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| of tho prosfmt sossion will sec it an ao-
'oomplishod fact, and thus relievo trade
'fror an incubus thet is weighiug upon
it, and at the same timo do away with

lenlo jowelry Louses of this oity aro about

forming thomselves into o leaguo for tho
putpuss of furnishiog tv the Governmont
dutootives infurmation that will lead to

ocnt free o cvery Joweler and Hardware tho manifold frauds ongendered by the  the detectivn and conviction of thoso

Merchant in the Dominion of Canada

Advertising Rates.

Full Page, -~ - 820 0o ecach issue
Half Page, - - 12 00 "
Quarter Page. - - 8 00 “

Small Advertisements, 8 cents per line.

A discount of 25 per cent. will bo allowed
truin the abuve rates fur ycarl(y cuntracts. All
a ivertisements payable monthly

Business and other communications should
be addressed to
1ug TrapEr PusbListine Cu.,
13 Adelaide Street East, Toronto

SPECIAL NOTICE.

To ensure insertion, changes or
new advertisements must be sent
to the office not later than the 20th
of each month.

Editorial.
DIVIDE PAIRLY.

In the discussion on Mr. Beaty's bill
(aow befare Parliament) for the equitable
Jdistribution of Insolvent assets, some of
the speakers seem to have gone out of
their way to display their ignorance of
commercial affairs. As we understand
tho matter. Mr. Beuaty has two bills be-
fore Parliament, one for the discharge of
susvlvents sinco the repeal of the last Aot,
and another for the equitable distribution
of Insolvent Estates. There is of neces-
gity no connection whatever betweon
these two bills, aud it refloots but little
credit upon the astuteness of some of
the members of our House of Commons,
that they could not discuss the latter bill
without dragging in that regarding the
discharge of Insolvents, and atlsunipting
by such outside issues to lead to its de-
feat. About the fnirness of equitable
distribution of Insolvent Eslates, there
can be no doubt whatever, the principle
is sound to the core, aud will stand the
test of time and investigation. The
question of Insolvents discharge is one,
bowever, on which men  will differ, and
we cap respect the opinions of those wko

. presont position of this vory important
mattor,

BEWARE OF SMUGGLERS.

Wo havo sovoral times warned our
readers of the danger’ of buying guuds
from fictitious jubbors of little or no
standing or responsibility. Another il-
lustration of tho reality of this dangar
has recently como to light, owing to the
soizuro, by the Caoadian Customs
authorities, of the goods and books of
one of these ** Cheap John jobbers™ that
are demoralizing thy jeweley trade of
this country. In regardto this seizure,
& contemporary says:

“ How on unsorupulous dealer can
dodge tho Cuetoms’ officials, has been
ghown of late by the operations of a Buf-
falo firm, King & Easil. Having rented
s room at Fort Erie, the contents of
which were one sufe, they had a traveller
on the road in this country taking orders
for jewelry. He repiesented to the trade
that the firm had a large factory in Fort
Erie, and sold goods_duty-paid, whereas
tho’otders wero filled in Buffalo and the
goods entered at Fort Erie only to a
limited extent and at low value. Besides
this, watoh cases and plain gold rings
to the extent of $3000 or $40C0 cama
into Canada without entry, the past year,
and the amount pocketed by the firm at
the expense of the importer and the
Government duriog tho three years would
be fully $10,000.”

From our personal knowledge of the
trade of this conntry, we havo no doubt
bat that all that our estecmed contem-
porary says in reference to this oase is
strictly correot, and if the evil stopped
with the frauds of this firm, it would be
but a slight matter, but unfortunately it
does not, for as every onec in the trade
well knows, they are only one of the
many of such unsorapulous jobbers, who
not only oheat the Government, but
demoralize all honest trade by their
frandalect practioes.

We think we are eafe in saying that
there are at least half a dozewn of such

~vmmeroial pirates.

« Informer” is not a position or title
that auy one covots, and the dislike of
the namo and occupation has heretofore
kopt thoso gontlemen aloof from aiding
any of the Government dotectives ; now,
however, that they finl their honest
trade so seriously interfered with and
themeclves gradually beoing supplanted
by a lot of scoundrels, they think it timo
to fight the devil with fico, and if we
mistake not, they will make it hot for
some of these ** gentlemen.”

In this step we think they a?e to bo
commended and encouraged, aund wo
think tha* betwcen them and the staff of
detectives that the Governwent are will
ing to place at their disposal theso com-
meveoial freebooters should bo cleaned out
root and brauoch.

The time for innotion is past, both
wholesale and rotafl trade alike are
menaced by disaster 1f these harpies aro
allowed to prey upon the trals of this
country.

No retaller 18 safe who bays such
goods, for as everyona knows who has
kept himself pusted by reading Tue
Traper, the Custows officials can step
nto lns store any day and seize any
goods that havo not paid duty, no matter
from whom bought.

Extra cheap goods are thus as danger
ous to handle as stolen goods, and it is a

well known fact that 1n all cases whero
goods are seized ualder circumstances
similar to the abuve quuted instance, the
firms bouks are carcfully loeked into,
their castomers tmacked, and the eontra-
band gouds seized by the Governmont,
no matter 1a whuse keeping they Lappen
to be. That they are honestly paid by
the retailor having them in his posses-
sion is just so much the worse for him,
because if he sull owed for them he
could refuse paywent, but if the money
be already paid, lus chance of secing it
is a very poor one.

Rotailers bave tho rewmedy fur this sort

differ from us consdientionsly ; but that ' rageals in business not moro than 100 of thing w their own hands, and it is to
of ¢ R“t,'e“bl" distribution of Insolvents’ | niles from Toronto, and that the sooner | refuso to bay gouds from other than re-
ns:ﬁets"fs ono that all are agreed upon as | the Government put a detestive on their , cognized wholesal. houses of standing
beiug right, and therefore should bave | irack the better it will be for the jowelry
notbing thrown in its way to preventits | trade generally.

becominglaw. Woe trust that in spite of |

Some of these follows are well kaown,

'\ suu character.
Itinerant jobbers and pedlars selling
at or below cost should be left severely

any and oll such quibblers, that the end ) 5n3 we understand that the regular whole- | alone, for merchants may depend apua it



