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274 God Calls Abrain

Abraham is called the “Friend of God,” ‘ when it get, he said, ‘I like not those that
which title, along with the other, *‘ Father get.”  And when he saw the moon rising, he
of the Faithful,” reveals very much. “1did |gaid, “This is my Lord.” But when the
not know before that God had even needed | moon set, he answered, ¢ Verily, if my Lord
a friend. T need a friend. T need com- ‘tlirvch me not in the right way, I shall be as
panionship. I need advice and counsel.  I|one of those who err.” And when he saw
need to be cheered. T need a faithful friend. | the sun rising, he said, ‘This is my Lord.
» I—but, surely, not God.” What if | This is greater than the star or moon.” But
God does need our friendship? What if He | when the sun went down, he said, ‘Oh,
misses the service of our love ? my peopie, I am clear of these things. 1
turn my face to Him who hath made the
heavens and the earth.’”’—Stanley’s Jewish
Church.

In God’s command Abram was tested
whether he could trust God farther than he
gaw Him. The Almighty did not say, “Tt
is a land that I will give thee,” but “It is a Light from the East
land which T will show thee.”” Nodirections| A Praver 1o THE GO or U'rn.—The follow-
were given as to its locality, or the route heling extracts from a tablet older than the
would need to take to reach it, or what ' 'nd | time of Abraham show how kis kindred had
of land he would find on getting there.  He | been rising to the thought of one God, and
was required to follow God in this matter| how closely akin were the ideas and the
with implicit faith—with an unquestioned | language of Babylonian and Hebrew devo-
obedience.—Arnold. tion: “Lord and prince of gods, who in
N]‘Iwu\'(-n and on earth alone art supreme,
Father, Lord of the firmament, Merciful
One, begetter of the universe, whose will
hath created law and justice, Father long-

The nation of Israel looks back to Abra- Sl f”~” va fl)l‘gi\'('l)(':‘-‘.ﬁ, “'h-(-m.“ e

e upholdeth the life of all mankind, Firstborn,
ham as the founder <.»f t]n(-lr'ln.ls(1;r)', and he | ymmipotent, whose heart is immensity, there
stands forth ns'tlm. first religious FHRS “'h,” “ is no God who at any time hath discovered
fnl!y' trustcd(.:»d in all that he did. This thy fulness. In heaven who is supreme?
religious cun\'u-lmn' was the strength "fl'l‘hnu alone, thou art supreme. On earth
Isrz}vl nnd. caused it to 011}]ast tl'w other| 4 o is gupreme? Thou alone, thou art
nations. I\'(I]K'l)])le(‘:lfl r(*mamlongm POWET | breme. . When thy word is spoken f
who BEs without a religion. ‘lwa\'cn, the seven spirits bow down their

There is a legend concerning Abraham’s | faces, When thy word is gpoken on earth,
call. It is told in the Koran. 'lho gpirits below kiss the ground. King of

“When night overshadowed him, he saw | kings, whose divinity no god resembleth,
a star and said, ‘This is my Lord. But |Took with favor on this thy city, Ur.”

TEACHING HINTS AND HELPS

This section contains teaching material | 1. What is meant by the call of Abram, It

for the various grades. meant, (a) God’s choice of him to be a coven-
For Bible Class Teachers ant head, and the efficacious working of his
AN ANALYSIS saving and sanctifying grace in fitting him

The first eleven chapters of Genesis con- | for this high distinetion. (b) Separation
tain a condensation of human history for|from idolaters, the severance of the ties that
two thousand years. The call of Abram oc- bound him to country, kindred and home.
curred about midway between Adam and | This involved great and painful sacrifice on
Christ, and ig the beginning of patriarchal | his part, but it was necessary in order to
history. We notice : qualify him to be the founder of a new fam-

This separation to which Abram was call
involved a great deal, and the call of God to
us demands a separation from the world and ‘
all its entanglements.




