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munners of his Disciples and followers, woro so
struek and conviuced, that thoy proicssed them-
selves of that sect 5 notwithstanding, by this profes

ston in that juncture of time, they bid farewell to all
the pleasurcs of thislife, renounced all tho Views of
ambition, engaged in an uninterrupted course of se-
verities, and exposed themselves to public hatred
antd cuntenpt, e sullerings of all kinds, uud to doath
itself.

3d. Of this <ort we may reckon those three carly
Converts to Christianity, who each of them was u
wember of a Senato famons for its Wisdom and

Learning.—Joseph the Arinathean was of the Jow-
1h Sauhedrim—Dionysius of the Atheuian Arcopa-
gns, and Flavius Clemens of the Roman Serate,
was at the timo of his death consul of Rome. ‘These
three were s0 thoroughly satisfied of the truth ofthe
Chiristian Religion, that the first of them, according
to all reports of antiquity, died a Martyr for it;
as did the secoud, vnless we disheliove Aristides, his
fellow Citizen, aud Contemporary ; and the thied as
we are informed both by Roman and Christian au-
thors.

. 4th. Among those isnumerablo multitudes, who
in most of the knowing natwwus of the World came
over to Christianity atits first cppoarance, we may
be suro there were ‘great numbess of wise and learn-
~ed Men, besidesthose whose names are in the Chris-
tian Records, who without doubt took care to ex-
amine the truth of our Saviour’s nistory, before they
would leave the Religion of their country, and of
their forcfathers, for the sake of one that would not
ouly cut them off from the allurcments of this World,
but subjeet them to avery thing terrible and disa-
greeable jn it. ‘Tertullian tells the Roman Govern-
ors, that their Corporations, Cotncils, Armies,
Tribes, Comnpanies, tho Palace, Senate and Courts
of Judicaturo were filled with Christians; as Arno-
lius asserts, that men of the finest parts and learn-
ing, Orators, Grammarians, Rhetoricians. Lawyers,
Fhysicians, Philosophers despising the sentiments
they had ouco been fond of, took up their rest in the
Chrisiian Religion.

Sth. Who cap imagine that men of this character
did not «horoughly inform themselves of thé history
of the Person, whose doctrines they embraced ? for
howgver consonant to reasor. his Precepts appear-
ed, how good soever were the cffects which they
producod in the World, nothing could have tempted
aien to ackuowledgo him as their God and Saviour,
but their being firly persuaded of the wiracles he
wrought, and the maoy attestations of his divine
Mission, which were tobe met with in the history of
hus life.—~This was the ground-work of the Chris-
tian Religion. and if this failed, the whole super-
structure sunk uuder it.—This point therefore of the
truth of our Saviour's history, as recorded by the
Evangchsis, is every where taken for granted in the
writings of those, who from Pagan Philosophers
beeame Christian Authors, and who by reason of
theit Coovorsion, are to be lnoked upon as of the
strongest collateral testimony for the Truth of what
is delivered couceruing our Saviour.

Oth. Besides innumerable Authors that are lost,
we have the undoubted names, works or fragments
of several Pagan Philosophers, which shew them 1o
have been as learned as any unconverted heathen
authors of the age in which thoy lived.—1f we look
into the greatest nurserics of learoing in those ages
of the World, we find in Athens, Dionysivs, Qua-
dratus, Arisudes, Athevagoras, and in Alexandria,
wnysius, Clemens, Ammouius, Arnobius, and An-
atohus, to whom we may add Origen; for though
his fathier was a Christian Martyr, he became, with-
out all coutroversy, the most learned, and able
Philosopher of his age by his I2ducation at Alexan-
dria, in that iamous Seminary of arts and sciences.

L ettt —

REesvrrze T1ov.—The mechanism of the human
frame and the direction of some of its movements,
contrary to the known and reccived laws of philo-
sophy, salliciently demonstrate that the architect of |
sich a picce could affect any thing.  Nothing couldi
be argued philosophically against the doctrine, from
the dissolutiun of the parts of the human frame; bo-
dies are cap ibleof restoration, after being most com

its qualities aro changed and nothing of its valuo,
diminished. It may bo taken out and melted down,
and committod to the hand of an artist, and may
ho formed into the same prece of plate as before
its solution.  Thus may the body be dissolves! aud
scattered, it may ho burnt to ashes, or busieq in the
dust, but the power of God can restoro st; and itis
no greater an oxerticn of power than wae required
at its formation, and is exercised in its preservatiou.
Aud as the human body 15 always undergoing some
change. and io a few weeks hecomies materially al-
tored, by the dispersion of sumo’of its particles in
prespiration or otherwise: and in the roplacing of
them by nutrinieut received ; yet no vne scruples to
call it tho same body, und no one duubts his personal
identity  So, atthe resurrection of the body, its
constitu at parts will be suflicient te securo itsiden-
tity.—Lr. Collyer.

Jupcsext.—~Ministers have often proached a-
bout Christ coming to judgment, and assured their
bearers that he will come at last to the surpriso and
astonishment of a guilty world. But who helieves
their report? Rut when the fulncss of tune is come,
gerhapx while somoe servaot of God is exhorting his

carers tosuch a preparauon for judgment—1lark?
he cries, 1 hear the voico of the archangel and the
trump of God—behold, be comes in clouds, and
there he is,—preaching and hearing are all over.
Watch thercfore, for ye know not the day nor the
hour when the Son of inan cometh.—Lavington.

The manner of Christ’s coming will be awfully
solenun. For the Lerd himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout. with the voice of the archan-.
gel, with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we, which are nlive and
remain, shall e caught up together with them in the
ciouds to meet the Lord 1n the air. 1 Thess. 1v. 14,
17. Here Christ breaks out of heaven, with the
shouts of angels; it signifies such & shout, saith one,
asis 10 be heard amoung scamen. when after a long
and dangerous veyage thoy first desery land, crying
aloud with united voices, a shore ! a shore? ac the
poet describes the Italisns, when they saw their na-
tive country, lifting up their voices and making the
beavens ring again with Italy ? Italy ? or as armies
shout when the signal of buttle is given.

The voice of the archangeél will be distinctly heard
and after this shout the trump of God shall sound:
by the tremendous blast, sinners will be aflrighted out
of their graves ; but 2o the saints it will earry no more
terror than the roaring of cannon, when armies of
friends approach a bcsic§cd city for the reliefof them
that aro therein.— Flavel.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

THE PROPER MODE OF CONDUCTING MISSIONS TO THE
HEATHEN.

A sermon delivered before the ¢ Sociely for Propagating the
Gospel among the Indians and others in No.th Amessca,
Nov. 5th, 1829; by Benjamin B. Wisner, Pastor of the
Old South Church, Boston.

The sermon is principally occupied in answeringe
two questions. The first is stated in the following
terms—* In employing our instrumentality to extend
the temporal and spiritual blessings of Christianit) to
the uncivilized and idolntrous natious of the earth,
shall we make it our primary object to civilize or to
Christianize them 2

After noticing the opposite opinions which have
been entertained on this point, the preacher rejecrs
all theory and a priori rcasoning, and decides the
question by an appeal to facts. The propriety and
force of theappeal may be scen by an extract.

« The firss to which T wonld direct your attention
is, the striking and very instructive one, that, in the
commission givem to the Apostles and their successors by
the Saviour, and in the history transnalted to us n the
New Testament of us early cxccution, there 13 not one
word about cializing men ; although the Gospel was
to be, and was in fact, carricd by the spostles to su-
vage tribes as well a8 to the then civilized nations.
The command ofthe Saviour is, * Go y¢,”"—not tu
the nations which have been prepared for your com-
ing by civilization—but, “ Go inic all the world,’—tu

pletely dissolved.  If you take a piece of silver and
pluoge it 1ato a vessel of anqua fortts, it will not
merely dissolve, but Lccome invisible. as sugar mel-
ting in watcr, the silver which was before invisible,
wiil fall to the bottom 1 2 white powder; none of

|

savages as well s to civilized men,  And do what?
First civilize those whom you find sunk in barbarisin
and teach the true philosophy to those whom you
find more refined ; and thus prepare thew for receiv-

and preack the Gospel untv every creature.”’ o all
althe, savage and civilized, proclaim, at once and
continunlly, the good newe of salvation through my
atoning blood.  And the history of the proceedings
of the npostles in exccuting this commussion, under
the inﬁ\lliblc guidance of the Hely Svirit, among sa~
vage as well us civilized nations, is,—unot that they
ubstained from * preaching “hristianity’ tinthey had
tuught the eivilized the true philosophy, and the bar-
harous “the emollient arts of lite ;™ but, “they weny
torth, anl preached every where,” that men “shoukd
repent, and turn to God, and do works mect for re-
pentance ;” * not hnowing any thing amung” those
10 whow they went, from the beginning to the end! of
theie continunance with them, “ save Jesus Christ and
ki crucified”  And, though “the Jews required a
sign, ond the Grecks sought after wisdom” or philo-
sophy, yes they “ preached Christ crucified,” counting
thut ¢ the foolishness of God is wiser thun men, and
the wenkness of God is stronger than men.”

Now, with these facts in view, can it be belicved
that it was the intersion of Jesus Chriat, thut his a-
postles should make it the first object of their lubors
among idolatrous and barburous tribes, to civilize
them, and among heathen nations already civilized,
to teach them the true philosophy, and thus prepare
them for the reception of his reﬁgion; and that the
apostles did in fues proceed thus in exccuting his
commisston ?  How manifest is it that he intended
they should, and that they did in fuct, make it theis
first and great ohject among allJ)coplc to whom they
went savage as well as civilized, te nake known to
them, and to press upon their immediute acceptance,
the true religlon? And this command is the com-
mission and t%le directory, and the proceedings of the
aposiles in executing it are the model, of all propaga-
tors of Christianity among the nations, to the end of
the world.”

The appeal is then madeto “facls that hate taken
place since the times of the Apostles”’ And under this
head the facts connerted with the missions of the U-
nited Brethren only arc appesled to : the smallness
of the pecuniary means at the disposul of this dene-
mination of Christiars, the debased and batbarous
character of many of those tribes among which they
have cstublished missions, the well known principi+a
on which their missions, are conducted, sud the great
success which has attended their exertions st nearly
every station, rendering the appeal peculiarly appro-’

iriate,
l The second question examined is—* Skall we trach
the heathen, at first, only the simpler and more gemeral
principles of our religien® or shall we, at once, pre-
sent and urge wpon thetr acceplance ils most sublime and
dutinctive truths ¥

On the point involved in this question, the same
opposite views are entertained as on that of the fore-
going; and the answer is given, s before, by an ap-
peal to facts. The first class are those connected
with the ministry of the apostles, and the second
those connected with subsequent efforts to propagate
Christinnity, especially by the United Brethren., Af-
ter mentioning the long continued efforts made by the
missionaries of this denomination, to enlighten the
Greenlanders and secure their confidence, by teach.
ing them only such truthsasare regarded as of a pre-
liminary nature—the being and character of God, the
creation of the world, the fall of man, and the re-
quirements of the divine law,—and the entire fuilure
to produce the desired effect, the preacher notices
the change which took pluce in the instructions of
the missionuries, and the effect upon the minds of
the people, which was immediately apparent.

« At length, in 1738, five years sfter the com-
mencement of their labors, there was a providential
occurrence destined to have 2 most important influ-
ence, not only on this missien, but on the conversion
of the heathen throughout the world. Some South-
landers happened to visit the brethren, as one of
them was writing out a fair copy of a transintion of
the Gospel. They were curious to know what was
in the book; und, on heuring read the history of
Christ’s ugony in the garden. one of the savages ne-
wed Kninrnok, stepped up to the tuble, and in on
rearnest, flecting manner, said, ‘Bow was that ?
Tell  eit once more, for 1 also would fain be su-
vad.'  These words, the like of which the mivsionu-
ry had pever heard from the li(l's of a Greenlunder,
penctrated his whole soul, so thet the teas rolled
down his cheeks, while he guve an account of the lite
and death of Christ, and of the nlun of salvatien
through him; describing, with more than ordinury
force and encrgy, his sufleriigs in the garden snd on

ing my religion? No; but, * Go ye into all woild,



