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P~astot anb 11'eopte.

Alas, the lxeginnings,
The very first sinninRs,

That scarcely are noticed to-dayi
Blut they lead ta worsc doing,
And dark utter ruin

By a short but a sure nd straight way.
One step, uitile brotler,
And then just another;

'lau go faster wilh evcry one
Down hili you arc sliding,
And the evii betading

ou sc3rcely believe tit is donc,
And, 0, the bcginnings,
The truc .apward wmnnings,

Vcnwc sî art îvaîh the rigbt step firstj
The paibwvay grows brigiater,
And duties seem lighicr,

As we tread in the way of the just.
One siep. littie brother,
And (lheu just anotixer,

And upward you steadiiy chai,;
And strengtb li bc givcn,
For yaur Father an heaven

Is watching you ail the timie.
Wbach way aire you gomn?
Is the sn in you growiag ?

Are you treading the downivarx way?
Or do yoa, the rather.
Reacb op, littie brother,

G rowing strooger and better cacb day ?
- Temtera<nce Jan

Written for the CANAD)A PitiSBVTERtAN.

LITTLE POXE.

BY 15EV. JAMElS IMASME, COr24SVALL.

Do you know bow 1 came to select this
topic, ycung frienals? WVeil, the athor day,
the word ' littIe ' flashed ino mry mind. 1
turneal up my concordance andl there fouaxa a
long list cf verses la which it occurreal. 1 bc-
gara ta counit tbem . , 29 3, 4y 5 ; 10j 20, 40,
508 8a, 100 ; 110, 140, 570, and a few mort;.
cver îi'o verses containing the word 'hitl.'
Anal I tbougbt, surely this word stands for
some very important things wben it occars
so odico in tht Bible. Sa, out of thase 170 or
i8o verses 1 seiected this anc in the Song of
Soloman (il. 15), which readls:

'Takt us tht foxes, the littie foxes,
That spoil tht vines.'

Palestine was a country where grapes
grew abundaatly. Foxes grew abundaatly
toa. Foxes like grapes as mach as people do.
Yoang loxes iikc grapes as well as aid foxes.
These young mischief-ma«kers would flot wait
tili the grapes were ripe, bat were at thcm as
sor as tbey ivere formeal. Anal besides eat-
ang many, tbey aid immense mischiei witb
their dlaws, hy scratching stem and branches,
that though they wcre younp, anal smali, tbey
were big la mischief.

Naw, 1 ateal scarceiy say that Solomon 's
parpose la referring ta these little taxes was
flot ta make us think andl taik about the ani-
mals theanselves, but about sins anal sinners
which may seeci salh anal barmless, yet often
do immense barm.

i. Tht first littît fox that I shaîlname is:
PRIDE-SPIRITUAL PRIDE.

A littit boy who lived in Sparta, Greece,
once ztole a littît fox, bld it under bis coat,
andl ran off.

Tht fox began ta gnaw a: bis coat, and cut
throagh bis clothes ta bis bod>. Then it
cammenceal gnawing ait bis body, and att a
hale itt bis side.

But, so ashameal was the boy te let it be
kncwn that he bail heen stealing, that ho
kept tht fax ander bis coat tilt it bail eaten a
boit jnta bis side, ai whicb he dical.

That boy was catrying two foxes ia reaiity,
anc inside, the ather outside. Tht ont inside
was by fat tht worse af tht two. Its aame is
#ride. Pride à is wbicb keeps many beys anal
girls from throWing away their deadly abs by
confcssing them tojesus, anal by-and-bye these
littie sins wiIl kli their seul.

It was a hit fox of this sort whikh almost
destroyed a great generai cf aid, caieal Naa-
man. A dreadiai distase had. laid hrld cf
hlm, loprosy. No anc in ail tht ]andl could
cure him by anedicine. Ht anust aie. la bis
bouse lived a littît slavte-girl cf Israel, who
bad beca capturtal in war.

And when she saw bier groat master dying
ai that dreaal disease, she said she kntwv a man
wha catala cure him, Elisha tht prophet of tht
Lord. -Naaman seat for Elisha ;.Ehasha came
andl prescrîbeal, anal guaranteed a cure, if he
woulal do exactly what hàe was talal

'Go, wash seven times ln Jordan, and you
shali he cuared' (ii Kings, v. io).

This made Naamaa mad, because it
wounded bis pride. He tbought Elisha would
make a preat ado over ham, and cure hlmn by
speaking the word, and save him ail trouble.
This Elisha would flot do, but insisted on bis
gaing to Jordan and bathing sevcn times-
seven time3, the perfect number. The proud
n'an bad ta choose between keeping bis pride
and keeping bis leprosy, or partiflg witb bis
piide and parting witb bis lcprosy.

Fortunaatcly, he gave up bis pride, washed
Seven times in Jordan, and was immediately
ýured.

Sin is ta the soul what leprosy is to the
body-a deadly disease. No cure for it but
by wasbing la the blod ai Jesus.

Some arc too proud ta do this, thinking
that it proclaims them ta be very vile. Tbey
want God ta save them la some other way.
God will flot save tbem ina ay other way.

Take this littie fox, pride, then, and slay
it, and let it not destroy your only chance of
bcîng saved. Blessed are the poor la spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

2. The second little fax 1 shall name is:
TEMPTATIONS-SMALL TEMPTATIONS.

In the great city ai Babylon there once
lived a woman called Semiramis, poar, but
very cunang. Samehaw she managed ta get
an influence over the .king, whasc name was
Ninus, sa that he promised ta grant ber any
request she should make.

One day she asked him ta let ber ruIe the
empire just for anc day, only for one day. He
laughed, and told ber she migbt. Sa tbey
fixed upon a certain day. and early in tht
morning, trumpeters galloped througb the
city telling everybody that Semiramis Was
quota that day, and that averybody must
abey ber commands. That day sbe put on
robes ai royalty and ascended thethtrone,
wbile Niaus sat down amaagst the people.

Crowds gathcred in the great square, and
paid their addresscs ta the new Qucea, Pro
lem. Fancy bow she must have feit naw that
she accupied a rayal seat for ane wbale day ;
and she said ta herseli : 1Is it flot passible
for me ta be bere always, if 1 oaly should try?'

Then she began ta issue ber cammands,
at frst ooly lttlethtbngs and easy aofceecuton,
ta sec if tbe peaple would abey. *And wbea
she found they did, she thougbt a minute and
said ta the soldiers, '<Go tic the king's hands
and fcet, and brirag hlm befare me.' 011
went the soldiers and braughit the king ta,
Semiramis, bound band and foot. And now
ail the city was talkiag and wondenng wbat
she was gaîng ta, do next. But thcy badl ot
ta wait long. She conimanded chains ta be
put upon the king, and be was cbained. She
commanded him ta, be hrought inta the square
and killed. He was brought itt the square
and pierced witb arrows and spears, and was
kiled. And now, Semiramis, who onlyasked
ta, ruIe for a day, for the fun ai it, was qaeen of
the great Babylanian Empire. The kng's
fatal mistake lay in yielding ta that little re-
quest toalalow that woman ta sit apan tht
throne anc day. That mistake cost him bis
throae and empire, and bis lite.

A very littie fax that simple request seem-
ed at flrst ta he, and barmless ; but, oh 1 wbat
havoc it wraugbt by-and-bye 1

Now, beware, young friends: Satan
camtes and says: «'Oh 1 let me be king in
your beart just for ane day. Let mec be the
ruler ai yaur tbcagbts, and wards, and actions,
just for one day.' But, if you do, ten chances
ta one, be will bind yau band and foot and
kil! you.
'Yield flot ta, temptatian, for yielding is sin,
Eacb victory will help you some otber ta

Win.'
3. The next class of ittlc taxes 1 woald

naine s
NE-GLECT-NE(,LECT OF~ TRIIFLES.

On a certain farn stoad a gate enclasing
the cattle and paultry, which was constantly
swinging open for irant of a latcb. Ten cents
afi moaey and ten minutes of time waald bave
made ail right.

It was an the swing cvery time a persan
went ouat or an, and many poultry were lost from
tame ta tame. Ont day a fine yaung porker
made bis escape; a vezy valcable yoaing pig.

Tht whcle family, with the gardeneri and
the colc, and thé mlk.niaid,. tuned out in

quest cf tht fugitive. The gardener was the
first ta discover tht pig, but in leaping a ditch
ta cut off bis escape, he gat a sprain that laid
lim up for a fortnight. On returning ta the
bouse tht caok fautai the linen burned wbich
she had hung up before the fire ta dry. And
the milk.maid,1 baving fargottea la ber haste
ta tic up tht ctttle ia the cowbaust, fauad
tbat ont ai tht baose cows had broken tht log
ofia colt that happenci ta bc kept la the shed.
The linea burncd and the gardener's t1mle lest
aanouated ta twenty dollars. Tht calt was
warth double that. Thus in a few minutes a
lass ai sixty dollars was caused, tn say notbing
about lass cf tenîper and cross wards, ail for
wantcf alhit latch wlich could have been
supplied for a few cents.

A long train c! lasses, spiritual lasses,
wbich cannat be expressed by dollars and
cents, bave aiten re3ulted by neglecting ta ask
Gad's guidance la prayer be.ore taking soe
important step ; by neglecting ta read a few
verses af Scripture, nigbt and moraing ; by
neglecting ta follow the kînd advice of mother,
Sunday scbaol teacher, or pastor la an im-
portant crisis. Don't neglect the hit Jatch.
As neglect ai trifles is the surest way ta caf ail
beavy Ioss, sa aon-neglect cf trifles is the
surost way ta reacb perfection.

'W bat is the secret cf your doing your
work so beautifullyV asked one lady of an-
other who was making a piece cf crotchet
wark. 1'Tbert is ne secret about it,' replied
the lady. ' I anly make every stitch as per-
fect as 1 cao, and 1 am careful ta put it exact-
Iy in the right pace. There isn't one wrong
or careless stitch in ail tbat wosk. If 1 make
a mistake 1 unravel it and correct it.1

Yes, young Iriends, there lies tht secret cf
ail suc,.essful work, one sttch at a time, and
every stitcb just ight. Thus it is, that the
marvellous fabrics af lace shown at tht late
Chicago fair, casting fabulons prices, were
made. Thas, ail the costly garments cf kings
and queens and other grandees are made ;
one stitch at a time, and every stitch just
right.

Thus tht noblest lives are lived-Enacb,
joscph, Daniel, Paul, Timothy, John, Hannah,
Mary, Lydia-one moment at a time. Na
moments careiessly spent ; no moments vici-
ousiy spent whert 'tis possible ta avoid it.

Wrang stitches in crochet can be unravel-
led and made right. Wrong stitches la gar-
ments oabc picked out and others put in.
But who ca» recali an cvil word once spoken ?'
or can bring ta aaught the influence on others
of ane bad action ? W'ha can reverse the tide
cf time, and live a day or an hour over again ?

Some unknown friead ltft on a gentlemans
dcsk a card on which were printed these
wards :

' I shall pass througb this world but once i
Any gcad thiag, tberefore, that I caa do, or
any kiadness that I cari show toanay human
being, let mc do it now la Bis name, andl for
His sake 1 Let mie not defer or neglect it, for
I shall not pass this way again.'

That man passesseal tht secret for makiag
the wholc fabric afi lue perfect. IlAny gond
thing that Ioa do' ; 1any kindntss that
I can show ta any human being.'. These two
sentences caver ail our duty ta Goal, and ail
aur duty ta aur neighbor. Anxd these two-
practical love ta God and viractical love ta
mian is the fulfilling cf the Jaw.

4. Ont -marc little fox 1 shall name, onc
cf tht most destructive cf al; its name is

PROCRASTINAT1ON,
which antans putting off ta a future time
what should be donc aow.

Do you remnember tht sad story of tht
steaniship Central Amerita, wbich sprung
aieak ln mid-ocemf on ber voyage from, New
York ta San Franci!ico? Sceing ber signal ai
distress, a vessel bore dciv» toivard ber.
«'What is amis ? ' shouted tht captain ta- tht
other captain. We are in bad repair, and
are going down; lic by tilI morning,' was the
answer.

' Let me take your passeragers aow,' said
tht rescuing captain again.

But as it was night aand very darir, the
captain aI the Central Avmrca dîd flot liketot
send bis passengers away, lest somemight
pcrish, and thioig that the ship caal id aiy
keep aflat til daylight, replied: 'Lic bY.tilI

Agala tht captain of tht escue ship cillid:
'Yen bad bitter let mie taIse thi no*.'

«'Lie by dt lIorni ng,' again, scunded back
through the trumpet. Au hoar and a half
Iter ber iights were missedi and tbough no
sound was heard, the appalling fact ivas, tht
Central Apnerica had gant dowa with ail an
board. Ait perisbed because the captaia pro-
crastinated.

How many sauls go down ta tht bottom
less pit, we cannot tell. But, just think bcw
many people dit la a week, in a day, lnaua
heur, in a minute, tht world over. Eîghty
people die every minute, wbich is more than ont
cvery second ; 4,800 tvery baur ; 115,200
tvery day ; 806,400 every week; thrte mil-
lions and a quarter evory maath; tbirty-ninc
millions of people dit evory ytar. And few,
very few ai thezt expoct ta dit soon. And
how know yau but you may dit next minute,
aext hour, to-mGrrow? LasteTi I what saith
Goal ta you : «'Bobolal, flow 1tht acceptcd
time; behalal, aow is the dayof ialvation'(II.
Cor. 6, 2). Listen again :'1Seek yc the
Lard while He may be faund, caîl ye upan
Hlm white Hc is near - (Is. 559 6).

Leara a lesson ai prompt obedience fram
tht soldier and fram tht sailor. Never, neyer
dots anc or tht other reply, 1 In an heur,' or
'To-morrow I will,' or 1'1 will tbiak about it.»

Bat the moment the commandl is given,-
'Ail banals aloft,' there is a rush as ta wbo
shall first reach tht mast-bead.

Wben tht commander says, «'Attention,
battation,' every cyt anal car is on tht alert.
Every man is ready ta act. Oh 1 wi{y not bc
as prompt ta obey tht commands af Christ?

Next ycar is net yours Next week is nat
yours. To-morrow is net yours. This even-
ing is flot yaurs. Anu1'aar hence is oct yours.
Tht present mamet is net yaurs, and thât is
ail you bave.

Tbink now, acf now, as God wants yau te
do, for it may bc yaur last chance.

Now, 1 have mentioneal four littie foxes-
spiritual pride, smnall temptatioras, *neàlect,
procrastinatien. There are many, many more,
wbkcb Ilbave you ta hunt up at yourleisure
anal siay; but be sure that you slay tbem aIl,
and kÉep not one.

FINALLY.

Reanember, 'tis nat enaugh ta keep ait bad
thiags dut of your heart and lite. Goal wants
yaur heart and life filled with ahi that 'is good.
He waats yaur liff le bodies and souls anal
minals ta be hoy temples for Hlm, holy gar-
dens for Him, wbore Ht cao came and abide
anal final dtîight.

To help yoa ta ho and do ail this for Jesus, I
give you tht foliowing verses ta learu ana lilve
by.

jesus, can a child like me,
Thine aiva living temple he?
'les, Thy Spirit, day by day,
In my hcart will deiga te stay.
Thea thst heart nmust ever bc
A fit dwclling place for Tbee.
Naughty teospers, thoughs oa inU,
These things must flot enter la.
Bat a temple is a place
Bujît for constant prayer and praise,
And the teaching af Thy Word:l
Am I sucb a temple, Lord?
'les, if ail 1 do andi say,
Ia my work and in my play,
Shah bc gonfle, true, and rigbt,
Pleasing in Thy holy sight.
.Help me, Lord, for 1 amn wak;
Malce me hcar when Thoua dost spcakc.
Cleanse my bourt from evcry sin,
Make mec beautfiul witbin.
May Tby presonce (romn above
Fill my beart wit bholy love.
Theu shahl those about mec sec
That the Saviaur dwells in me.

Such is !bc heart anal lite cf ntefroin
whom oevery littie fox bas heen driven aut.

Tht churches in New York City-.continue
ta bc stirred with a religions revival. Darir3 ,
the wcok endiag March 24, fleetiflgà werc
beiag iaeld in halls, theatres, anal the, open

a, as cill as in the churches. Duine Mr.
Moody's visit ta Washington saine four thon-
sanal persans, it is said, proiessed conversion.

6Tht Landl and tht BoakY-The -dïàîh is

of this welI knownand 
iait valuable 

work on

th Haly Lanal. He diedat:Denvér.oaate
Sunday, in.tbe89gth year ai his;age. -In 1832
hé wcn:t tàSy'ria *as- a rntissioary :ô! tht,
Amnerican Board. For foritï.ïl yearsbe con*
tinuçd*in'tht bfild.


