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PLEASANT

HOURS.

A 8oung for Every Day.
Y DORA KRYED wuoODaAl)

The weary world’'s a cheery plare
For those w,th hearts to win

‘I hank God, there's not u human fare
But has some lnughter in 1t

The soul thut comes with honent mirth,
‘Though heahth and fortune vary,

Brings back the childhood of the carth,
And keeps It sound and merry.

-

The plodding world's an cager p'ace
For those with wit to uso It |
Where aif are bidden to the race,
1ot him who dares refuse #t
The stmplest task the hand can try,
The dullest round of duty,
Knowledge can amply glorify,
And art can crown with beauty.

A hbusy, bonny, kindly place
I8 this rough world ot ours,

For those who love and work apace,
And flll thefr bearts with flowers
To kind and Jul? and grateful hearts

The pressnt grace s given
To find a heaven in themselves,
And find themselves in heaven !
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Pleasant Hours:

A PAPER FOR OUR YOUNG FOLK.
Rev. W, H. Withrow, D.D,, Editor.
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STARTLING FAUTS ON MISSIONS.
IV AlP SANDIIAM.

If each heathen man, woman or child
fn China were represented by a letter in
our English Bible, 1t would take over a
hundred Bibles to represent them, while
the Christians would be fully accounted
for by Paul’'s Epistie to the Romans.

India has over 21 milljon widows, and
10 milllons of Z:nana prisoners who can
ouly be reached by thelr own sex, and
christlan nations have sent out about
one female missinnary to every milllon.

It §s estimated that there are over 10
millions of square miles in heathien lands
on which the foot of 8 Christian mission-
ary has never trodden.

A natlon equal wo half the total popu-
lation of the United States and Canada
die apnually in heathen lands, without
God,

it for every heathen who passes into
eternity, one resident of Torento passed
away with him, 1n 48 hours there would
not de a living soul in the Queen City.

The chewlng gum bill ot the United
states 1s double the world's contributions
to misstons.

Canada spends 80 millions annually In
liquor. an average of $16 per head. She
glves balf a millon of dollars for mis-
stons, an average of 10 cents per head.

There are about 8.00C islands in the
Pacific Ocean, containing In round num-
bers 77.000.000 fnhabditants. Of these
only about 1,600,000 are even nominally
Protestant.

For every dollar the United States
gives to misslons, she spends 33 for
picklea
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1t the Sabbath-ectiool scholares gave one
cent 4 week for missions it would amount
to more than the whole Church gives
now,

Int Loudon (Eagland) School Board
cvpends i educntion in that city  $4.-
S00 040 more than all the Christian
Churches of Great Britain rnise for the
evangelization of the world. The lon-
don tax for cducation avernges $2 per
hedd The contributlons of the whole
Kingdom for the world’s salvation aver-
age 1 1-4 cents per head

Canadu's entire contribution to missions
fn a year would not pay Canada’'s liquor
bilt for four days,

The contributions of the whole world
for wmis<jons for a year would rot pay its
own liquor bill for two days.

There are 8.000,000 people in Mexlco
who never saw a Bible.

‘There are 3.000,000 of South Anerican
Indians on whom the first ray of Gospel
Hght has never dawned

It {8 computed that there are 800,000,000
in the world who have never heard the
name of Christ.

There are 140,000,000 women fin
India for whom skilled medical ald s
impossible ! What a eall for medical
missions and female doetors

Venezueln, with o nopulation of 2,100,000,
and ap area nine times as large as Eng-
land and Wales, has only one Protestant
missionary.

Bolivia, with a population of 2,300,000,
has no restdent Protestant missionary.

There 18 buriad n jewellery, gold and
silver plate and useless ornamentations,
within Christian homes, enough to build
a fleet of fifty thousand vessels, ballast
them with Bibles, and crowd them with
missionaries, build a church in every
destitute hamlet, and supply every living
soul with the Gospel within & score of
years.

The annual receipts in the saloons of
Chicago amount to more than double the
tota! sum given by the United States for
missions.

ONE SELF-DENIAL, WEEK.

The President of the Mlissfon Band in
the Brightvale church was Janife lee.
8he was not a very big president, but
she was a very good one, and you will
all agree that it {s better to be good thac
vig.

A good president of a soclety will at-
tend every meeting. if possible. If not,
she will notify the first ice-president,
and see to it that she has the programme
all nicely written out to help her in con-
ducting the meeting. Then she will al-
ways be rrompt, and help others to be
80, by be.inning In time, even if but two
or threc are present.  She will always
have a programme. and an Interesting
one at t.at.  And she will be bright and
hopeful, “ecause she will have faith in
the work and In God, the great worker.

Janle l.ee was a good president, so she
was all this.

One day Janie came to the meeting
looking very bright and very knowing.
*“I've got a splendid plan.'” she whispered
to Kitty Roberts, the treasurer ; * we'll
see what Mrs. Gray thinks of it."" Mrs.
Gray was the lady director of the band.

Mrs. Gray had a speclai gift of interest-
ifng the members of the band in some
line of work, and then making them feel
that, cotne what might, they must do
scmething to help along that very work.

At the last meeting, she had talked to
them about the Mothers' Jewels’ Home,
and had given them such a glimpse of
the sweet home-life already being lived
there, and the urgent neced of the larger
Home, that the band felt that a great deal
depended upon taeir efforts.

“But what can we do ?" sald Harry
W.ntera, We have had an entertain-
ment alreadv, and we have sent off our
mite-box moncy, and our dues are so
small.”

“Let’'s all try to think of some new
way ~vmething we've never done be-
fore.” sald Jante,

Everabidy Lked that idea, and the
band agreed to hold an extra meeting
the next neck to bring their plans to-
gether and agree upon what they would
do.

And nuw yoa are in a hurry to hear
what Janle’'s * splendid plan” was, and
sou chall hear her tell.

“Why, I heard some ladies in the cars
talking about the ‘Seif-denial Week * that
the Salvation Army soldiers all kept last
year. They =aid that a hundred thous-

and dollars came tn frem those poor peo-
ple ; and | thought we might have a little
Self-denial Week to rajse money for the
Home."

Jaunle blushed and looked around shyly.
The children did not look very enthusias-
tic. The most of them had some plan
that promised a good time, such as a (air,
or drill of some sort. but this plan
looked a little pokey. to tell the truth.

Wise Mrs Gray had each one tell his
plan, and after a good deal of thinkhig
and talking, and a very little speech
from Jante, it was declded to try her plan.

You will like to hear what Janlo said
which made everybody willing to do as
she wigshed, [ut first you must know
that Janie's widowed mother was 80 poor
‘hat she had to work hard every day to
buy tood and clothes for hersel? and her
Httle daughter. Janle was working hard,
100, to get an education, so that she
might earn a living in a pleasanter way
than her mother did, which was by tak-
ing In washing

Janfe was always neatly but plainly
dressed—more so than any of her school
friends, and 80 she sald very simply :

** T shall just love to deny myself some-
thing for the sake of those poor children !
Mamma sald she did not know what I
could give up, but I told her I wanted to
wear my old sack ene winter more, and
she says I may.” Janle aafd this with
such a look of real gladness that no one
could daubt her sincerity. ‘ And so0,”
Janiec went on, “ you see my Self-denial
Week will last all winter.”

Everybody laughed then, and Russell
Gray, who sometimes took liberties be-
cause his mother was lady director, cried
out : *“ Hurrah for Janie !"

And hew did it ail come out ? Beauti-
fully. There were thirty-three members
of the band, and all but five fell {n with
the plan.

One girl begged to wear her old hat;
another gave up a ciite little muff that
had been promised her : another &asked
to have her Christmas present (the money
it would have cost) go to the Home : and
s’ ‘1l another begged her mamma to make
ta¢ sash of her aew winter dress from
‘he goods, instead of buying the nice rib-
bon sash she had planned to buy.

The boys could not so well save on
their clothes, but they too found ways in
which to deny themselves. One little
Jover of =cod things ate peither cake,
pie nor butter for a whole week, and hlis
mother gave him a dollar for the Home;
another gave up his allowance of pocket-
money for a whole month; and still an-
other denied himself a whole hour of
after-school plav everr day for a week,
giving the hour to hard work, for which
he received fifteen cents an hour.

When the outcome of that bright,
blessed Self-dental Week all came into
the treasurv, the astonished and de-
lighted band counted up forty-three doi-
lars and sixty-two cents! “And we
never bad such a good time in all our
liveg,” said Russell, enthusiastically.
There are two sides to sclf-denial—the
side that ye look upon, and the side that
God and the holy angels see. The work
of the Brightvale Band looks very plea-
sant here : but how heavenly bright f{t
may look over there, who can tell 7 And
the spirit of self-denial did not stop with
these little folka : the big folks caught
ft too, and every good work in the Bright-
vale church prospered as never before.

And the dand—well, it {8 not running
down.

COURAGE, BOYS.

Men as well as boys may learn a lesson
from this boy's example. The power of
honest expression of just principles is
very great.

A boy who attends one of our Sunday-
schoois i{n town, went into the country
last summer to spend his holidays at a
farmhouse—a visit he had long looked
forward to with great plearsure. He
went out to help the men gather in the
barvest. One of the men was an In-
veterate swearer.

The boy, having stood it as long as he
could, said to the man. * Well, I have
made up my mind to go home to-mos-
row.”

The swearer, who had taken a great
liking to the boy. said . * I thought you
were golng to stay all the rest of the
summer."

“1 was.,” sald the boy, “ dbut I cannot
stay where ansbody swears 50 ; one of
us must go ; 1 will leave.”

The man felt the rebuke. and said -

*If you will gtay [ won’t swewr.”
kept his word,

Boys, take a bold stand for the rigbt,
throw your irflilucnce on the side of
Christ, and you will sow seed the harvest
of which you will reap both in thiy
world and that which is to come.—The
Christian Guardian.

and he §
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JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUE.
PRAYER-MEETING TOPIC.
March 29, 18S6.

The Child Jesus.—~Luke 2. 40-52.

The word Jesus means Saviour, and the
nrme was given. to his mother by the
angel before he was born.  See Matthew
1. 21.  The name you gee s significant,
and reminds us of the grand work which
Christ came into the world to accom-
plish.  Our lesson relates mainly to the
events In connection with the childhoo
of Jesus.

He was twelve years of age when he
went to the feast of the Passover.' This
grand festival was held to keep the peo-
ple in remembrance of thelr ancestors’
deliverance from Egyptian bondage,
when the first-born In every house of
tic Egyptians was slain by the angel
of death, but none died among the
Hebrews, as the door-posts were gprink-
led with bload, which was the sign given
for the angel of death to pass them over.

There were three festivals held In
Jerusalem annually, to which all the peo-
ple from every part of Palestine were to
attend. This was the first festival the
child Jesus had attended. He had at-
ta‘aed the age which required his attend-
ance. On the return journey, the parents
lost their son und were greatly perplexed.
The pcople were accustomed to travel
in companies, and his parents went
hither and thither in search, and at last
found him in the temple at Jerusalem.

He was among the doctors—a company
of learned men who were accustomed to
meet together for counsel, and give ad-
vice to those who might require it. As
Christ was only a youth, it was somewhat
remarkable to find him {n such company.
Young people cannot begin too early to
learn, and they should never be afraid to
ask questions. A wise man said that to
ask questions i3 a ready way to acquire
information. You may not always ob-
tain satisfactory answers, but do not be
afraid to ask questions ; and should you
be interrogated, always answer respect-
fully to the best of your ability.

What a remarkable answer Christ gave
to his mother’s statement respecting thetr
search for him—*" Wist ve not,” that is,
Did you not know, ** that 1 must be about
my Father's business 7* Young people at
the aze of twelve, {f not befcre, ghould
attend to spinitual things. Chilld plety
is always attractive. * Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them
not,” sald the Saviour. What business
are vou doing for your heavenly Father ?
Do you speak kind words, do you tryv to
perform kind deeds? Carry flowers to
the sick,
utmost of your ability.

After this he “ went down with them
to Nazareth” which was now thejr place
of residence, and was subject unto them,
that {s, under thelr contsol. The 52nd
verse 18 2l we know respecting the life
of Cbrist for the period of eighteen
years. His reputed father was a car-
penter, and as all the boys of Jewish
families were tzught some trade, it is &
reasonable to suppose that Christ fol-
lowed the occupation of his father.
young people should be taught zome use-
ful occupation. Satan finds something
still for idle hands to do. Many persons
who are criminals would never have be- §
come such it they had been taught some §
useful trade. :

Christ was subject unto his parents.
Do all the members of our Junior
Leagues revers or obey their parents?
Disobedlence to parents is sure to lead
to bad resuits. The young person who |
acts contrary to parental counsel will
reap a sad harvest by-and-bye. No par-
ticular mention ig made of Christ's earth. g
Iy father, but the mother I8 often named. §
Here 1t 18 said, **She pondernd these
thiags in her heart.” No doubt she was §
impressed with the fact that her son was
truly a divine person, which wouid
prompt her to care and diligence in her
treatment of him. We are sure that
he loved his mother. You remember
his care for her when he bung upan the
cross. Let this fact sink Into vour
hearts. remember your parents. Ve Wingd
to them an loog as thay liva

help those in trouble to the JN
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