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ANY biographers of the
laresent day make the

¶Drgrave mnistake of record-
inr, only the. triuniphs,

'à~ anilscrupulouslyomitting
thc failures of the mn

~, whose lives they write.
Their bio.graphies very
inuchi resemible novels, in

hchthe heroes are alway's successful.
'l'lie reader finds life different, but suppos-
in., the writer to be correct, lie concludes
thiat great and noble deeds are accomi-
1 lished only by men of extraordinary gifts,
hy geniuses, whereas those possessed of or-
diîîary qualities are bound to disgraceful
inaction or otherwise dismal failure.

If the reading of biographies gives us
suchi ideas, it can be but buLrtful. These
ideas are apt to create fatalistic notions in
aur inids, and surely do flot encourage if
they do flot actually destroy that noble ana
bition wbich should be enkindlcd in every
keart by reading the biographies of great
nmen, suchi as WVashington, Webster,
N'apoleon and many others. But if we
cxaniine even their lives, we shall sec that
they were by no rneans devoid of failures,
and that failures carefully studied to pre-
v-ent their recurrence, were by thetn maade
step)ping-stones to attain success.

One of the most instructive lessons of
this happy faculty of nmen of genius, of
being able to bend failures so as to yield
up) success, is furnished by the illustrious
"areer of that greatest of ail ancient ora-
tors, Deniosthenes. His first effort before
a popular assenably of bis countryrnen, as
history tells us, resulted in a conaplete
failure, which was the more discouraging,
as bis oration had been composed with
great care. But nothing daunted by this
disconmfiture, hie first endeavored to find
out the causes of bis insucciss, and after
they had been pointed out to hina by
friend;;, lie strenuously applicd hinaseif to
their reinoval. But when, after a long in-
lerval of careful and unsparing self-train-
ing, lie aigain presented hinascîf before his
countrymien, the power of lais genius, en-
hanred by an irresistible charun of dcliv
cry, the result of bis conscientious appli-
cation, so captivatcd their hearts, that lie
ro3se at once to tic foremost place anaongst
the miasters of oratory.

Tlîe example of Denostlienes leads us
to the consideration of another point of no
less importance, namely whetlaer genlus
alone, witlaout arduous application and
p)aitistaking îpreparation, would be of
niuch liglît to its possessor, Tlacre is no
doubt tlîat in somne of the arts, whete
technical knowledge is of mainor import-
ance and easily acquired, granad aclaieve-
ments are recorded by inen of enîinent
gifts, xviio were not possessed of îaauch
preparatory training. Thus Hoaaaer, aniong
tlae ancients, witlîout exaniffle to follow or
rule to guide hlmii, soared to the very pin-
nctcle of poetic fanie. Wliereas Slaakes-
peare, with. a scanty education, his classical.
lore consisting of Ila little Latin and less
Greek,," stands pre-cininent aniong the
dramatic writers of ail ages. But exaniples
like these are exceptional. The lives of
great men teach us tlaat generally even
genius is compelled to apply itself with
ardor and lierseverance to the naastery of
technical details belore great works can be
acconaplislaed. This is so truc, that a
nmodern artist hias defined genius as in-
finite patience, or rather as the power of
taking pains. This definition at first sight
seerns sonaewhat paradoxical, nor is it in-
tended to be taken in a itteral. sense. But
its autlîor intends rather to etaiphasize the
fact, that genius wvitlaout, strenuous and
painstaking application,will generally niake
use its high powers -pofl vain and fruitlcss
efforts. 0f the studious habits of nien of
energctic pursuits history furnishes us in-
nunierable examiples. Thus Napoleon, the
greatest of maodern warriors, iii the midst of
lais niarvellous canapaigns, wvould seldom al-
low binascîf niore than two hours of sleep,
and Gencral Grant, his distiniz«uished rival
in the new world, exbibited such an un-
rernitting zeal, and such tenacity of pur-
pose in the intricate performance of lais
duties, tlaat soîaae envious critics have at-
tributed tbe success of bis wonderl*ul
achievenients, rather to bis indonitable
powver of will, than to any high intellectual
gifts. But the better judgnîent of a grate-
fol nation, based on tlae unaninaous testi-
niony of the other great leaders of that
naenaorable war, bas place.d the iminortal
laurcîs on its laero's brow, and raiscd bina
on an cquality with tbe wvorld's greatest
leaders in wvar, a verdict wvhich posterity
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