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Lavirs axn GrXTLINRX—

Wera T hera 1o diechiargn o debt of gratitude to a fondly-loved Alma
M tor—were | nno of the privileged band whose members from time to
timo have jesued forth from the portals of yon Academic Halls, men.
tally simedd for the battlo of life, I should esteem myeelf doubly qualificd
for the duty [ am about to perform-—animating tnemorien of gencroun
* tivalrien in the common purettit of Inasning would nwaken every energy,
kindle the imagination, and £l the heart with foeling to vivify thou;x!n.
l‘ No auch memoriea are mine,  Not tho less, however, do | nvmnnllmc
iy with the olject that engagea your Altention—not l‘hc lera do I ptire the
+ geninl Eght of lesming, in whatever degree it visita me, _lhnl brightens
on my path,  In addresning you on this intereating occasion, I feel my-
" aelf possessed but of one qualification in any measurable degree—it is
tho love of knowledge which glows in my heart as fervidly as tho love
of exiatenco jtaclf.  With the viewa I enter'ain of true learning, and of
clfectively combined mental and moral teaining, 1 cannot deem the
position of cducated men other than ono of lofRy and precious privilege;
for to have laid broad and deep the foundati- ns of & libiers) cducation,
to havo become converaant vith thosa incta and principles which con.
stituto real leamnings snd to bo endowed with various mental pawers
thotoughly trained to clansify and rearon upon thoso facts, and juatly to
apply thoso principles to the rerious pursuits of human life, must be
advantages of incalculable valus, My addrees to you will bo an attempt-
, ed illusteation of those l'ru!l'u by d'encumi'nmm-o.r_a‘ the pleasure, tho power
- o UisdiaeshBiE  everbe dho great puzpose of Jife.  Truth, justico
and duty aro slona worthy aime.  Holiness not happiness fits man for
his deatiny in a brighter world s and holiness is the right exerciro of all
tho powers of tho soul uniler the guidanco of rightcous motizes, Yot
liatl it pleaned the Benevolent Crentor to endow us with large capacity
. for enjoyment on earth, and to administer to its cravings by & profusion

, ofobjects productive of ploasurablo emotion,  Of thess sources of carthl
happinecas there are none o0 pureand abiding as thoso of a tichly-stored,
highty-lisciplined intclleet. ~ Wealth apart from its national and chari-
tablo appropiation is but a sondid possession, incapable of mecting the
demnands of the nobler facultics of man’s more exslted nature ; rarely
identified with tho objects which summon to action the capacitics that
connect intelligent beings with the infinite and cternal; and is as pre-
carious in its tenure, as, whon loved for itn own sake, it i ignoble in its
influence.  Physical health and strength with their boisterous accom-
paniment of gushing anima) spirits, may disport themaclves with hilae-
- ous encrgy, and glory in oxemption from pain and decrepitude ; but
the unheralded arsaults of accident and the cxactions of toil, tho ravages
of discase and the irceaistible approaches of age bring down tho atateliest
furm, cause the kecpers of tho house to tremble, and the strong men to
bow themselvos. Tho festive cnjoyinents of conivinl lifs aro nlways
grovelling, unlesa redeemed by circumstances of an inteollectual or benec-
volent nature not at all esscntial to the featal gathering; and oven then
to o productivo of plensurc must ho apaningly distributed among tho
. saber and earnest pursuits of mortal life. The sacred amenities of do-
mestic bliss, with the whole train of endeaning social friendships, blessed
gladdences of sorrow-worn hearts, may be weakened Ly protracted sepa-
'| ratlons, marred by evil passions or rent to fragments hy the unsparing
1 hand of death. But J:o grotifications drawn from the inexhaustible
sources of knowledgo are of a higher character than thesc—they flow in
upon the divinity that is within us from the infinities and cternitien
which encircle us in every direction ; they float the souls of men far up
abovo ti1o lovel of the animal, the perishing and tho base ; they wake to
cestacy the wondering heart: they purify and cxpand the understand-
ing; they £ill the imagination with gorgcous imagery of grandeur, glory
and magnificenco; they peaple the memory with moving recollcctions
of the prophetic past; and under tho renow ng power of that mighty
Spirit who “ creates anew in Christ Jesus,” they bear onwand to the
throne of God, preparing the rapt lenrner for lus transcendant inheritanco
of joy throughout thu measureless cycles and successive dispensations
of endless duration,
Young Ladics and Gentlemen,~—In various
tifications of Literaturs and Scienco are within your reach : yours isan
enviable lot! Education is_anointing tho eyes of your mental vision,
and uttering her imperative Ephphatha in tho cars of your once slumber-
ing faculties—ncw worlds are revealing themselves to you—thrilling
symphonies and primeval harmontes, the swelling echoes of Creation's
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degrees the sublime gra.

matin song roll their cadences over your tremulous hearta l.-_ngmgc,
the vocal srinbol of thought, the wondrous medium through which man
influcncer man—the lnlcqm-tcr of emotion, the instrument of the .(Iulm,
and tho Poct, tho Historian and the Philocapher—tho great highwa

upon which the minds of fardistant renturies teasel, snd upon which
thore of widely ecparated climes do meet end interchsngo grectings—
Language hiath unfolded 10 you its Jaws, its mysterics and ita triumphs,

Under the leading of Mental 8cienco you are brought within the
dread precinets of your awn being 3 you pass the threshold and outer
court of material organization and enter the Temple of ('Bod. Thernyon
behiold the altar of fecling upon which blaxes parsion s unquenchable
fiamme.  There glow the golden lamps of intellect, throwing r.hccgyrml
light sround the many-chambered galletien of the finagination. Thete,
100, is the inner sanctuary of the conscienca whero ought to bo enshrined
the sacred Oracles, ansvell as the mementos of & spiritual exodus.  Nor
aro niinistrant spirita wanting—now of evil, now of good=now to purify,
now to pollute. )

(leography untolls at your feet tho splendid Panorama of all the king-
doms of the world and all the glory thercof—vast continents, vaster
ocesns, gleaming inles, glittering mountaing, paes bofore youe cycr—
great laken and mighty rivers diversify the acene.  Orange groves, olive
Ranlena and purple sincyands interminglo with venlant meadows and
waving corti ficlds, ‘Terrible descrtr of bumning sand contrast with awful
desests of eternal iee.  The lion roareth for his )rc{. .
pent glides through the ruatling foilage of tropical fureste. Tho wild
gotello bounds with flying feet over the far-stretching plain,  The pon-
dercus elephant ahakes the carth beneath hintread.  ‘Tho eattle are upon
a thousand hills or lio down in green pastures, or low beside tho atill
waters,  Life is everywhere in the waves of" the air, in t!w wn\'rn'ol'lhe
#ca, on overy dust atom that risos on the wings of the wind. Ships are
skimming tho waters « like a thing of life,” or plowing ficreely through

the created billow, sped onward by the &ee Jewon that pussexdes them,
Ultton of emattlad .‘::3. ur.un-bgrm hrick, of enduring mathle pass in

bewildering procession.  Greelan porticos and pillars, Byzantine domes,
Porvelain towers with myriad chimen, snd Gothic spircs and arches al-
ternate with mud hovels, anow cabins and bark tente.  Tho clatter and
whitl of tho steam-mill blend with the noise of the tinging anvil, and
busy dockyard. Men of all climes and colors como and go—clad in
silks or in the finest fabrics of the losm—clad in tho skins of wild beasts
or unclad, roaming in unreclaimed ferocity through ancient forests.
L,anguages which flow in upon the brain like the gliding of a gentle
rivulet, without impediment, withoul a ripple~au unccasing current of
soft vowels, and langusges which sound like a rush of rocks—all con-
sonants, comminglo with thosa that are as flexilile ax the tendsils of
climbing plant, or as uncohcsivo as nrope of sand. Al this picturcsquo
vision of sights and sounds sweeps past you at the Lidding of mental
cultivation.

The reconilite secrets of which History is the custodian aroe given up
to your inapection. In the spacious halls in which she treasurers up
the monuments of perished peoples, of fallen cipires and of ancient
urts, beneath tho wand of mental cultivation, the fading inemories of
carlicr mcea kindle into life.  Phantcms of far-gone times, and far-dis-
tant places start into being as you gaze, Buried citics rear their pros.
trate walls, and cxhumo their scpulchred dead. Forgotten dynastics
rovive, and reconstruct their thrones, their palaces, their pyromids, their
temples.  Ancient Warriors lead forth countless armics 1o tie shock of
battles; and Marathon and Cannte, Pharsalia and Chalons redden agsin
with human blood; while bluzing citics, desoloted countries, vanquished
captives fainting Leneath the yoke, and whitening bones cleancd by the
vulturo’s beak discloso the horrors of former days, Ancient Sages look
out upon Chrldean akics, vainly attempting to decipher the deerces of
Fate wrilten by the gorgeous constellations thot stud those cloudiess
heavens, clad in priestly robes they Jpuint their hidden lore in sacred
symbols on the temples of Delus and Ninevch, or they walk the Academic
groves amid the wonder and reverence of Athenian youth, Ancient
Pocts recito in burning verso the marvols of the heroic age.  Ancicat
Orators wicld at will the ficrce democratic of Greeco and Rome.

The scences rapidly change; from the Nile to the Euphrates, front the
Jondan to tho Tiber, from the Rhine to tho Danube, from the Rhone
and the 8eine to the Thames and tho Boyne, the Ganges and the 8t
Lawrence.

The actors rapidly change—now it is tho first human pair wending
from Eden_their solitary way—and now it ie the Second great Father
of mankind descending from the lofty"peaks of Ararat—now it is Ninus
building a city—now it is Alexander conquering a world.

The mighty empires that have in turn held lordedip over the fairest
portions of tho earth, alternately excite your admiration, your sympathy
and your hatred.  You draw nearer 10 catch a glimpse of the hidden

principles and influences which have succeasively changed the face of
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