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MISCELLANY.

SPRING.

Gontle spring has come with all its sthorial mild-
nose, Tho sun with its poweclul rays has melted
tho flecey covering and warmed the escth thatit
may rercive cultivation in due time.  Tho fosterin
brouzes blow; the softoning showoers desceud, an
oxubarant uature is clothed in greon, and smiles in
various hues.  The groves put forth their buds nud
unfold them by degroes till the wholo forest is dis-
played io fult luxuriance. At this renovating soason
all nature scems to rovive and music walkus all
around us. Wo sro ouchanted with the rapturous
and joyful melody of tho featherod. songsters. The
messenger of tho maraing rises up at the dawn of,
day, sad with joyful notes calls the tuneful nations,
who with their glad notes of undissembled joy, unite
in the cclebration of this charming season.

What a heppy world this would bsif tnots an.
swered the great cud of his creation as well as the
hirds of the air, whe are tavght only by inwiner,
Cnn we cease to contemplate with admiration and
delight the cffects prodaced in the vegotable world
by that Unseen One whose vnremitting energy per-
vados, orders, and sustains all his works, * nugh
unseen, yet he appears in all his majesty and splen-
dor in the revolving scasens.  Will not man swake
and enjoy the cool, the fragrant, and the silent hour,
whose freshaess breathes meditation, bofore the pow-
orful king of day pours forth bis shining ray:, aod
the busy multitude go cut to pursuo their domestic
avocations. We canaot facbear to join the univer-
sal smile of nature, if our hearts nre right, where
overy breezo is poace, and evory grove is melody.—
The indastrious and pious husbandmag, as ha walks
awaidst the glad creation, scattering bis seed inte the
furrows, musts praise. His beart is flfed with live-
ly gratitudo as he consigns his troasures to thio felds,
trusting in Hin who hath said, #In the morsing
sow thy sced, und in the evening withhold not thy
hand; for thou knowest not whether shall presper
either this or that, or whether they shall be both
alike goud."
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THEATRICAL EXHIBITIONS
In consequenco of 2o application to the General

not do this, Our codo of Tegislntion upiversally ro-

cagaisos tho caro of public morals.  Itis atrustcon-
fided to the bod3 politic, which tmwat bo conscienti-
ously and saeredly guarded. As to tho condust of
teading wes in politiesd life, occasionally witnos-
sing theso exhibitians, it proved neithor tho goed nar
o bad influence of theso awvsements.  Could it he
made to appear that distisguished politicn! men sover
committed  crrors, theis practico might bo eafoly
broughtas an cxample; butrot tillthen. Mr. Shaw
suid, that it had been stated on that floor, that the-
atrical oxhibitions had proved of important inoral
benefit 1n tho city of New Orleans: that it had
druwn from tho gro=sest vices, niany of the dwellors
in that cit‘y' that it had superseded the inhuman
diversion o Lull»bniting, and had attracted mwulti-
tudesfrom tho gaming-table, and the houso of i¥famo.
But, said 3r. Skaw, admitting ths to bo trae, will
it bo said, that becauso ths nost dissoluto of an
unrestraoned and vicious population have exchong-
ed a low end degradiag vice, for another more ra-
finod, that this will prove any thing in the case?
Shall the culighﬁcnmip and moral socioty of Salem,
bo placod on the some level with tho ignorrat and
the dissaluto of New Orleans?  Theidea cannot bo
admitted. The gentioman from Teunton, snid Mr.
Shaw, has told us of great vnd wiso men who have
written for the Drama.  But where are the produe-
tions of which he speaks? Ve do not find on our
shelves, wo do not seo exhibited at our Theatres,
the moaral picces of Johnson, or the chaste dramatic
works of Addison. They are banished by the low taste
of tho daevotees of tho Theatre. These great sien
might have hoped to effeet a reformm; but their la-
bors wore in vain, The genius of the Drama bas
resistod every such effort.  Itsnature doespot admit
of roforer; far refarm would destray it. We have
heen told of 1ho best and most ingenious men whe
have written for the Thoatro; B why have we
not been told of those of a differca. character,~o
those whese polluted aud obscend comedics have
disgusted ths lowest grades in svciety, and whose
low aul grovelling wit, it is a disgrace to eviogize?

Mr. Hilliard, o? Cambridge, .very docidedly con-
demned the Theatre as now conducted, and ailuded
totho exhibitions iz our own city, in which thers
was a manifest tendency to degeneracy.  This lo-
gistature had been told, that the establishment in-
corparated tast session was to afford a specimen of
high reforra,  Nosuchpurposo, however, kzd bden

Court by Femns in Salem to he incorporated as pro-
prictors of & Theatre in that own, the tafluexce of
these amusements on society has within a fow days
becoms the topic of much conversation in Sur eity.
§t has very specially  cited the attention of our Le-
gislature, and elicited o the House some very excel
feut remarks. An act of incorporation was in the
last week denied a third readipg. On Tuesday. a
matien to reconsider this measurs was discassed.

Mr. Applston, of Boston, insome brief observati-
ons much to the point, exhitited the utter uselessness
ef theatrical entertainmats. Ko did not consider
them as called for by th s presant stato of society, and
that there were manr other methods of passing ouc
evenings, which were much more improving, und
better sudted 1o our ntellectual nature. 3o was
thereforo decidedly apposed to reconsidering the
vote which negatived the hill.

Mr. Phillips, of Salem, and M. Merrick, of Wor-
cester, spoke in faver of reconsideriag; but their
reasanings Were not convincing. They svemed to
avoid the argument of raoral tendency, as in their
view irrelevant, and to rely upon that of expedien-
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yMr. Baylies, of Taanton, was also in faver of re-
considering. As n reply to tho gentleman nho con-
teuded that the Drama was corrupting to the moral
fecling of the caommurity, he adverted to a soason
in which be attended the Theatre, and witnessed
the presence of somo of the leading men in our pa-
tional and sinte governments. Ho also spoke of
the distinguished mez and moralists, swho hiad written
for theso oxhibitions; not only the umortal Shak.
speare, whoese diversified gentus and talent were na-
nivalled, but the rigid moralisits of Epgland, Dr.

eiﬁ:cxcd; but a gross degeneracy was apparent;
and he hoped that this degeneracy, rapidly increas-
ing i our citics, would be frowned oa by gublic
opinivn, as it now is by the wise and the gootﬁ
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THE SCEPTICAL YOUNG OFFICER:
BY THE REV. DR. JOUN MASON,
of Neww- York.

Every ouo hns rgmarked tho mixed, nnd often ill-
assorted company Which meets in a public packot or
stage-conch. ‘The conversation, with all its variety,
is comwouly fusipid, frequently disgusting, and
samptimes insofforable. There aro oxceplions.—
An opportunisy now and then oceu 3 of spending an
hour in 4 manaer nat untworthy of rational beings;
and the tncidents of a stagn caach produce or pﬁ*
mote safutary impressions.

A fess yoass ago, ouo of the stages which ply be-
tween our to f:rincipal cities, was filled with a
group which could never bavo besn drawn 1ogether
by mutual choico. In the cumpany wasa young
man of social temper, affsble mannors, and considar-
able information. His accent was barely sufficient
to show that the English was not his gative tongue,
and a very slight peculiarity in the pronounciatian
of tho A ascestained him to bo a Hollander. He
kad early entered into militasy tife ; had borne both
& Dutch'and a Freach conunission; bad esen syal
servico, had tavelled; was master of the Eaglish
language; and evinced, by bis deportnent, that he
was ug stranger ta the sociaty of gendcmen. He
bad, however, in a very high degroe, » fault too
common among military men, aed tooabsimd to find
an advacate among men of sonse,~he swors pro-

Johnson, and the man of chastened purty both in
stylo and manners, Mr. Addivmn. Wouldsuch men,
said Mr. Baglies, eountenance a school of immor-

ality ?
'lz'o ths idea of setting aside in this discussion, the
uestion of tho mworal tendency of the Drama, BMr.
haw, or the Lacesborough, replicd, that wo can-

fancly and incessantly,

While the horser wers changing, a gentleman who
sat on the same seat with him took him by the arm,
and requested tho faveur of his cotnpany in & short
walk. When they wero so far rotired as not to be

overheard, the former observed, «* Although I have
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pot tho hunour of your acquaintancs, I perecive,
Sir, that your hubits and feolings are thoso of a gen-
tlemen, uod that ypthing can bo mororopugaant to
your wishos than giving unnecossary pain to any of
your cowpauy.”  Ho started, and roplied, « most
cortataly, Sir ! Y hope ! bave comritted no offence
of that sort.”

* You will pardon me,” rop!iod tho other, * for
pointing out an instauce in which youbave notalto-
gothor aveided it

* 8ir," said he, ** I shall bo mucls your debtor for
so fricadly am get: for, wpon my houour, I ceunot
cogjecture in what 1 have ransgregsed.”

* 1f you, Sir, continued the formes, © bad a vory
doar friend to whom yeu were under sasponkablo
obligations, should yoa nut bo doeply wounded by
any disrespect to Jum, o oven by Ssenng s name
intraduced and used with a frequency of ropetition
und a lovity of air incompatible with the regard dus
to his character 1"

» 'adeubtedly, and I should not permut it! but X
kopw not thut I'am ehurgeable with indecorum to
any.of your friends.”

* Sis, my God is tay best fnend, 1o whom I sy
under inni  obligations. I think you must rocol-
leet that you have very frequently, since wo com-
meneed our journoy, taken htsnamo 1 vain,  This
has given 1o me and tovthors of the cormpany excru~
clatieg paig.’

_“ 8in," aaswered he, with very ingenuous empha-
sis, ** I havedono wrong. 1 conless the iprapristy.
I am ashamed of a practico wiuch I am scouible has
4o excuse; but L have smpercepubly fallen intom,
and I really swear without being conscious that X
doso. I will endeavourto abstaa fromat in fature ;
agd, as you aronext tomo on tho seat, I shall thank

ou ta touch my olbow as often as1 tresspass.”

his was agreed upon: the korn sounded, and the
travellers resumed their places.

In the space of four or five miles the officers el-
bow was jopsed every few seconds. Ho always
coloured, but bowed, and received the hmt without
the least symplom of displeasuros and in a fow
miles more so mastered bis propensity to swearing,
that not an oath was heard from his bps for the rest,
which was the greater part of the journey.”

Heo was evidently mate gravo; asd having rumi.
unated some time, after surveying first oue and then
anatber of the compuny, turned to bis admonisher,
and addressed Lim thus :—

“ You aro a Clergyman, I presome, Sir.”

* {am considered as such.” e paused: and
then, with a smile, fadieated hrs disbehief 1n divine
Revelation, in 2 way which invited conversauon on
this subject.

* Ihave never been able to convince myself of
the truth of Revelation.” i

« Possibly not.  But what is your diffealty 37

“ 1 dislike the nature of its proofs. They aro so
subtle, so distant; so wrapped in mystery; so
motaphysical; that I got lost, and cap aitive at oo
certan conclusion.”

* 1 cannot admit tho factto be as you representit.
My impressions uto sltogether different. Nothing
zeems o be more plain und popular; more Jevel 1s
every commen understanding; mare remote from
alt cloudy speculation, or teazing subtlouss, than
some of the principal proofs of divine revelation.
They are drawn from great aed incontestible facts;
they ase accumulatiog every hour; they have grown
into such a mass of evidencs, that the s pasition of
its falsehoad i, infinitely more incredible than any
one mystery in the volumes of Revelation, or even
than all their mysterics put togather. Your inqui-
ries, 2ir, appear to bave boen unbappify dicected.
But what sort of proof do you desire, and what wondd
satisf ygu ™
* Such proofs a5 accompany physieal science.
ThisI have_always loved ;pforyl gozer fnd it de-
etive me. I rest upon it with cotsro conviction.
There isne mistake, and can be no dispute in
mathematics. And ifa Rovelation comesfrom God,
why have we not sudi evidence for it as mathomat-
ival demonstration 1+
* Sir, you are 100 gooda philosapher not to know,
that the nature of ovidence must be adapied to the
nuture of its objoet: ~atif you break in upon this
adapmqun. you will have no ovideucs at all; seoing
that evidence is no mors interchangeable then ob-
Jeets.  If you ask fur mathematcal ovidence, you
smust confive yourself to mathematcal disquisitions.

Your subject must bo guantity. If you wash o pur-
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