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flarrow window of the cou, feUl upon the led of
the patient.p

At intervals a warm ray mixed itseif with the
dead tints whicb ieadened the skuil of tbev
Syrisn-s-round bis discoloured lips, sornethiug
tike a bitter sinile seorned at tirnes to lie plsying,
under the soft and silky tufts of lis black
moustache.

The same ray faling upon the liroad face of
the bonest inonk deepened its vormilion. Hisa
rosary lay coiied arouud lis crossed kuees, aud
bis whole aspect betokened a state of beatitude
and ponceful sleep.

Suddeuiy the eyoiids of the Syrian, wbicb, upc
to thon, lad appesred to lie completely soldered,c
hlai opened by a slow and uearly imperceptible
movemet; but you could scsrcely recognize theN
piercing ongle oye of Mabroud-el-Reis-tlie
furtive look that le cast arouud hlm was weak i
and atmost extinguisbed.1

Malimoud did nothing liy balves-the dose of
poison that lie lad takea lad not oly produced
thc appearauce of sickness, it lad reudered bini1
seriousty ill.

The most skilful lenci in the world that migît
have boen caloed in te examine bim, would lave
pronouncod bis life in danger.

1It wns the first turne that Mabmoud lad opened
bis eyes since bis arrivai ut the aliliy of Saint-
Mlartin;hors-les-Murs-liis swoou lad lasted

sovemal boums, and at the moment tbat bis senses
seorned to lie mturning, eue wouid bave ssid that
lie bad scarcety a lireatb of life within lim. t
was somtime before hie could distinguisb the
objects tînt surrounded hlm.

IlAmn I blind VI tliought le, while a vague feel-
ing of fear was depicted ou bis features, "lor is it
dark niglit 7"

Ho tried to maise bis baud to psss it over bis
nyns, but it remained paralyzed liy lis side.

IlThe dose was too strong," thougît le again.
lie bowever, made no attempt to eaul for aid.
Some more minutes pnssed, wben lus siglit began
by degrees to improve, and lie feit tînt bis limîs
Wore slowly returning te, life.

Ail at once lie perceived the rubicund face o1
the mouk resting on bis pillow. Mslixoud wss
ne longer thinking of bis own condition-the
theuglit of bis taskbhad returned te hlm;i ho made
au effort te, sit Up and place bis face near to tbat
of the good rnonk.

In this position hie exarned him long and at-
tentively, le kuit bis brows, sbook bis bond and
nurmured-

IlI shalllie able to make notling of lim, for
le las no passions."

Scarcely lad bis intelligence returued than lie(
found himself possessed of its full stregth-be(
was able, at one glance, to discover the seul of
the monlc tbrough its thick covering, sud ho camei
te the conclusion that bis mnd was weaker tIa
lis body, sud ho allowed him te vegetate in bisi
apathetic sloep.

Mahmoud turned ou lis pillow sud closed bis
eyes-tbe exertion tInt le lad made lad ex-
liausted lin. Great drops of perspiration broke4
eut upon bis forebead, andIno quickly feil sleep,i
everwbelmed wi4b fatigue.

The good nuonk, on the coutmnry, woke Up.
hnviug lino disturlied liy sorne confused noises1
in isdream, stood upon bis legs and made a
gmat sigu of the cross, rnutteriug te himself- 1

" Lord Jesus!1 bath uot the dead man moved ?1"
Blis tremlinig baud vaiuly sougît bis rosary

wicli lad slipped upon thc floor.
Ilis teetb chatterod and the shades of eveuing

seorned te hin fuit of plauteins. Ho bad net
tine, h&wever, te die of frigît, for lie beard the
noise, of voices sud stops in the adj oiniiflg galiery.

The door of the coui opened, sud prier Ausoin
made bis appearance witli a veiled womau.

IlThis is fatigue enough fer to-day, my brother,"
said the prier. " Go and seek the repose tînt
yeu bave earned."1

.Thc mouk, insto&d of obeying, imxediately
iotiuued bis search for bis rosary.

"lGo t"1 repeated the prier.
"lBave 411 starnmered tIe poor monk,"99cern-

nlitted auy sin of idieness, Mny father? I lave
been overceme in spite of mysef in the nildst of
mIy orisons; aud it appeared to me, on my waking,
tbat the deceased lad moyed.».

IlThe doceased 11" exclaimed, in one voice, the
prior and the vciled womau.

At the same time the prior seized Mabmoud's
wrist and foît bis pulse.

tg Go! my brotlier," said bie for tbe third time,
ci and sin no more."l

The monk baving found bis rosary, now took
bis departure.

dIs lie dead V' asked the veiled woman, wvith
anxiety, timidly approaching the coucli.

diHis pulse lents feebly," replied the old man,
tbut there is stili life!'

They were alonc-they could hear the sounds
of the mouk's stops dying away in the distant
corridors.

Prior Anselmn took the band of the veiled
woman and led ber to the only seat in tlie colt.

"Yes! My well-bloi daughter," said lie as
if resuming an interru ed conversation, "h
king appeared in answer to the citation of our
Churcli, and I assisted for our lord the abbot,
who was absent at the first sitting of the council.
The king bore liumself like a Chiristian."

ilMay God lie witb him," said the veiled
woman in a voico tromliling witb emotion.

ciThe council bave as yot decided notliing,"
continned the old man; "lbut it is easy to bce
seen that the decision will lie in your favour. You
witl bave juqtice donc you, my dear chitd - you
wîil be qucen of France."

Ingeburge raised lier veil, sliowing tliat ber
licautiful face was liathed in tours.

IlQueen ot' France," mîîrmured she, ilSay
rather the wife of the king; 1 do not desire a
place on the tlironc, but to be by the sidc of
Phillip Augustus."l1

The prior smulcd whule contemplating the depthi
of that love, wbicb no outrage could kilt, or even
weukcn.

"lRemember, my daugliter, that you bave su-
licited the favor of attending on our poor patients.
Lt is ciglit days since 1 promisod my consent. 1
bave ncgtected my promise titI this evoning,
wben, on entering the couvent, I learut tbiat a
patient had kuocked at our doors sud demanded
admission, iu the name of the king."

&'In the name of the king!1" repcnted Iuge-
burge.

IlAud I said to myself,' continued tlie prior,
"tthis shallibe the first patient conflded to thle
care of the queen'1

dHAPTEa Il.

Mhamoud's coîl was now plungod into complete
oliscurity. The oye, accustomed te durknoss,
could only jnst distinguisb a white froin knoeling
on a prie-dieu.

A weak sigh came froin the lied of the patient,
and before qucen Ingeburge lsd time to beave bier
praying position, Mabmoud rsised bis voice and
ssid-

IlArn I alone?"l
Ho thouglit ho was dreaming, wben, instead

of the voice of the oid mouk, lie heard thc sweet-
est and most molodious voico lie bad over beard
iu bis wboie life.

Ho thougit lie was dreamaing wbon that
cbarmiug voice, out of the darknoss, roplied to
him-

ciYou are not alone, my brother. Tbero is
some one watehing over you, and praying for
you.il

Mabmoud foît as thougli some beneficont
emotion was suddouly warming bis lireast.

leIf I was a tbousand beagues froin bore,"
thougît ho, I"in the bloomiug and odorous
forests, where roses spring up froin the dry lieds
of the torrent, I sbould say that I had heard the
voice of Dilab 1t"

Ho rose this turne witbout effort; for bis sîeep
bsd driven sway the fever.

lus eyes made vain efforts to pierco the dark-
ness wbicb separated hirn from that angelie
voice.

ilWhere are you ? Il aked hie.
There was no reply, but ho could bear the

noise of the flint strikiug sgaiust the steel, one
or two sparks only were emitted, for it was evid-
entiy a novice with uuprsctised bauds, wlio was
trying te strike a light.

siQive il met" said Mahmoud, cimy breaat
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barns. I arn thirsty-and I think I should be
relieved if I could see a little light."1

What be desitred was to see bis unknown coin-
panion; for ho wuamoang those who cannot
distract themselves long froin their object, and
lie liad told Amaury that morning, that if there
were ffien about the queen lie would ask a day,
but if onty a woman, lie would ask but an hour.

Mussulmen know the tradition of our mother
Eve-of the apple and the serpent-and Usey
are stili more severe in their judgments on Womnen
than we are.

1qabmoud held out bis band irn the dark, a liglit
step glided over the floor of tite ceti, and a sinall
soft liandMouched the fingers of the Syrian.

Mahmoud wished to, press the niait liand
lietween bis own, but it quickly escaped him,
and lie retained only tbe flint and steel. Some
minutes after the lamp was ligbted: and Mab-
moud belield a womnan clotlied in white, ber face
liidden liy a veil, but showing a young and
graceful figure.

Through lier vcil Ingeburge could perceive
tliat tlie supposed dead mnan, bad suddenly lie-
corne a galvanized corpse, and was fixing upon
lier lis bilack eyes,'which sparkled tike diamonds.

She was frightened, and yet something atfirst
attracted lier towards that strange man, so0
difforent from those see ad seen each day amne
lier arrivai in France, and also from those she
remembered to, bave seen in ber dear country in
the North.

She took a pliai from tlie table and poured
its contents into a cup wliicb stood near the
paticnt's piilow.

Ho rcfused thie drink with an air of impatience.
"Water," said bl Il some pure cold water."

ciTbis is a remedy," said the queon.
Malimoud continued to regard ber witb ardent

eyes ; the returning fever giving tbem additienal
liriglitness.

'&How long is it," said. Mahmoud "lsinon tbe
Cliristian maiclens bave adopted the custom of
nasteru slaves, in hldlug their faces ?"1

"iDrink, my brother," said Ingeburge, insteacI
of replyiag to bis question.

Malimoud put forth, bis band, but it fell again
by lis side.

To be continued.

NO MAN'S LAND.
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CHÂPTER HI.

That eveulixg Maurioe's father begau upon birn
about the 1'powney;'1 sbe was 1'growing too old
for the bavin trade; and yf rnid get me another
in no tume, Maurice, if ye were the boy ye was,
and had a mmud to't. There's a stag of prime,
to be fouud most niglits now by the Squab-hol-
low, and I'd acome round witb the powney for
to carry on lim wbuom.'

Perugino makes bis arcb-tempter in the Vati-
cau fresco a very reverend old mnan. His was a
sbrewder guess at buman nature tlian the usual
form given to, that wortliy; there is certainly no
more dangerous or subtle one; and Maurice,
stung in the moruing liy Leverton's gibe, and
under tbe sort of fascination whieh makes a man
of another class sçtend the day in the wet reeda
after a~ witd duck, or pay 1,0001. a-year to stalk
the red deer in the lHighlands, consented to go-
For a fortuigît after, bo.wever, there was a great
down-pour of main, aud the nigbts were dark;
moreover, Maurice was 4ot anxions to go while
le thouglit Leverton was on the alert. At Iast,
orne nigbt the moon was &Û.1, the main bad ceas-
ed, and the clouds were higli, but they wont
drifting acrosa the beavons witb a strong wind
in the upper sky. It wda a gusty, wild-looking
niglit-great fleecy masses of enormous sizo
careering alongj1 and making the moon as murky
at times as if there were none, tliough the lower
sky aud the earth were very stiti. Maurice did
not start from h'O.M; the keopers migbt b. upon
bisq trait, 5 lie walked at sunset acroa the forest
by the higli roui, and as soon sa night feUl, beat

twrs tife haunt of the stag which ho had


