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Surely He hath borne our griefs.—Isa. liii. 4

have got into trouble, and you are very unhappy,
wouldn’t you like to get out of this terrible fix?”

. % Yes.” “Well, Artie, I am sorry tor you; and

I will become your substitute. You can see your
father, and arrange the matter with him ; if heis
willing to accept of me it will be all right; you
will become free.”

After praying with him, I let him go down stairs,
and followed a few moments later. Hearing some

- one playing in the parlor, I looked in, and to my
" great joy I saw Artie sitting at the melodeon and

" to feel condemna-

playing. Artie seemed so full of joy, in the thought
of being freed from condemnation,and saved from
punishment,that he

8: 1). Blessed {reedom, glorious freedom,--free-
dom to hive, not as we please, but unto God;
freedom to worship God, freedom to work for
Christ and precious souls !

Not Far Off,

UR Lord told a certain discreet and courteous
lawyer that he was “not far from the kingdom

of God.” Whether he ever entered into that king-
dom and made his calling sure, we are not inform-
ed. But there are a great many like this lawyer in
all congregations.

could not helprejoic-
ing. Now,his father
came down stairs,
and Artie appeared

tion again, as the
matter was not
finally settled. He
at once goes to his
father and said,
“Papa, I want to
speak to you?”
Both went into the
study, and the mat-
ter was satisfactori-
ly arranged there
without any doubt,
as Artie’s father
came into the din-
ing-room, followed
by Artie, and at
once declaredin the
hearing of all,
“Artie, you arefree,
I accept of the good
friend who has of-
fered to become
your substitute.”
Artie looked the
very picture of hap-
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demnation wasnow
upon the substitute, and in a short time Artie’s
sister was made the executioner, and the substi-
tute received forty lashes on his bare haads.
This story illustrates what Jesus has done as
our substitute. By nature we are CONDEMNED
because we have sinned. But Jesus, His own
Son, pities the sinner, and offers to become his
substitute. The Father accepts Him, His law
will be far more honored by His obedience, and

- His justice far more satisfied by His death, than

if the whole world had been punished. “God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself”
(2 Cor. 5: 19); the moment the sinner believes,he
is free, and “ there is No conDEMNATION.” (Rom.
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is a rude cairn of
stones that mark the spot where a young lady
who was overtaken by the darkness (without a
guide), died of exposure and nervous fright! The
poor girl was within pistol-shot of the cabin on
the “tiptop;” its cheering light was just behind
the rock; yet that short distance cost her her
life! So, my dear friend, you may be at last
picked up dead, just outside the gateway of your
Father's house. While its hospitable door of
love stands open, hasten in! You are losing the
very best part of this life, and the whole of the
life to come, while you so recklessly linger away
from Jesus. It will be a terrible thing to be lost
—not far from heaven —Dr. Cuyler.




