
F_ là I I II I '

THE OMU.

tions haci been miace to entertain
themn. However it is thought pro-
bable that the excursion lias n<t
been aitogrether abandoniied, but wvill
be held iin july 1899.

Comiplints have recently been
heard frorn certain quartcrs because
of the fact that the Hioly Father has
trieci to miediate between the United
States and Spain. The people who
niake these conîplaints - hav-e not
enough humnanity in their natures
to sec that it is the cluty of every
truc Christian to do ail hie can to
prevent the dreadfui bloodshed
which war occasions. But if they
were to refer to facts of histoi'y they
would lind that the Popes have more
than once acted as arbiters, betwcen
Caiho1ic and Protestant nations, and
their judgrnents have neyer been
objected to as unjust no mai;tter which
nation benefited hy the decision.

The followingr figrures wvhich aire
taken fromi the Ga/iwlic !Vcws
should serve as an inviting mnorse] to
soine of those writers wvliose original
views on the"' Decay of Romie are
so often brought before the public.
Notwvithistanding ail the difficulties
with which she lias hiad to, contend,
the Catlîolic Cliurch stili retains lier
noble qualities, not the least inîpor-
tant of wvhich is lier catkolicit.v.
This table gives thc numnber -of
Cathiolics for cacb cenitury siîîce the
advent of Christianity:

First ....... ..
Second.... .....

Third ...........
Fourth ..........
Fifth .... ......

Ninth.....
Tentli............

'No. orC;Lthoiics.

Z500,000
2,000,000
5,000,00

10,000,000
15,000,000
20,000,000
25,0,0
3,000,000

40,UO0,00
56,00D,000

Cent ury.

Eleveîtb.
Twvelfth.
Thirteeiith .
Fourt-eentli.
Fifteenth.
Sixteeîîth.
Seventeenth.
NEighteenth..

No. of Cathlis.

70,000,000
... oo,ooo00

85,000,00<)
... 90,000,000

*. . 100,000,000
.125,000,000

... 85,o00,oo0
1..250,000,000
S----280,000,000

The advocates of goclless schools
slî<uld ponder over'the wvords of
Mr. Sceley ini the Educalional
Rcvizo. The writcr places the
nunîber of Protestant children in
thîe United States as over i9,ooo,-
ooo, while the nuinber wvho attend
the S1unday-schools is only io,89o,-
092, or about onîe hlf the total. Mr.
Seeley continues thus: '«The nican-
îng of these figures is sinîply over-
wlîeliîg. M\'ore tlian one-haif of
the cliildren in tlîis Christian land
receive pra-,ctic,-lly no rehigious in-
struction ! For but few parents whio
fail to send their clîildrcn to Suniday-
sclîools are careful about the rel-
iglous training of tlîeir childtren iin
the honme. Even tlîis feature does
not show ail of thîe truth. It seenîs
to admnit that the fifty per cent who
attenîd Sunda.y-sclîool are receiving
proper religious inîstruction: but
cvery one knows tlîat tlîis cannot be
gYranted. \Vith less than one hour
instruction per week, with irregrular
attendance, with kick of study on
the part of the children, arid with so
miany unitra-,inied teachiers, is àt any
wonder tlîat even anîongr those wvho
attend Sunday-school, thiere is stili a
woeful ignorance of the Bible ?

\Ve often hcear it said, especially
by those w~ho arc strangers to, the
perfection of the Englishi tongue,
tlîait the ordinary idleais'of phiilosophy
canniot bcecxpressed ini the îîglish
language. However it is a grievous
faiiacy to assert thiat: our langcuage is
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