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but even then, despite the lessons
tanght tbem l>y the past forty years,
B3ritish statesmen had serious doubts
a-, to the wisdom of grantiîîg respon-
sible geveriiment, in. the full mneaînng
of the terin, to the p)eoplie of Canada.
Though Lord Johin Russell wvas far
from conceding in its ent irety the sys-
temnas lB(iestood and contended for by
Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Laifontaine, Mr'.
Ilowe, and other eininent (1anadian
'statesmen. of those days, yet the effeet
ýof biis policy wvas to virtually inauigur-
nate res[)oIsible governînient in these
'colonies. Personal government wvas
Practically at an end, from the mo-
Ment the principle was admitted that
theadviseî.sof the Governors should be
ehanged f rom motives of public poiicy;
and that they should goyern in accord-
ance witîi the well1 und erstood wislies of
the people. Lord Metcalfe, on thequ es-tion of patronage, brouglit limiiself into
'collision with bis Government, and in
'Order to obtain a majority in support
'Of his views, exerted bis l)eisonal in-
fIluence at the elections which followed
the crisis; but as it bas been well oh-
served else where, tiie ad vantage wh icli

Sthen gained, was dearly pur-chased
hthe circumstance that the Parlia-

'flenta m'y opposition wvas no longer di-
rected merely agrainst the advisers of
te Gover-nor, but against the Gov-
'enor hiniseqlf, and the Britiali Govern-

1flent, of wvhichi lie wvas the organ. The
tmnle had passed when. Go-,,ernors could.
rûake tbemselves the leaders of politi-
'ca Parties. The action of Lord MNet-
Cealfe il, this particular bad certain]v
itS effeet in settling for ever the prin-
tiples on whichi the (roverniment, of
'01aaa should be conducted. When
Lord ligin was appointed Governor-
t-ýenera1 of Canada, lie received iii-litructions te act generally iupon the

"'"ie f heExecutive Colincil, and
Persons who miglit be pointed

ti t, hini as entitled to become so by
terPossessing the c-onfidence of the

AeInbly. From that day to this, the
1201resentatives of the Queen in this

country have consistently adbiereil to
the principles of governing in accord-

1ance with the well-understood wishies
iof the people, as expressed thronigl
iParliament. In these later tumes on
the occasion of a very perplexing cri-sis mn the political aflàirs of Canda
Lord Dtiffirini well (lehned the dutv
of a Governor under tbe systein of
groverninent, that now prevails in the
Dominion.

'-My only gtiiding(, star in the conduct
and maintenance of my officiai relations
with your public mien is the Parliainent
of Canada. . . To those mien alone
wlîom the absolute wiIl of the Confeder-
atcd Parliament of the Dominion inayassigrn te me as iny responsible advisers
caxi 1 give my confidence. Whet-her
they are the licada of this party or that
nius3t be a inatter of indifferemîce to the(Jovernor-General. Se long as they aremnaintained by Parliamient in their posi-tions, go long, is lie bound to give themi
blis uuîireserved confidence, te defer tet heir advice, and loyally te assist thein
with biis counsels.'

The Union of 1841 ivas, therefore,
thie commencement of a new era in
the political history of Britishi North
America-an era during which ail
the mistakzes of the old colonial sys-

Stein were retrieved. For baîf a cen-
tury Dowvning Street bad been omini-

Ipotent, and Iiterally ' nieddled only te
inuddle ;' but with the new condition
of things, British statesmen sbewed
an anxietv in. the other direction, of
onlv exercising a nominal control
over, Canadian. affairs, and conceding
to the Canadians aIl tbose measures
wbich tlîey censidered necessary foir
the self-government of the country.
After having refused for years an
elective Legisiative Coeuncil to Loweî
Canada, the British (Jovernument
granted it without, demur to the
United Provinces. As a resuilt of the
introduction of a liberal system of
self-government, municipal institut-
tiens spread over the face of the
country, and freed the Legislature
f rom a vast amnount of parisli work,

iwhilst it stimulated the energies of
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