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of the world, thinking that thereby they thus, the church, being buiit in the (brin
wvill please God, andi entitie themnselves of a Latin cross, the nave is deserted,
te bis peculiar faveuir. An intelligent but the Greeks have approprinted "lie
Protestant wvorshippcî- may visit Jertisa- choir to their separtite use ; ami the
lem or Bethlehem froni a very natural Latins and Armenians havc <ýach a
and even sacred curiosity. But lie wii wing of the transept. TJhey still, hovi-
neyer go to tiiese Il holy places"~ a.s if ever, have the use of the cave of
there was atiy religion in the piigrim- the nativity, and other consecrated
tige. But Greekis. Papiste, and Arme- spots3, accarding te an established or-
nians are constantiy crowvding te the der; and alchougli one miglit suppose
Convent of the Nativity at Bethlehemn, the différence between the old and
and to the churcli of the Holy Sepul- the new style, by giving to them
chre at Jerusaleti. The following ac- différent ternis for the celebrations
count of the churoh of the Naiivity, by of Christmas, tveul prLwent occa-
Dr. Kitto, who visited these holy places, sion of collision, the feuds of petty ri-
is one of the mnost distinct you cati find valines wlîich. are iaintained nimong
wihin a narrow conipass:- them are miost disgraceful to the Chris.

4eThe churcli contained in this for- tian naine ivhich they bear, and dis-
tress-convent wvas built by tlîe mother tressful to the European travellers %vho
of Constantine, the empress Hlelena- visit the place. The Latin, or «Roman
se many monuments of whose zeal are Catholic, portion ~s the smaliest, but is
stili extant in the Holy Land. IL is a the mosý richly adorned, and it jpos-

ianficient structure, thuugh now in a sesses h nyognt efudi
neglected and semi-ruinouis state. IL is Palestine.
thirty-four paces long, and Iborty broad, cTec s oyplc-h acu

ornaînented tvith forty-eight monolith ary-the final objeet of ail these ar--
columns of tlîe Corinthian order, ar- rafige men ts, is a sinaîl cavern, in Wh* h
ranged in four rows of ttvelve columns Iitis asserted that the Saviotur of ~ ee
ecd. The columns are about twvo and world was born. This lies under the
a haîf feet in diamieter, liv more thliî, Greek chapel ; but the catrance t0
twcnty ini heiglit. The churci %vas %vhich is through a door on the southera
once richly adorned wvitli paintings and side of that of the Armenians; wlience,
mesaics, of whiclh only a fev mutilated by a fliglit of marble steps, , e de-
fragments remain. The pavement is scends into an irregular apar.ment,
out of repair. The roof is of timber, which we are taught 10 regard as the
(said to be cedar of Lebanon, but stable in wvhich the Virgin gave birthi
dotibted), and flie naked, rough pave- te c-lier first-born son." ItS character
ment which it supports lias an efet, se as a stable, and even as a grotto, is
bad and so 'icongruous, as te suggest quite conceaied by the ornaments and
that it must bo a restoration rendered decorations %vith which, in awfully bad
necessary liy sonie casualty, and made taste, it lias been overlaid, ico the entire
;n adverse days. Ia fact, the churcli disgiiise of its real cliaracter. It is a
is 11o% little etber than an outer court long, narrow, and rather lew reem, fit-
or tlîoroughifare, throughi %vhicli entrarice ted Up and mucli occupied for religions
is gained to the smaiter churches anti worship. Its original featuires are
the aparîments of tlie convent. Fermer- quite conceaied by the marbles, cm.
ly, thie sects ivlîiclî claimed interest in broidered hangings, gohi jaénps, and
the place, had the use -l the clîurch other adoruiments, wvhich shock and
by turns, and then it wvas kept in good discourage the belief they were de-
order ;but as this bred inteiminable signed te foster. The grotte is about
quarrels among <hemn, it %vas eoncluded tvelve paces ini lengih by four broad,
to enclose certain p)arts as chapels for and coatains three p)rincipal altars.
the separate and exclusive usýe of eacht :lJnder the first, upon the marble floor,


