- et 0T

t
1
!
1
H
{
f

ArarL 8h, 1881.]

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

221

—

on entering a village for the first time is 1o sing
a hymn, and this collects a crowd, for the people,
though unmusical, like to hear singing. They come
out of their houses, and gather round with their chil-
dren in a homely, sociable sort of a way. A little
medicine is then given away, and perhaps a few teeth
extracted ; and by degrees the peaple become friendly
disposed, and the visit is repeated at a future time.”

The students and helpers are described as *intelli-
gent fellows, intensely eager to convert their country-
men and shewing by their inquirics that they take an
interest in what is taking place in other countries”

The following description of one of Mr. M« Kay’s
short evening services for the students and servants,
will be read with interest : “I was pleased to sce the
reverence displayed. A portion of the Scriptures was
read and expounded, the students taking copious
notes. There vere some fine, intelligent faces among
them. One in particular attracted my attention—that
of an elderly man with an intellectunl expression. |
found out afterwards that he was one of the most in-
teresting of Mr. McKay's converts. First of all a
Confucianist, he then embraced Buddhism, and was
a vegetarian after the fashion of the strictest sect.
After listening to Mr. McKay for two years he was re-
ceived into the Church, and is now one of the most
able and useful members, especially owing to his inti-
mate acquaintance with the religious s, s‘ems of the
masses. He was spoken of as a thoroughly earnest
and unassuming man, and was shortly to be plared in
charge of a station where he would have opportunities
for developing his powers as a preacher and evan-
gelist.  After service, 2 hymn was sung in Chinese, a
translation of *There is a happy land’ ‘The effect
was so curious that I could scarcely help a smile, for
the Chinese language is decidedly not musical, no
more are the people; indeed, it had been the work of
years teaching them thus far. They sing with right
good will, every one joining in to the best of his
ability, a pattern for some English congregations.
Mr. McKay teaches them to read mnusic, and the
tunes are written out in large characters and stuck up
in each chapel. Only the very simplest can be
scquired, and these must have something in them to
caich the ear.”

Along with Mr. McKay our author traveiled over a
portion of the island. On arriving at a certain place
the following little incident took place, which, though
trivial in itself, gives some insight into Dr. McKay’s
wonderful success as a missionary : “AA young Chi-
nese boy who was suddenly passing, recognized Mr.
McKay, and seizing his hand, shook it warmly, and
looking frarkly up in his face with a pleased expres-
sion, said a few words in Chinese. Before [ had time
to make inquirics he gave me a similar welcome.
After the boy had passed Mr. McKay told me that he
had once given bhis moiker some medicine, and the
little fellow was very giateful for 1he kindness.” We
may add that this shaking of tke hand is a custom in-
treduced into Formosa by Mr. McKay kimself.

O7 one of the students, Tcheng by name, the foliow-
inicresting story is related: *Sometime ago he saved
Mr. McKay's life in 2 very plucky manner. It hap-
pened thus.  After a long and tiring journey in the
carly days of M.’s residence in the island, they stop-
ped one evening at a village on the banks of a river,
and M. went down to bathe. Tcheng accompanied
h'm to the water, to point out the best place, and was
then t0ld to go back to the house where they were
stopping. Meanwhile M. undressed and plunged in.
Now it so happencd that the lad had a sort of presen-
timent that something was going wrong with his mas.
ter, for walking a short distance, he stopped and
watched behind a tree, 10 sceif he went in at the
right place. It was fortunate that he did so, for the
bank was stecp, and the water decpened faster than
M. expected, and before he was fully prepared he
found himself out of his depth; and though a good
swimmer, be lost his head, probably from exhaustion
consequent on his fatigue, and fainted. The lad, see-
ing that something was the matter, ran down, and
without a moment’s hesitation, plunged in, swam out,
and saved his master.”

The author and Mr. McKay amriving at a certain
village, the following expericnce is related.  From it
the reader may learn that scolding the minister for
nnt visiting enough is not confined to Oatario. Our
indefatigable missionary comes in for a share of it
The author says: “They all seemed very pleased,
and one old lady began scolding McKay in good
tound terms for his long absence, having counted

each day since his last visit. Certainly I had no cause
to complain of coldness or suspicion, and as regards
their reception of M. Kay, it was more hke children
welcoming a fither, than the so.called uninteresting
Chinese meeting a foreign missionary,”

“Mr. McKy ponted out one old man who, before
the chapel was built, used 10 walk fifteen nules tv
church every Sanday.”

The following was the reception accorded the
author and Mr. McKay on arnving at onc of the
chapels: “A number of the school cluldren were wait-
ing to receive him on the hank, and as we disem-
barked (hey ran up with frank, smuling faces, and
seizing our hands, proceeded to escort us to the
chapel.  Here the native preacher and his wife re-
ceived us, and prescatly more of the converts arnved.
1 was much struck with the bright, pleasant faces of
the children ; they seized my hand without the least
sign of suspicion or distrust, and treated M as a
father. The chapel had been buih by the congrega-
tion, who are mostly small farmers.  Presently one of
them arrived with a bountiful supply of rice, fish, and
vegetables for the students, who accordingly set to
with a will, and did justice to the fare so hiberally pro-
vided. Our party had been joined that morning by
ap aborigine, whose father was a savage, and had
been in the halat of kg the heads and drnking
the blood of Chinamnen. Tins youny man 1s now a
student.”

“\Vhat astonished mz more than anything elss,’
says the author, ** in the course of our tnip was the
immense influen.ce Mr. McKay had acqaired over the
people, and une can unly a tribute it to his brave, dis-
interesicd zeal and earnest devotion to his work. The
students, though of a diffzrent nationaluy, regarded
him with a sincere love and respect, amountng almost
to adoration, and then there was a sunple hearted
kindness about them which one rarely meets with even
in highly civilized communtties, as well as an eamnest
desire to contribute to the mutual comfoit and enjoy-
ment of all ; and notwithstanding that they were of
humble origin, a certuin degree of refinement and
pohsh with all.  Christianity with them was evidently
no mere sentimental theory but a ruhag primaple
which influenied their kves and actions ; not a mere
profession of ceriaun docizngs on stated occasions, but
a Yaing power, whichall the arguments of m.tenaliam
fail to account for. The fact ot these people adupuing
Ctuistiamity in the face of the revilings of ther
countrymen and the bitter opposition which encount-
ered A's catly Lab-urs, surely affords a practical an-
swer ta the scenils who it comfortably at home,
trying to argue away the evidences of Christianity.
No rationalistic explanation will suffice to account for
it. Christianity evidently meets a want in their lives
which their own religious systems fail to satisfy.”
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TiHE PHARISEES REPROTVED.

GorpeEs TEXT —* But do not ye after their works;
for they say, and do not.—Matt. xxiii. 3.
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HOMT. READINGS.

M. Taukexi. I-13 ...ieeenn Prayer Enjoincd.
Tua. luke xi 13-26-.. ..ADumb Man Healed.

W. Luke xi. 27+30ec0.-.... A Greater than Jonas.

Th. lLauke xi. 37-54.--..+...Pharisces Reproved.

F. O Matloxxan 023, .0..0. Blind Gu:dcs.

S.  Maut. xxiii. 25 39.-...... Whited Scpulchres.

Sal. Matkvite 242300 coe.tnn *“Tbe Tradition of Men."

HELPS TO STUNV,

The reproof administered to the Phansces on this occasion
is 1o be tegarded as disinct ftom that recorded in Matt. xxut.
The latter was given in the temple at Jerusalem, only a few
days befote the Saviours betrayal. The place where the
cpisode of our present lesson occurred is unknows, and the
time is doutiful. Most of the older harmomists date it a
year before the events of ous last lesson, but some {and the
modern tendency is to agrec with them) accept Luke’snarra-
tive as chronolozical.  The following is from Gall's ** Help
10 the Gospels : ™

** Altes delivering the parable of the good Samaritan [sce
1ast lesson), our Lord went up 10 Jesesalem, 20 the feast of
dedication. O the way He Jodged for 2 night at B *hany,
with Martha and Mary (Loke x. 35-42). On amving at
Jetasalem He found the beggar who was boran bhind. and
wham He restared to sight, and revealed Himsell to him as
the Mcssiah (John ix. 35-31). A the same time e de.
livered lis discourse recorded in John x. 1-21, atd an-
swered the Jews who qeestioned 1Him in Solomon's porch.
These Jews secking to &ill Him, lic cscaped frora them and

fled to beyond Jordan, where He for some time abode
(J hn x. 22-42). Here He taught His disciplcs to pray,
and itlustrated the importance of imp-utuiiity 10 prayer, by
the parable of the impontunate friend (Luke xi. 1-13).
Here alwo, alter casting out a devil, the conversation took
plice, and the paraliles were dioliverad, tecurded 1n Luke
xi 1436 Ahout this tuns He dined with a Pharisee, and
denounced heavy woes against them and the scribes.”

An analyas ol the texe of our present lesson givea the fol.
lowng diviswens . (¢} Far HWithowt due Foul WWithiu, (2)
Soupul 1 in '/'r‘yl CAut Unfaithfulsn Fosentiads, (3 ) Usten-
tatious and Fond of Applatse, (g) Dangerous beanse of
Ihdden Wickalness, (s ) Exacting 1 Precept but Deficient in
Lxample, (6) Protonting to Honour Deard Prephets but
1ea dy to &ifl Lavdng Ones.

I Fak Wirnorr nir Fo g, Winmnx. —~Vers. 37-41.

Mark (vi. 3, 4) tells us that *“the Paarisees aud all the
cws, except they wash their hands oft, cat not, hold.
1ag the taditions of the elders; * in Matt. xv. 312 we find the
scnbes and Phatisees asking the Saviour ¢ Why do Thy
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders 2 for they
wash not their hands when they eat bicad ;" and heie we
find a Phansee, whose invitation to dinner Jesus had ac-
cepted, marvelling that He had not first washed before
dinner. ‘The question of cleanliness was not involved ; it
was altogether a matter of ceremonial observance, and as
such the Saviour omtted 1t, perhaps intentionally and for
the purpose of affurding an opportunity for conveyng in-
struction.

Now do ye Pharisces make clean the outside of the
cup and the platter. Thus the address opens--with a
fizure—but before the sentence s finished the figure is ad-
roatly dropped, and the unvasmished truth drven home upon
the man with teanble furce . your inwsrd part is full of
ravening and wick=dness ‘The wurd here translated
“gavening " 15 in Matt. xxiti. 235, rendered ** extostion.”
**Wickedness ™ may he understood in its widest sense.
The ** Westminster Teacher * says that the charge 1s, ** Ye
I'harisees mal : a great ado about uawashen hands, Lut ave
indiiTerent about unclean heants.”

VI, ScrurvrLous 1IN TRIFLES BRUT UNFAITHFUL IN
Is. NtAls.—Ver. 32, Chrnst iads fault with the Phane
secs, ot for ateading to lit e things (such as even the
tithing of mint and rue) but for neglecting the more impor-
tamt things, Judgment (the practical discerning of that
which 1s nigti) and the love of God. These, He says,
ought ye to have done and not to leave the other
undone. * The phansaical spiz t,” says Vinceat, “‘1s apt
to ba scrupulous o# external forms 1 proportion to their un.
impurtance.”

111, OSTEMTATIOUS AND Foxp or AprrAuse.—Ver,
42 Compare . fatt. xxns 63 and sce Prov, xv1. 18 ; Luke
xiv. §; Rom. xii. 105 Phil ii. 3; 3 Johno.

IV. DANGEROUS BECA® SE OF HIDDEN WICKEDNESS.—
Ver. 44.  Sce Psalm v, 93 Matt. xxin, 27, 28.

As graves which appear not. The *5.85. Times "
says : ** LEither because they Jdo nat shew themnselves above
the <urfice of the grounid, o: breause whitensd and adoracd
{Matt. xxni, 27) they do not shew themselves far what they
are.  In cither case the effect s the same.  In the one case
men oz % agnorandy wer them , an the other, they approach
them ignorant of their t1ue character 3 in both places they
unwittingly defile themselves by the contact of rotienness and
corruption. In thewr contact with the Phaustes, unaware
of theit true chasacer, they breaths 1o moral corruption,
justas the cuntact with the sepulchre bungs mozal cuntamina-
tion.

V. EXACTING 1§ PRECEFT BUT DEFICIENT 1N Exan-
Tlk. 6Vcr. 0. See Isaals x. 1, 23 Gal. vic 133 lsaaah
Ivii. 6.

Ye lade men.  “‘Men in the East,” says the ** National
S. S. Teacher,” *‘are used for porterage, and this meta-
phor is based on that fact.  With burdens. They so pre-
sented the law as to make its precepts heavy and burdens -
some. Besides this, they added ttaditions and observances
that in themselves were very exacting, but the reference
here mainly is to their enforcement of the minute details of
the law, as against its spint.”

V1. PrRETEXDING TO lloNoUR DEAD PROTHETS BUT
READY TO KILL LivineG ONES —=Ver, 47. *‘ 1t is not an
uncommon thing,"” says Mctedith, ** for men to honour dead
and distant virtue, and yet display a practical diclike to the
same thing as it lives and moves among them.” Vincent
speaks to the same effect : ** The phansaical spisit honoars
the faithful ones of the past, while it peisecutes those of the
present.”  The Yharisees whom Christdenounced, although
they made a show of honuvtring the martyred sainis of
carlier timee, were—not merely by descent, bet also in spirit
and pnnaple—the childien of those who had killed the
prophets, ard they shurtly afterwards proved their hincage
by accomplishing the dearls of the Saviour Himself.

T THE FOLLY OF THE DAY.

There is a dicadful ambition abroad for being * genteel.”
We keep up appearances 100 often at the expense of hons
esty ; and though we may not be 1ich, yet we must scem to
bz ** respectable,” though only 1n the meanest sense—mncie
vaigar shom.  We have not the cvurage to go paucntly on-
ward in the zondition of life in which it has pleased God to
call ue; bat must need hive in some fashionable state, to
which we nidicelously please to call oursclves, and all to
graiify the vanuy of that unsutstantal, gentect world, of
which we form a part.  There 1s a constant stroggle and
pressute for front scats in ihe social amphitheatie ; in the
midst of which all noble, sclf-denying tesolve is trodden
down, and many fine natutes are incvitably ciushed o
death.  What waste, what misery, what bhankmupicy, come
fiom all this ambition to dazzle others with the plaie of ap-
parent wosldly success, we aced not descnbe.  The mis-
chievaus resulte shew themselves in 2 thousand ways—in the
mank frands commatted by men who dare to be dishonest,
but do not date to seem poor ; and in the desperate dashes
at fartane, in which the pity is not so much for those who
fail, ac for the hundreds of innocent familics who are so
often involved in the win.—&eme Fosrnal. )



