeaus in lPant
1. of IlCassclls Magazine of Art." *rwo or thrce en-
gravings-for example one of Knox Callee-have
alrcady appenred ini the I>IVSttIVTF.RiAt%. For saine
ai thetrensons just stateti, ane ai "lThe Last Sleep of
Argyle" is vcry worthy af a place in the sanie paper.

il1 r/s, Que. T. F.

"JIONIOUR TO If'JIOAîf IONOUR IS DUE."p
MR. EmrR-mseshave manses; why shouid

flot at Icast thc P'rincipals ai aur Tlîeological Colleges
get officiai residences froui aur Church? - Ont of the
flrst steps taken to da honour ta, the newly instailed
llishop Sweatman ai this Diocese was the issue ai a
circular ta congrégations asking aid for the erection bit
purchase ai what they cal a Sec House. Principal
Caven's brother professors have been enabled by a
kind P>rovidence to provide homes ai their awn nient
Knox Colleg., andi before the eligible adjoining or
surrounding ,ots arc solci, off or increase in price, 1
would like t.> sec sanie steps taken ta honou- hum in
the way prt-posei. WVheu the Ch urch was asked to
increase the salaries ai aur I'rofessors, the argument
was aiten useti duit they shoulti bc placed on a par
ivith the University l'rofessors. Noue of the Toronito
University l>rofessors, so far as 1 kmîow, have officiai
residences, but if liishops ai Dioceses in tht Church
af England enjoy these, 1 do flot tbink that even a
dcbt af S26,ooo on Knox College, covered as it is by a
subscription list ai large amounit, sbould prevent the
purchase at least ai a lot for tht future residence of
is Principals. If yauaskhow luthese hatd turnes the
nioncy can be raiseti, 1 can only suggest the idea of
the Bi3shop of Huron for the erection ai a new cathe-
tirai at London, vaz.: that if ht had iaoooo adhérents
of the Church ai Englanti in bis Diocese, hie xigbt,
surely be justîfied ini reckoningSiooooo for the cathe-
dral, ai whicii lit lias alrendy secured a very band-
sorte chapter house, etc. If ministers and office-
bcarers in Wecstern Ontario ail took an interest ln
securing Si subscriptions, the Principai's residence
would soon be a rcality. Even aurPlresbyterian Sab-
bath schooi chiltiren in a sinaller P>rovince have taught
us the power ai their cents andi pennies, in the pur-
chase, outfit anti saîling ai fine niissionary ships in the
South Seas. TiE FiRsr DOLLAR BILLt.

Toron/o, 17/h1 Yune, 1379.

ROMA.1Y CA T1IOLlU ORDJVA TION.

MR. EDiiTo,-Will you kindly permit mie ta say a
word in regard ta rcceiving a pticst from the Church
of Rame into aur Churcla without re-ordination?
What is the position ai our Church in relation ta, Ro-
mari Catholicism? 1 arn involved in niystery. Dots
it regard the Church af Rame as a branch of the
Churcli aiChrist? h must do soor the ordination ai
the rectived Priest, A. Intetnoscia, is invalid, and mien;
miay exercise the office ai tht rninistry lu the
Presbyterian Church without being ordaineti. Ad-
xnitting the ordination aclznowledges the Churcbi of
Rome ta be the Church of Christ. Then ailtht contri-
butions ta, convcrt the children of Rame is to couvert
tht Chuich of Christ. Congregations had better
pause and consider befort contributing ta the $25,«00
requireti this year ta carry on French Evangelization in
Quebecand give that amount taHorneand Foreign Mis
sion Schemnes imntil the General Assembiy announces
its position. As aninistcrof the Church 1 ledl calied
upon ta enlighten the givers ta tht schernes of the
Church on this subjtct. B.A.

DISTRIBUTION 0F J>RCBA TIONERS.

MR. EW)TOR,-ln a small tawn in the State of lIn-
diana, a German and bis wiie cntered a lawyer's of-
fice. The mian had a broken nase, and several cuis
on the head, received by a contact with the poker.
Tht woman had a pair of black eyes and suradry
bruises on the face. The man addressed tht lawyer
thus: "'Just look at thoseblacklé)es 1 have givett to
amy wiie, and ibis brolten nase and ail those bruises
she ba ivn ie adsay ous f e sh i flot lie
divorcev

Amy oun Who bus sid aoeay aul the leus wu&~


