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give a decideil answer; at any rate, ho bail ber that, but worse-1 ara a murderess, andi I shall until I W" ~Or the, age of Vwenty-one, IV would She covered ber eyes with lier baud l0W
laid upon the couch, her dress and clotbing curse you for It, even witb my dying breath."1 be toerMY interest, as well as my duty, Vo subrnlt and leaned back on ber pillow, exhautSdlooenil ad egn o trveVoretee erVo Ifvoluntarlly bier busband started back, then Vo the authorlty or my stepmotber. oec ewthbeefort se1ai1mie
consclousness. lOoked at bier, hnking ber mind was wander- "I think this letter Made me fraudec. I know Exbausted, Voo, wlth bier feelingsorcatAs the blood liad ceased to flow from her Ing, unable Vo credit the truth of lber self.acçu- that I vowed I would go home and defy my1 and passlonless as she liad seenied to 'bel It 1as
parted lips, lie began Vo, hope that the case after nation. stepmothei, pubiish bier treachery Vo the world; evldently only by the greatest possible SM bherail waa flot very serlous. But there was no sign of wanderlng or Insanity and tben I M'as 1l!, andl my passion and rage bail of self-control that she couid comUl8flu rThat her system bid recelveil a shock, nay, a in that fIrrmiy fixed oye, In that sternly despair- quite ilei away by the time I was weil and abl .e voice or restrain bier goba. wrs iecsuccession of shocks, whicb would permaneiitly Ing face, and hie bld bis own lu bis bands, un- Vo walk about again. Silence haed succeedeil ber iast wrs iêIweaken If they dld noV completeiy undoterfltife able to bear the sigbt and horror of tbought "1Vt was for my brother Lionel's sake, far broken by sobs.her bealth and strength, was, hoe feIt assured, whicb ber words andl looks conibreil up. more than my own, that I was s0 grieved and NoV a wornan's soba,. for, as I bave E»Ip 11
butoo evîdent. Stil ho Vbought ber life mlght doMy moments are numbered," sle Meut on, go angry. hid no toars Vo weep, but the gobe Of a 1i5lanbe saved for a time, and was about Vo turn to ini the sarne cold, cairn oue, Iland thougb I leave ilHe bail found a soldier's life barder tban hie soldler, of one who bad losV al Vb ol 0eg
the anxious officers Vo el Vem sgo, wben a Do Mrtten confession behlid me, I Mlsb Vo bail dreameil Of, harder than hie could bear. My the present or future wortb living for.cboking cough, foiiowed by reil drops on the clear Up some things lu Vbe past before I die. father bail noV evon mentioneil bis uame lu bis doTaîk noV of grief il thon hast seen Veth l'handkerchief applled Vo ber lips, corivinceil hm Mr. fliackie, corne nearer; bie is frîgbtened at wili, and bad ieil up the money biebail lefV me 0 aik o.

that lier days, If not ber vory hours were nurn. bis owu work,"1 andl she glanceil at bier busbanil; go that I ltould îlot Vouch IV Vii I was tM'enty- o alk e.boroil. "but you wîîî lîsten Vto me." one,an conseqnently cudnoV purchasebs Thc udw astngherlfnd901Tbe major reail the verdict ou his face before The lieutenant obeyed. release.ircuidbi aTedEonteM'ssotge, thFlre flflOK"WMbis lips coulil rame i, aSil bis own sunburnt This was no tire for coLdolence, but bis face téThere was fotbng but submnission before bier eyes, lookeil at hM In woder and 0%*viaeblanched, anil bIs lips trembloilaaslhe M'as sail andl sorrowful, as hoe ook a seat she me, and my stepaother baillber own way. meut, ratber than sympathy, aud VUrOetsaw It. pointeil Vo at bier sie. "6It M'as noV very long after my recovery that Blackie, she sail-Ho muet have been Vwenty yearla older than onI Is lanoV a long story, but t Io i a dreailful I met Major Adiar, and, as I tolil you, I rau "iOne wouid real1y think that be hâd IÔYd
that fragile, beautîful creature hoe ciaimeil as hie dne," she said, wlVh a sigh. "cLot me see; o- away from scbool Vo Inarry hlm.me. Adiytrowife. day ts my birtbday. I am only elhteen, andi1 I "We were marrled-at loast, I believe so;- we *' Loveil you !" repeated Herbert A ar oHanilsorne Voo, wlth that strong, matured, arn dying. Andl my baby-no; I must noV thînk weut hroughi a coromony lu a churcb. I know lng bis tear.-staineil face Vowands lier odmaniy béauty, much more likeiy Vo Win the iii I corne Vo that part 0f I." îI nover doubtod lis legallVy thon, andl I loveil womau was ever loveil botter than I 10et lbbeart ani fisoinate the mind 0f a Young, inox- She paused, as tbougli the effort Vo begin were hM so devotediy that I Mouid bave trusteil My IV M'as because I loveil you no that eperienoeil girl, than a man nearer ber oM'n age oo much for ber, and for the lime IV soomeil as very sout as M'el as MiY bonor lu bis bauds. harsh, bitter andl cruel M'ben I belleveil11110«could pcsibiy have doue. if tue struggie between weakuess, approachlug i 1îook back at that ime u ow w ith wonder worthlessuess andi nfidelity," sai tbe 10oBut there wee"bard linos about that baud- death, andllber owu M'lll Vo overcome themn for a andl contempt at MY own infatuation, but the "andl Mhen I learut that my rival Waï-y8nnmre fhe, linos M'bch ouly pnbd, passion, anil few minutes longer was boyouillber power. ileluslon vaulsbed, as, bail I been M'lser lu the broVher, that lho bail gone away, thon 1I019111
stem, flore5e, unyieling obstluacy couli bave Loauing back on lier pillowF, ohe closeillber Morld's ways and i 'ckeilnoss, I shoulil bave andl Vrled Vo flild you, Vo Implore your f0 fgive,mavffd there, andl heugh tbey might be sub_ oyos for a second or Vwo, gatherîug strength Vo known IV M'ould. riess, Vo tell you that the assertion I Maie b*duei lahi sùfteued at thé presont moment by complote the task ohe bail iltermîneil Vo ac- " éEven lu my owu happluess, I ili noV forget Our marriage not being legai was ufltrtegrief, Vbey ntterly refusèd Vo be completeiy bld complish. niy brother. My busband was lîberal Vo me M'IVh Vo Implore you Vo returu Vo me.or boaniaiM. Whien sbe openeil themn again, Blackie saw money andl gIfts, andl I soon saveil ouougb, noV "But 1 coulil noV fini you, ecould obtStIÊ%13Onily tiWe' houeperi the doctor, ani Vwo that fthe M'as stronger, that life bail a firmer ouly Vo purcbase bis freedom, but Vo pay for bis trace or dlue Vo tell me if you 'rM lijinior
gentleihnnremaineillit the room now witb the holu upon ber than hoe Vbought, nuillho bell the passage Vo New Zealani lMiîere hoeM'shed Vo go, ileail, M'en three dàys ago I heari you IOw 0 lgirl, M'ho hail graduaily roturueil Vo couclous- cordial M'hicli the iloctor bild left Vo lber Ilps, beilevîng hoe shoulil become very prosperous, Olham, anil about Vo be marrled.neas, hough abe might nover more roturu Vo baving the satisfaction of seeîng ber sît up andl andl aise o Voave hlm a fow pounils wlth Mhh " a Vni ow hreV tp b B 1Ubealth andl strI.eh. ,I look at bier huébanil, wbose face M'as stili billon Vo make bis noM' start in lire. andl daima you as my Mife, bat by the i!Piiiows bail been bastîly arraneil on the lu bis bauds. Thon, lu a coud, calim voice, she -i To accompiish I, I lsposoil of nearly ail My reacheil the owu you bildîsappeareil. ,couch, andl there she lay, covereil with a iIght began Vo tel hemn the secret of lber lîfe. Jewveliery, much of il, my busbanil's gifle, nover "lOh, Florence, surely what you tel l Me
rug, a brigbt roi spot on oacb choek, Which ilreaming that ho M'ould blamne me. . our chili cannot be true ?"simply seemoil Vo make the. contrant Vo ber IlI shouhil bave Voldhihm ail about my brother, IlNoV true 1"I and she repeateil tbe. Wor

otherwise white 1àCep, the more vivid. CHAPTER LI. but 1 tbought IV wouid ho a biow Vo bis pnbd scornfuliy and bitterly. "4Do you Vik 'and mine Vo kuow VbaV One O>f bis own mon. one shoul have Inventeil such a, credithble atoll tShe ls eftlm after the terrible excitenlent, un- FLORENCE TELLS RER STORY. 0 hs ukl w eiet 'sm rte.NI stu nubtration of strongth, wbîeb M'îU mako ber Indoîni- I Is tgVWOyears ago, andI iwas jutintsixteen,' l"Bouides, there Was no flocessîty for bis kîîow- I"Menciful Heaveul1 wbat wonl 1 nOt %table, SuPsrnme ani master of tbem al Vo the began Florence, nerving berseif Vo perforin bier Ing, until the future bail rodeemeil the past; go for IV Vo, ho false ?very là«. seîf-IpIosoil task, ciwben I first met Major Lionel and 1 both agreed,1 and Vo spare them "lMore than once I Vurneil back Vo Save iV o<There ln a Aaah and glitter In lber ilark, leeply Ailair. I1M'as on a short visit Vo a school..mate, botb I kept the secret. ake IV lu my arme, M'arma it against my breo1 'blue oye, wloeb peaka of stnength and defiance, at M'hose bouse we met. Six menths later I .an IlMy brother was free, and my busband sawv and live or die wIVb ILratiier than foUr or bumility, anil she glances away from sehool, eloped i 'th hlm, Vo become our meeting; saw me embrace hlm for te îast "dBut tho very fouid Itseif tempteil and toetristeailily arounil, as tbough Vo ascertain wtb bis wife. tirne bofore goîng upon bis long Journey, rrom li me. that nigbt. I rememberoil VaIn. 11
Voue, ilboM' long bave 1 Vo live V" iliel ut my birtb, andl my father mannied again; "lHo sasv me wveop, beani me promise nover Impossible witbout IV, and If I clung Vo IVty tqtidI caunot tell, ]Perbaps-but you muet noV marrleil a Moman M'ho, liaving chiliren of lber Vo forget hlm, uni thus, uncousclous of my bus- conhl bo notblug for hoth of us but deatit.excite yourself." 0M'n, bateil my brother andl me. bund's eyes bolng upon me, M'e pantei. 111 don't tell you this Vo excuse my 0 2LideOVdiI Mant no false bopos," lun the sarne flrm, "dNoV only ili she baVe us herself, but she IlI don't know M'hat followed; even xxow ît there oouli ho no excuse for iV; If I l ive# I shailtbougb low volce. "iTeli me the rutb. Shalh I POisouei aur fatber's mini agaiust us, and soems too horrible Vo tVitlk or romnember. pay the penalty; Vbey will bang Me for lIV.forecover V" Lionel, my brother, ten yeans older than Il M'as IlI must have falien asleep ufter My brother would uot~ mini taL If IV M'ouli rostore the -i"The issues of life and ileat.b are lunblghen bigit-spirîteil, fiery, unuseil Vo control, hough M'ont away, I1itlnk, for I WMas anousel by My of my chili, but IV wlll noV, IV caunOt.140'bauds than ours," was the roply; "ibut if you g0oi, trutbful, andl generous. Thore ls Do lîmît husbandIn l a volce of fury upbraîdîng me for my thero la no pardou, Herbent, for you or for 'ne',have auytbing Vo arrange, and M'oldly afikirs t o te ovil a bail Moman lu ber position couli ilfadelltY. ani I-I do noV ak I."gottie, iV M'lli ha Wise Vo do it quîckiy." lufliet. 8h. tortureil My hnother 'saprouil, sen- Ilcouli noV anawer hlm, couli noV boliovo Site closol ber eyes* uni turneil weaail h011 o-I ama unsworod." sitive nature, goudeil hm Vo rash, Imprudent mysoîf awake, until hoe stantied me by teiliug PlUow. Hon work was doue; litoe JOI 5endAndl ubo closeil ber oyos for a fow minutes; ucts, mode our fatiter belleve evorythlng that me that I1M'as noV bis M'lfo, that the corernony sorrown, cornpressed InVo so short a timO, hNoshe who bai shruuk from deutit with such a M'as M'lckod and vIle of hlm, und wheu hoe was wo bail gone thnougb was a slxam, and thut Il IL seemrneacheil their oui. ncowunil four, M'as norving bonrsoir Vo meot the elgbteen, succeeledin lh aving hM turnei out after ail, bail only been bis mlstress. . Once more she was anoused by a baud t"lnking of terrons now. of bie father's bouse, VbroM'nupon te 'oll Vo "AV iirs I M'as mai. I sprang at, andw Mouid oneo0f bers, gontiy, alimant Vlmidry, aa uti OilThere Mas no tear lu ber eye; siteM'as paît shift for hlrnself. have kilied hlm If I coul, but hoe stnuck me, noV that of ber husbuni, saylug-tears, no tromon lu ber volce, for evon ternor "6Poor Lionel 1 If M'Obl ile i thon, how knockei me down-see, I have the mark of bis làDii te baby dle? Wa It inpoasîblO fOr Itseemel Vo bave doserteil ber, but the cuimuesa mucit botter IV M'ouil have heen for oh of 0f i ring ou my temple uow. Yes, thut man, that to ho suvel 7"If left bobini W&B mono bard, stouy aud dreai- Site diosel ber eyos, soemlng for a moment gentleman," and she spoke andl poîntel at hlm11 The question, the donbt, the tpne Owefui titan te wlldest agony couli bave heen. ubsorbedIn lubeo grief. wltb aucli scoru, that hoe coulil noV help uucoveî -ber.Her very heurt seernel f)rozen, us though thVe But there M'One no teurs lu thom, for Viete Vans Ing bis face andl looklng at ber, follel me Vo There M'as something lu IV wbicb 5O0fl1 tobandl of beath M'ere upon 1. lu ber hoant Mere frozon. the eartit, as ho MouIi bave fellel an ox, me, glre hope, evon whiteoIt asked * if there IaidGive me some Mine, anytbing Vo strengtben c(i hld as I1M'as, I ioved my brother dearly,"ite Moman lho bai swornVo love unid honlsh, the noue, M'itld acteil ithe an electrie sbock On ber0

me for a Lime. Prop me up bîgiter; now louve sbe M'ont on; i ndeed, wo bai only oach other mother of bis unhorncitiil. trame.me wlh-witb those men." Vo love, for my fatiter M'as go absonhel wltb bis ilWbat followod, I cannot tell you; I1ilon'V Site mat uprigbt, M'ould If be bail not rear5ld~Andl 11W site pointeil Vo the VwOo nicers. second wife and ber chiliren as Vo have IiVVio kuow. Wbeu I aM'oke Vo a sonso of my condition, ber, nîsen Vo lber foot, ani clutcblng -BlacdeilYour bushanil uni bis frieul ?" askel te regard, titougit:, or cane for us." I1M'as uioîîe, ovrwheimel MItb grief ani un-' Vho bail spoken, hy te band, aikei as tbOnghdoctor, woudenlng ut ber manuor of speakîng of IlThtus four yeurs passeil away, I hourd frorn meniteil shame, ber Ilfo itung ounte reply- 3otiten. my brother sometimes, tough ie ho bai een 66My fIrst tought M'as of self-destruction, but "What do you mean? Teli me. IgUrOîT 7di Yes.11forbidden Vo write Vo, see, on even romember wben te moment came, I could noV kiliinysoîf. wouii noV trille witb a diîg wolna"UThe mani of science udministeroil a cordial, that hoe belongeil Vo 1u. I know hoibl a struggle d"Neither couli I romain wbere I ivas. Ihid.titis."piacoil more ln a giass noar ber, uni thon cau.ti.Voilve, for lho bai bean hrought up as a gentle- no moiney, for, as I oli you, I bal given ail to, ilDou'V excite youraelf, uni I wiU tlVo oUtioning ber noV Vo excite herseif, lefV Vite room man, Mithout occupation or profession, andl bis my brother. I kuow, ail, I sitouli suy, that I bave eanrd.M'ltb Vie bousekeepen. éducation M'as of very ittie use Vo hlm lu ilgbt. diMy flrst thougbV, M'heui suicide faliel me, IV was a cunlous stony, oli Vo me as suci 'b, batdiShahl I go too V" askeil Blackle, feeling that Ing lte hattie of life. was Vo, go Vo my brother. 1 knew ho 'ioulti noV pai lIttle or uo attention Vo IV t ite tUne, 11t411
ut titis solomu moment, hushani unidMifo, long "iFour years ufter lh ai been diven away I spurn me, und go M'iit biMwbore my name tinklng iV couli conceru anyoue I kneW."purteil, mighbt wisb Vo bo alone ogtiter. bail a letton from hlm, teiing mue ho liai ou- aui iisgrace wouli ho alike unktiown. "oA story about my baby 1 Quick 1 W"YBlut Florence auswered qulcky- listel os a dommon sodiler....eulisteil union an "dBut It was too laVe, te sbip lu ihie howlll you torture me so? I couli noV fid t; 1"1No, romaIn. You kuow part, You bail ussuii'ed narno, fiuiiug this teonly resounce saileil bai gono, aldI M'as ieft lunte wonî M'ont Vo look lunte very spot, but It Win gçflO.btter know ail."1 from stunvation. aione. Q.uick-Vell me-titis suspense Io worsO ta

1

The lieutenant bowed, but bis comnpunion diIV was a great hlow Vo my pnbd, uni I M'epV "&Aimost peniliess, andl utteniy homnele,., I deuthIli1came nourer Vo the cîoucb, uttempteil Vo take ovor my brotlîer's letton, ungry undIindignant M'nienel about te country, sleeping lui harns, téYou muet ho culm before I begin," SSIi 010ber whiite bandI n bis own, uni asheil, lu a oue aiso that my fathen's eldest son, M'io sitouli always lutenling Vo browu miyseif, Or meet lieutenant, finmly.singularly humble for hlm- bave been bis hein, M'as dnivon Vo titis. deuthin l some form or othen, befone te oveut I diCaim! 1 arn calm-I will ho caim-Oly for'diFlorence, ut titis solemun moment cunnot you "iBut I coulil do nothlng except bute my stop- now most ilneaded came. HEeuven's sake malke baste 111forgivo me ? I have wrongod you greatly, but mother, te cause of IV ail, andl make bonr lîfe as "iBut I coulil noV lie. A power which I couhdil "A frienil of mine, un artist, living lu 481for tito sake of our chili fongive me." unui1rahhe M'hite I M'as ut homo as iV wus noV ovencome bell me hack ut te hast moment, cbçsten, but often going Vo Olham$itum oilnOaFor te first Lime since ber roturu Vo con- possible Vo ho. uni titug I M'uiherel on until one aftennoon, curlous story about a log. Don't ho imfpatientsciousnoss, osithiowed somthinglike emotion. "Titis, of course, recoleil upon myseif. Site earhy in November, Mitb te deui leloves fullng This iog was sont from bis bomee Iu Oldibato
site snatchel ber band from bis, asutoug ie ho al more Influence Mitit my father titan I bi, uni nustlinguhout*me, I hay boivu lu a hollow Manchester Vo sit for bis portrait.balstha erdnIlt dneqec wsViaa wssotV ao dî,noralag VwfelngVril 11 n -tVieArs pp4u1to-suei a


