~

6
e

S

T iﬁi‘iﬁ.'_._

...

tough, that it is frequently employed i licu of iron
10 mako the screws of cotton presses); together with
iron-wood, hickory, and many other woods admirably
adapted for the lathe. Tno sugar-maplo 13 also very
valuable. An auger holo being bured in i3 trunk, in
the spring of the yoar, a small spout is insorted, and
the liquor, which is eubseyuently evaporated to a con.
sistency, 18 cauglt in- a vessel.

“ A single tiev has been known to yicld one hun-
dred and fifty pounds of sugar: tho uvorage daily
produce being from threo to faur or six pounds. 1
found its flavour very pleasant, but do not think it s
nearly so sweot as the common sugar,

* Humboldt's prediction, that carriages would pass
from Washington to the city of Mexico, has beon
verifiad,

* North Americana have, in their convenient and
J:ght Dearborn or Jersay Wagons, repeatedly pasted
mto the wtertor of Mexico from tho Usited States.
Roads aro very easily made through Texay, agthe
country s enther flat or gently undulanng.

“ To clear away the wood costs little troudle; and
.although the tivers cre numerous, being gencrally
narrow and decp, they oppose no obstacles but such
as can be casily surmounted.

“Tha fact that Mr. Couc, an enterprising French-
man, with about forty otliera, nearly all lus country-
men, pissed throngh Texas, with severallarge wagons
laden with goods, in June, 15286, i3 the best proof of
the facility with which every diticulyy, sucir as those
which are usually met with in a new country, 13 here
overcome. The Dearborn or Jersey wagon, just men.
tioned, 19 aduurably calculated to jrainey thro.sh
countries where nivers ar other natural impediments
may render it nccessary that each part be speedity re-
daced to a emall size or weight, so as to bs rendered
portable, and taken to pieces wath the greatust case,
and a raft formed of a few trunks, or tho larget
branchos of treeg. which sutlive to convey it across
the nivers, or tie whole is progressncely passed by
hand over any other obstacle.

Thosoe who have settled in Texas a few months,

_ 1eally enjoy more comlssta (and these, m addition to
the oppustunity of seshiang a handsome property)
than any peassatey winb which Yam acquanied. Que
act of Lherahty and hospitahity, which i3 constantly
pracused by all hus neghbonrstonards a new comer,
whose character s found unexceptionable, would do
honour to the most lughly civilised people.  They all
assemble at the spot which he liaa fixed upoen for his
resndence. with their axes and dranght oxen, fell the
tunber, and busld for hum hs log-house.  This gene~
rully consints of three apartments, one fur steepmy,
another for eating, both closed in all round, winte 1n
the centre, which is left open on both sudey, lie heeps
tus saddles and touls, and tzkes hio meals dusing the
Lot weather.

¢ The kitchien (also a log hut) 15 usually scperated
from the house, and 50 .8 also the s.nuke house, where
the meat is smoked and kept.

¢ The log-house 13 by no mcans an inconvement

* resdence; indeed, samo of themw are roomy, veat,
and durable, very strong, and well calculated to atlord
protoction from every inclemency of the weather.

¢¢ ‘The wild aninals to be et with 1a Texae, ars

" the Luffulo, or the bison, known ia this country as the
honassug, whicl enters Texas from the north i vast
heeds duning the winter; the paniher, leopard, bear,
otter, beaver, antalope, deer, racoon, black fox, &c.
Tarkies abound : thers are two species of the par-
tndges swans ofien arnve m great munbers, tagether
with imurenso flocks of wild ducks and geese. The
Besh of the buiulo, eepecially its hump, is excellent,
and generally prized far above beef'; the bear's ham
malsy considered a great dehicacy.

** But by far tho most interesting animal is the wild

" horee fiom Barbary, which the Arab traneplantedinto
$pain, passing from thence to the New World, and

" being turncd lose by the fisst European settlers, it has

peopled the rich plains of Texas with droves innumers
able. Tho mustang, or wild hiorae, is not often large
or heavy, but shows blood; it is well made, harly,
active, and if caught young, very docilo, although
whenever an opportunny ofiers, st is apt to rejam s
wild brethren.  Tho prebald, light brown, cheanut,
and dun colours prevail.

¢ Their defect is the tendernoss of the hoof, which
is too frequently to be niet with amungst thom, as
they aro bred on soft ground; wheioas, thioaghout
Maxico, those which aro rearod on a hanl rocky woil,
have a soldity of houf which rendera shoee unneces-
sary cven to the fute feet; the hind feet are seldom
shod.  Tho mode of catching thewm is similur to that
by which wild elephants are caught in India.

** A space sulliciently large to contamn a drove is
enclosed with stahey, trunks, and branches of trees:
the eatrance is narrow, but gradually widens out-
wards, and a herd is driven, or decoyed nto it by u
horse trainod for the purpose. ! huvo acen instances
of attachment, on the partul a young colt thus caught,
to a careful master, far stronger tinan any that f eves
befora witnessed in a horsc.

** The country of the Comanches is the mountain-
ous district of San Yaba, which they cross both in
the spring ard avtumn, and where they depos t theis
families occasionally during their lung expeditions.
These Indians generally kill the buflalo with their
bow and arrow, theie lorses being trained to carry
them close to ity and on its right side. Sometimnes
they pursno and, with a shazp ron (crescent shaped)
ras=ang us left tlank, sever the liam strag of the nght
leg, when the animal falls away from the horse; they
sometines almost shout ot with the rifle, The scent
of the bufiulo i3, however, s0 acute, that 1t can be
only approached from the leeward'side; it i3 timid til)
wounded, but then its impetuosity is irresistible, and
its attacks are repeated until it 1alls.  Being bath ac.
tive, and from its vast bulk very powetful, the charge
of an ofd bull is described as tremendous, The long
shaggy hair which coversits heud and breast, gives it
a ternfic appearance, and it rushes headlong at what-
cier it perceives (ufter tho smoke of the rifle), Llow-
ing and snorting with astomishing loudness.

** Should it discover and throw down its antagonist,
.t gores, and tramples upon him vnuil (if desperately
wounded) it falls dead by s side.  Tho horns of the
huilalo ara short, but very sharp pointed, although
thick at thobase. Being very hard and black, they
ate hnghly prized for cups and other purposes. hs
flesh when fat, 18 excellent, especinlly the hump; the
sking, covered with an excessitely thick hair, nearly
approaching to woul, are much used in the northern
patt of the Unned States,moze espacially asa wrapper
upon travelling 1 the sledges or s!2:ghs over the ice
or snow. Thelndians give a softucss and pliability to
theze skins greater than that of the buck or even.doe-
skin of Eutope. The following is, I bel.cve, tho pro-
cess adopted. After tanning with swmac and bask,
the skin 18 stretched over a hole in the casth and
smoked; the brains of the animal and alum are also
rubbed mto it.  It1s subsequently pamted in cheques,
diamonds, and similar figures, the colours being very
durable.

The first person who took effectual measures to carry
into cflect extersive schenies of colonization in Texas
on their own private account, was Mr. Austin, an in-
habutant of Lowsiana; and after he had traversed
thiy vast country near the coast, he fised on the spot
betwoon the rivets Brazos and Colorado, where he
obiaimned a very extensive grant from the Spanish go-

vermment. Embarrassments, owing to the failore of
a largo proportion of the banks of the Western States,
tagether with the revolution, prevented h:s reaping the
fruits of lus exertions.

Hus eldest son, Stepen Fuller Austin, succeeded to
the clanug, and to the indefatigable and enterprising
spirit of his father, who died about the year 1820 or

Congress the recognition of the grant; and though

inundations,which there was no reason to anticipate,

aave twice done serious injury to tho infant colony,
he has the merit of having succecded m peopling »
wilderness, and providing a nunber of mdustrinus fa-
milies with an omple subsistance, u3 well 83 the
means ol acquiring not ouly comforts, tut wealth,

** The only persuns who have examined the countsy,
or indeed, it may slnost be said, have visited it, ex-
cept momuntanly, ate sottlers from the United Stater,
Su very consderablo a proportion of the population
of the adjacent districts has flowed into Texas from
the United Statee, that thero are now at lesrt ton imes
ag any inhabitantsas there wery only four years ago.
Indecd, from the neighbouaring terntory {Arkunsax)
alune, #9 vne of s most respoctable land proprictord
assured e, 16,000 out of 46,000 parrons huve quitted
it in order to establish hemeclvas there. Along a
vory considorablo part of the ‘ond that leads from
Nuchitoches to San-Antonia de Beaar, better lodging
awl provisions ate obtamed, 1n groater abundauoe,
and st a lower price, than on many of the principal
=oads in Spawm.  The hospitality of all is inest meri-
torioue, and the usual price of cach meal (which con-
s13t9 almost mvanably of pock, egge, bacon, butter,
maize cakes, hot coflce, and somesinnes venisun and
other meats), is only une shitling.  Thia country
might casily absorh the whole of (he surplus popula-
ton of Great Britain, a nucleous bewny forined by the
settlemont of about one hundred mdustrions agricultu-
siste, who, afior the first year, might supply grain for
at least ten timos their own number. Catile, and
more cspecially igs, will increase nost rapidly, al-
most withoutany care or trouble, in the woods. Thus
each successive year would, by aflurding increased
sustenancd, allow.tho number of sottlers to be tripled,
at the leust,

“ Nature has evidently given to Texas commercial
advaatages, which she bas dented to alinust every
other part of Mexico; indeed, few countrien,if any one,
aro moré favourably situated fur carrying on an ex-
tensive and Iucrative foreign and domestic trafiic.

* The principal export doubiless wi'l be cotton,
which grous 1 tho greatest abundance,and igin quul-
ity infenior orly to that of tho Seca Islanda.  As the
capitul employed in raising it is very inconsiderabdle,
the Texas-colonist will be able to undersoll evory comrs
pettorin fororgn markets,  His healthy lands, colti-
vated by free and cheap labour, cost tum comparative-
Iy nothing; whilst the North Amerncan and West Indian
requre nn interest on a large sum cmployed in the
purchase of property and slaves, subject to many
connngcnmcs.

*¢ Pot and peatl ashies will be oblained in clearing
the lands,

Texas will supply the West India Islands with
timber, valted provisians, flonr, and whatover else
they now requiro from the United States, st leaat
equal 10 quality, ond at a Jower price, than they can
be obtnined fiom thence,  Mules and horaes will also
be exported to Cuba and the Antilles.  Tha southern
parts of the Unsed States are alrcady supplied from
thence, and from Coahuila, with both; but marn es.
pecially the tormer, which aro sometimes embarked
at the Brazes, de Santinge, close 1o the mouth of tho
tiver Bra ‘o dol Norte, but more gerornlly conveyed
by land.  Itis thought that Texas may prove well
suited for tha grewth of the merinn wnol, both oa
account of the climate, and the extent of uacultivated
land, over which they may he allowed 1o grazo st
hberty. The North Americans have exported wool
from Coahuilla, but I have been informed, that altho”
the staple is long, it is by no means fine, and thero i3
a borrin it, which it requires much trouble to extract.
The latter disadvantage will not be met with in Texas,
except possibly among the mountains of San Saba, for
{ have observed throughout Mexico, that wherevar
the land isarid, burrs and thorny plants of ¢very de-
script.on abound; although wherever water is abund-
ant, they aro scarcely to be found.

*« Swamps, stagnant water, and a rank vegetation,
together with the disorders arising from marsh miaz-
wata, render, a large proportion of the southern parts
of the Umited Statep little better than a sickly duscrt.

A circumstance that I have nowhore else observed
increaaes the wundations, which are the real causes of
thesa evils, to & tery great extent. Tho ground 19 vo
level, that not only do the more cousiderable rivers
averflow, but by their reflux intd tho smaller tributary
strcamne, produce the same effect on both sules 1o a
vervy considerable distance. Tlus | remarked moro
patticularly when ascending the Red Riner. A cur-
rosit frowt the Mississippr ran up it, not much less than
ong hundred miles. Nearly all the rivers of Texas,
on tho other hand, ate ¢ encaisses,”” and cxcept near
their months, seldom, if ever, produce nundations
prejudicial either to property orhealth. Neverthcloss,
during the rainy scason, there is a2 sufficient riso in

21, In 1523, he obtaimed from the first Independent |
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the nivers of Tuxas to vendar even the emaller
branches navigabic, and afford opportunities of con.
veying the praduce of the interioc by water carrisge
to the coast.”



