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*advance their well-known sermnons, and people

flocked to hear thein, as they would to listen
ta Macbeth or Othello, piayed by some well-

~known actor, or to hear the stereatyped lec-
* tUres of public oratoïsi We cannot under-

Utand WhY hearers do hot more frequently in-
Vifte their zinilsters to repeat discourses whose
IlAirtà they loudly praised on first hearing
them.

It should also be borne in mId that if a
sermon is deliveited orily once, it has reached

bta snmall section of the people. Take them
as à whole, there is a very large number of

Persons who are neyer absent from church-
let it be ramn or sunshine. But as we single
themn out from any particular congregation,
they are comparatively few. In these days
of travel, how many regular members are
absent every Lord's day for the purposes of
business or pleasure. How many in the
course of a year are not present on account
of sickness. What a large number who be-
cause of family distress, or it may be death,
miss soine of the preciaus Sabbath services
of the year. How many who have listened ta a
sermon and have gone away with a very
meagre knowledge of its contents, or who
notwithstanding its excellence have failed ta
receive any impression fromn it. Then there
are those of slower apprehension, but of very
earnest purpose, who require more than one
hearing ta grasp the thought. Think of the
endless repetitions of a school-master to teach
even his advanced classes. The lesson has
ta be gone over and over again. It has ta
be broken up and explained. And after ahl,
the wonder is, what an imperfect knowledge
of the subject has been gained. It is
only one hearer in a thousand who fiilly
grasps the thought of a well prepared
sermon. And then we have ta think
of the young and rising generation. It
may be that since the sermon was first de-
livered a large number of infants have grown
up ta be capable hearers, and a considerable
sprinkiing of boys and girls, who were rather
thoughtless, have become piaus"members of
the Church; while others were flot born when
the discourse was composed. The sermon,
which is a minister's master-piece, may be re-
delivered more than once ta meet the special
wants and necessities of such cases. We are
speaking of course of the normally long pas-
torates of the Presbyterian Church. To the
itinerating system of the Methodists, or the
too frequent changes af pastors which take
place in our own and ather churches, such
remarks as the above do not apply. Such
ministers soan discover the value of old ser-
mons in their new fields of labour.

A good'deal might be said in favaur of a
nat too slavish practice of using ald sermons,
from the tendency ta largely improve these
and practically make them new on their 'Oe-
delivery. We once leard a sermon izead

from his reading and experience, wha will
make it sa much part of his own being, that
he will be able ta enrich it with the sugges-
tiorns of the momeit when he ig givinig it forth.
TÈhen àt will be incleed an invaluable utter-
ance. Býut there Is a gtili greater advanitage
fram a judiciaus use of old discourses, that it
enables the preacher ta give the more care,
thought, and time ta the new ones; Many a
sermon is spoiled by being finished toa quickly.
Like newly cut grain it is not fit for the mill.
Many a text is nut understood at first, but
given time and nieditation, it grows and graws
upon the mind, tiil it is bristling with lustreé-
ful points. Many a se rmon is thoroughly
prepared as ta composition, or the orderliness
of its thaughts, or the aptness of its illustra-
tions, but who will say it is thoroughly pre-
pared for delivery? If a certain great actor
said at the end of six manths' study of one of
the plays of Shakespeare that he was not
ready ta da it justice, and at the end of an-
other six months, he was still not ready, what
shahl we say of a masterly sermon? Can it
be effectively delivered by reading it aver
once or twice before gaing ta the pulpit?
Dr. Taylor, of New York, wha reads in the
pulpit, spends hours in reading up. his ser-
mon previaus to its delivery. And if one de-
ivers without notes, much application must

be given beforehand to the manuscript.
Many reasans might be adduced for spreading
the 'preparation of a sermon'aver weeks or it
may be months, rather than haurs or days.
In these circumstances, the pulpit work of an
ordinary pastor could nat be kept Up, if he is
ta do such ample justice as we have mndi-
cated ta special subjects. The re-delivery of
an aid sermon now and again will be an in-
valuable help. And therefore in the interests
of new and fresh discourses, we commend an
accasianal stirring up of the barrel.

PRESBYTERY 0F OTAWA.-The hast regular meet-
ing of this Presbytery was held in Knox Churcb, Ot-
towa, on the 6th and 7th August. The Rev. D. M.
Gordon, B.D., was appointed moderator fer the ensu-
ing six months. The foliowing minute was passed in
reference to the removai by death of James Whyte,
late minister of Manotick and Gloucester: -" We desire
as a Presbytery to acknowledge the hand of God" in
the solemn event which has removed from our midst
a brother much beioved and highly esteemed, Rev.
James Whyte, minister of Manotick and Gloucester.
The Christian character of our deceased brother was
such as endeared hlm to ail who had the pleasure of
his acquaintance. Mis piety was niost fervent, yet
humble and unobtrusive. In labors he was abundant,
neyer sparing himseif in the great work to which he
had devoted bis life. Me was instant in season and
out of season, preaching and visiting with unwearied
diligence and zeal. Mis pulpit abilities were of a high
order, hiissermons bearing marks of much and earnest
study and rich with the precious truths of God's word.
In language simple, forcible and clear he preached
Christ and him crucifled. For a long time he Iabored
without any very marked resuit, but at iast God sent
a very plenteous ramn upon his heritage and the heart
of bis faithful servant was made exceedingly glad. As
a member of Presbytery Mr. Whyte will be greatly
missed. So ýunctual was he in attendance that bis
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erai education found in hlm' an able and earnest ad-
vocate, and one whose place it will not be easy to fil.
We would express our tenderest and most heartfelt
sympathy with bis family in their sore bereavement.
God has asked much at their hand, but Me can supply
ail theit iack We coxtnettd the widow, the fatherless
chiidren ànd the aged mother to Mim who is the Ood
of ail consolation as well as of ail grace, that Hie lnay
richiy cornxfot them. We desire also to assure bis
sorrowing conigregation of our sytnpathy, and remind
them c f the unfàiiing presence of the chief shepherd.
To tbemn their beioved pastor being dead yet speaketh,
Our prayer is that the life be iived, as weli as the
wotds he uttered, nlajr be gieatly blessed te them. It
must be a source of great coffifort tu his family and
ta ail his friends that dtiring bis long and painful ili-
ness, wbich was so çiatiently botie, olir btother left Sc
many precious tesimonies of bis initeresi in Jestts.
Again and again he spoke of the nearness of the
Saviour whom he had known so long and who did
not forsake hlm when passing through the valley of
the shadow. Me rests from bis labors and bis works
do follow him." Mr. Muir was appointed to declare
the charge of Manotick and Gloucester vacant on
Sabbath the i 8th inst., and thereafter be moderator of
the session, and that the session arrange for the sup-
ply of the pulpit. As this was the last meeting pre-
vicus to the division of the Presbytery, considerable
time was occupied in arranging matters in connection
therewitb. It was agreed that inasmucb as thé iargest
portion of the congregation of Beckwith and Ashton
is witbin the bounds of the new Presbytery of Lanark
and Renfrew, and the minister and eiders express a
desire to be connected with this Presbytery, that it be
regarded as inciuded in said Presbytery. In reference
to the brethren about to icave the Presbytery the fol-
lowing resolution was passed: " Whereas by the action
of the supremne court of the Cburch a considerable
portion of the Presbytery bas been detached for the
formation of the new Presbytery of Lanark and Ren-
ftew, we who remain m embers of the Ottawa Presby-
tery desire to place on record our deep regret at the
separation thus rendered necessary, and to express
our heartfeit sorrow in parting with brethren whose
wise counsel and loving intercourse have rendered
our meetings of Presbytery so, pleasant and profitable,
and wbose zeal aiid activity have contributed so much
to the successfui carrying on of the work. We assure
the outgoing brethren of our unabated confidence and
esteemn and of our best wishes for their welfare. Our
fervent prayer is that the Spirit of the Lord may abide
in the new Presbytery as a spirit of wisdom and of
love, guiding its counsels and knitting its members
together in the bonds of brotherly affection and holy
feliowship, and that the cause of Christ may be greatly
prospered witbin its bounds. An adjourned meeting
was appointed to be held in Carmel Church, Cumber-
land, on Tuesday the 27th inst., at io, o'clock a.m.,
when a Presbyterial visitation of the congregation
will be heid. The next regular meetink is to be held
in Bank Street Church, Ottawa, on the first Tuesday
of November.-J. CÂRSWELL, Clcrk.

HKARING RRSTORED.--Great invention by ene who was
deaf for 2o years Send stamnp for particulars. JNo. GAR.
MORE,, Lock-box 905, Covin'gton, Ky.

AYFR & SON'S MAN UAL contains more information of
value to advertisers than any other publication. Semdfree.
Address N. W. AYER & SON, Adv'ertising Agents, Times
Building, Philadelphia.

MZETINGS 0F PRESB VTER Y.

BRucE.-In Knox Church, Kincardine, on iast Tuesday
of September, at 2.30 p.M.

HURON. -Presbytery of Huron wili meet at Wingham,
on 2nd Tuesday of October, at i i a. m.

LINDSAY.-At Woodville on lhe last Tuesday of August,
at il a.m.

PETERBORO'.-At Cobourg, on the last Tuesday of Sep-
tember, at i i o'ciock a. m.

TORONTO.-In the usuai place, on the first Tuesday of
September at1Il a. m.

WHITB.-At Whitby, on the 3rd September, at II
o'clock a.m.

CHATHAM.-The Presbytery of Chathanm meets at Thames-
ville on Tuesday, the 17th Sept., at i oclock p.m.

PARIS. -Presbytery of Paris meets in Zion Church, Brant.
ford, on Tuesday, 17th September, ft 2 p.m..

KINGSTON.-Next quarterly meeting of this Presbytery
will be held in St. Andrew's Mail, Kingston, on 'ruesdlay,
24th September, at 3 p.ni.

OTTAwA.-In Bank street Church, Ottawa, on the first
Tuesday of November.

STRATFOiD.-In Knox Church, Stratford, on 24th Sep.
teinber, at 9.30 a. m.

LONDON.-Next regular meeting in St. Andrew's, Sainia,
on laut Tuesday in September, at 7-P.m.
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