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"M.Ny dear," said the gentle voice, Ilhcre is
nothing wvbatever ta say about nie. 1 have
done notbing, and been notbing. Oh, no0
you muîst find sonîcone cise. There are
otliers far more promissent and important."

And so truly unwilling did the
dear lady appear, sa genuine lier -

alarm at the tbougbit of a printed
word, tlîat we fo.ebore to pîress
tlîe request-ancî turnled ta otlier
topics.

Yet, inotliers often yield 10

daugliters and sons and tic love
of partial friends ; and their
pleading words, "for aur sakes"
won sby assent fromi one of tic
best beloved, the miost tenderly
revcrcnced women ira Toronto-
Lady Gaît.

It is only ncedful ta make nmen-
tion of ber nine, ta brin- before
a thousand eyes tbe vision of ouie,
magnetic in lier swveet and gent le
wonianhood, wvbo, iii tlîe late
aiternoon of ife, sits iii tic West-
erra liglît %viîl folded hiands-yet
miglîty ira strangswveet influences.

Tlîe magnetisni of character is
a marvellous thing ; and the
power of a wvonan, frail it riaa
be ta lielplessiless, gentie, pure
and saintly, lias uiever )-et bven
fully gauged.

It is the motlier-powver, the
secret of whose rnvsterv anîd
divinity rests only wvitb Ga;d.

The Gaît horaîestead is 100 %veil
kuîio%%ra ta nleed descriptioni ; even
if wvpIls nîeaîît anythirag ira homxe I
life. The coinîortable double
bause of dusky wh'ite brick in ils
encirclenient of cIlis, situated on
Penîbrake Street, lias beeîi for forty years
one af tbe chief cenîtres of cuîtured social life
in Toronto ; and froin it have gone forth sons
aîîd datîgbters ta enter itîto Iifc's activitie.-
-id break fresli fields in Catnada's daniain.

l'le liistory of the Gaît family ks nat onc
ior us ta tell here. It is interwaven wvilli the
early days of tlîe century and province, w'lens

aurai Gaît, tie Englisli %vit aîîd wvriter, wh'lo
wvitî Flood and Hook, Dickens and Thack-
eray adorsied tlie Tvcnties and Thirties, came
across, as Coniissioner of th:e Canada Coin-
panvy ta look mbt certaina businîess iîîterests,
arad s0 wvon upan tlîe gaad-will tif a certain
little settlenment calîed Slade's Mlilis, that it
adopted and bore tlie nine oif G.ilt,-a nanie
whbîcli lias evidently brai guIt ail praspcrity ta
one af tlie prettiest anîd briglitest îowins iii
On tarioa.

It is sufflicieiît for aur purpose ta kiiaw
tiat j udge (slowv Sir Thiomas) Gaît, wvith Ilus
greîîlc wifc, camie frauxu tJueir pretty hll-en-
virotied naniesake ta niake tlîei. home ira
Toronîto farty ycars ago, anad in the nîidst of

busy activities, sa torear their childrenl, that ecd

should go forth strong andI upriglit
citizens of Britishî blood and Canadian
freedoin-wvortIîy descundatîts of the genial
ancestor wvlîo crossed tie ocean seventy
years ago.

Lady' Gaît %vas Mis: Perkins, a member of

LADY GALT.

a tvel-knowil family ; bier nieller died %%,len
she was young, and sise and lier sisters wvere
brouglit up ira strict distipIine under the care
of an aunit. Dur ing a portion of lier child-
flood she w~as cducated in a convent iii East-
erna Canada.

These quiet aîîd repressive carly days may
in some measure accounit for tbe character-
istics whlich have aIlvays distinguishied this
gentle lady-lier devotion to lier home, bier
love of retirement, arad ber marked spiritual
%vomanlIisness.

Home duties, bomne loves and interests
blave bounldcd Lady GaIt's life. Slhe is not
a womanl of the old time entireiy, since slie
is in toucb wvitb modern intercsts ; bier syni-
patby conmes i quick response to ail wIib"
seek it ; her charity is bouildless. X'et,
nleither is slie altogetbcrwitb the nclv ; since,
as slîe says, she lias Il ever been on a
board," and lias no mission.

Onec of the perplexiiies ai' aur modemi
womars,-to Lady Gat-slow the fornier
finds it possible to fulfil lier borne obligations,

and stili be '' on the board " tif ane or a
s.core tif /ealolis orgaizat3als.

But %lie hohds an e\alîed conception of tlie
duties of mather and wil'e ; and hier loyal
interpretation of tbe saisie bas left neither
limie nor inclination for outside shilling.

Lady Gaît is the niother oif nine children-
sons and dauigaters ; aIl of w~hoin, save one,
have keft the lbotneste.ad, and are establislied
tlîrougli far stretches of tlie Dominion, froni
H-alifax to Winnipeg.

[)uring tbe days» of their early childhood,
Toronto was gay wvitlî ile presence of the
niiilîtary, and tlie officiai position of Sir
Thomas (then Judge) Gait îîecessitated a
large social flle ; but Lady Gait nev'cr per-
mitted lier social duties to interfere wiîli
tliose of the home life. 1-1er chîildren came
first ahvays, and ta îleie suie dev'oted lierself
alinost exclusively. Every evening sise gatlî-
ered tlîers about lier for Bible reading ; day
by day sbe instilled iii tlîem the vinsses of

trutb and upriglitncss, and above
a11, tîxat sense of absolute bionor
tlîat ks tie crown of aIl truc mari-
lîaod a.nd wvolianiood.

Lady Gaît lived ira lier homne;-
sise miade it the hiappy place oî
lier ciideîsyî,gdays, -. zîd
îiow it k a Mecca wh'lich draws
îlîem as pilgrinis froni far places,
ta worsliip tlie niotler wio, is
tlîeir saisit.

Came away wvitb me to ilie casy'
aId lîanîestead, wiîlî ils encircle-
ment af budding trees. lit daes
nat matter about tue ' days,' or
the tiîîîcs and seasans ; for, wvlicîî
afternîoîî creeps dowiî the liaurs,
we always finic Lady Gaît ira lier
tir.iin,ý- roauîî.

Tlîe atmospliere enwraps lis
as we eîîter,-an atinspliere of
warnith, af chîeeriaîess and peace.
Flowers are liere and thiere-As-
ceuisiara liues susînîing thelienselves
ina the western wviudowvs ; a cluster
of yeIllw clalladlils perlîaps, and
soniîewvliere, by thîcir swveet odar,
wve kriov tliere are v'iolets. A

* eclear coal fire buruis briglîtly in
the openi grate, and beside it sits

* tliegenitle l.dvw~eiavecoie ta see.
l'ire lias its limiitationîs for lier

slow : kti manly years silice lier
eyes Ilave nermitted lier ta read

- or sev ; but tie dimness of lier
afterîiooî days does flot prevent
lier froni seeiîîg tlîrouglî the eyes

af lier frieids,-wlia are 50 ready ta read ta
lier,-or tiiose allier eyes of Iovely inner

iso. Her sympathy is ready, lier interest
real i tlîe topics we toucb tipon ; ,%hile lier
beautiful charity falls like a soIt, whbite
mnandle about us.

Speechi grou~s gentle and kiîîdhy iii Lady
GaIt's presence, since she believes tlie best
alwavs of ail thiings aîid people. But beyond
tîîis we fled instantly tlîe powver of a sweet
arad lîoly woniaiî's liI,-ane wvlio lias liv'ed
alwvays purely and simply, and nowv, iii the
late afternooîi of lier day, cars find osîîy a
great tenderraess for ail created tbings.

Slie is flot left long alouie. Oltentimes the
laugliter af chîildren is about bcer,-fair
1graidcldrea, perlîaps, fronm Winnîipeg;
clîildreîî ai Mrs Stuart Tupper, or tliose
af lier saois wlio tesides ira Toronto. Slie is
fond now, as always, of yourag people, and
lias a drawer of sweets reserved for the little
ones; wivie for thînse of older years shue bas
cbarmiîig baoks.

It is a feature, iii tue large circlc of Lady


